
 
 
 
Norton Fellowship in the Pancreatic Translational Sciences 
 
Pancreatic Surgeon Research Training Fellowship 
 
The Norton Fellowship in the Pancreatic Translational Sciences is offered by the Brenden-
Colson Center for Pancreatic Care (BCCPC) at OHSU. The purpose of this two-year 
research fellowship is to train general surgery residents in translational research focusing on 
diseases that involve the pancreas. We envision this opportunity to be most advantageous 
for general surgery residents as their dedicated research experience after completion of their 
second or third year of clinical training. We will also consider qualified applicants later in their residency or 
career trajectory. We anticipate a goal-oriented basic and translational training experience focused on 
pancreatic disease biology and treatment that results in the trainee producing at least one first-author laboratory-
based publication while participating in robust didactic and scientific training. 
 
For surgeon-scientists, the path to establishing an independent research effort and acquiring funding remains 
precarious. The goal of this program is to assist in the career maturation of surgeon-scientists by facilitating 
success at the inflection point of their scientific career. Frequently surgery residents interested in a career as a 
surgeon-scientist are required to design an individual ad hoc research experience, complicating an already 
challenging and competitive training pipeline. By providing a structured training framework that recognizes the 
needs and challenges of the developing surgeon-scientist we aim to put them in a position that is poised for 
success and funding as an independent investigator. The research fellow will select one of the participating 
Principal Investigators (PIs) at OHSU that focuses on pancreatic diseases. The PI will guide the research fellow 
into developing their own project at the outset with the goal of their mentored relationship continuing through 
the completion of clinical training and beyond. 
 
FY28 Award Opportunities: 
• Fellowship can be for up to 2 years of support, providing salary equivalent to the matched resident year 

with addition of fringe benefits. 
• BCCPC will also provide relocation cost support up to $10,000 or 10% of salary whichever is lower. 
• Fellowship period start dates can be July 1, 2027 - August 1, 2027, depending on fellow’s timeline. 
• These funds are made possible through philanthropic support to the Brenden-Colson Center for Pancreatic Care. 
 
Eligibility: 
• This award is intended to foster the growth of surgeon scientists in the field of pancreatic translational 

research. 
• Applicants must have a medical doctoral degree (MD or DO). 
• Eligibility is limited to medical trainees who are enrolled in an accredited general surgery residency position in 

the United States and will have completed at least two years of clinical training by the proposed start date. 
• Candidates who have accepted another concurrent research fellowship or position are not eligible. 
 
Mentorship: 
• The applicant will be mentored by an OHSU faculty member who is established in pancreatic biology, 

pathology, cancer or its treatment. 
• Available mentors and a brief description of their research programs are below: 

o Rosalie Sears, PhD 
o Jonathan Brody, PhD 

o Robert Eil, MD 
o  Aaron Grossberg, MD, PhD 

o Katelyn Byrne, PhD 
o Teresa Zimmer, PhD 

 
The mentor is responsible for aiding in the development of the applicant’s knowledge of pancreatic biology and 
disease and assisting with the design/development of the applicant’s research project. 

This fellowship was 
created in honor of 
Jeff Norton, M.D., 
and his career as an 
outstanding mentor 
and surgical 

 



 

 
Key Dates: Application deadline: February 1, 2027; Award start: July 1 – Aug 1, 2027 
 
For questions please contact Dr. Dove Keith at keithd@ohsu.edu or (503) 346-4782.  
 
Application submission: 
• Applicants already within OHSU should submit their complete applications using this form:  

Norton Fellowship in the Pancreatic Translational Sciences  – Fill out form 
• Applicants outside of OHSU should submit their compete applications to brendencolsoninfo@ohsu.edu  
 

A. Application Requirements 
 

Title page (1 page). Include applicant name and contact information, potential OHSU mentor if known, title of 
research project, and brief summaries of proposed project and training plans. Include the names of the 
three referees, see below. Use Norton Fellowship Title Page template available on the Brenden-Colson 
Center website (https://www.ohsu.edu/brenden-colson-center-pancreatic-care/open-recruitment-positions-
and-fellowships) 

 

Research Goals, training plan, and personal statement (3 pages). Please fully address the following: 
• What research goals do you aim to accomplish? 
• How will these stated goals materially contribute to any of the three mission areas for pancreatic disease of 

the Brenden-Colson Center (Early Detection, Advanced Therapy, and Quality of Life)? 
• Explain how the Brenden-Colson Center and OHSU is an appropriate environment to help you realize your 

stated goals. 
• Describe how your background will enable you to accomplish these goals or how your background helped 

you develop these goals. 
• Include a detailed training plan. Describe the specific training or education that you plan to pursue during the 

fellowship. Explain how these new areas of training and exposure will complement your prior area(s) of 
expertise and how these new areas of training will enable you to reach your research goals and further 
your pancreatic translational research career. Should include basic science or population science research 
training. 

• Describe any portion of the research or training that will be performed at an outside university, hospital, or 
research institution. 
 

Timeline 
• Include a timeline with milestones (e.g., for training goals) and deliverables (e.g., for research project 

goals) (does not count against the 3-page limit) 
 

Lay Summary (10 lines) 
• Lay summary with clinical and/or translational impact statement   

 

Literature Cited 
• No page limit 

 

Biographical Sketch for applicant 
• Use the most recent version of the NIH “Biographical Sketch Format Page” (non-fellowship version). 

 

References for Letters of Support 
• Applicants should request three (3) letters of recommendation to be sent directly to 

brendencolsoninfo@ohsu.edu. These should be from previous mentors or others with the ability to 
comment on the applicant’s background and potential to take advantage of the opportunities offered in this 
fellowship and to grow into an outstanding researcher in the field of pancreas biology. Applicants should 
include the name of the three referees on the application title page. 

 

B. Format Specifications 
• Use Arial 11-point font, single-spaced. 

mailto:keithd@ohsu.edu
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• Use 3/4-inch (0.5”) margins (top, bottom, left, and right) for all pages. 
• Consecutively number pages. 
• Submit application components (excluding the reference letters) as a single PDF file, compiled in the order 

listed above 
 

Figures, Graphs, Diagrams, Charts, Tables, Figure Legends, and Footnotes 
• You may use a smaller type size but it must be in black ink and readily legible. 
• Do not include figures or other materials that are not inserted directly into the body of the application. 

 

C. Awardee Responsibilities 
• Fellows are expected to have submitted at least one research paper manuscript for publication in an 

appropriate journal by the end of the fellowship period. 
 

• All fellows are expected to attend the following events: Knight Cancer Institute Basic & Translational Science 
seminar series (weekly on Monday), Brenden-Colson Center seminar series (monthly on 2nd Friday), and 
other BCC pancreas science meetings or conferences, and to participate in their mentor’s lab meetings. 

 

• An interim progress report briefly listing completed steps or milestones (must address initial proposed 
milestones), any roadblocks encountered, and work remaining.  This report is due 6 months after award 
start date.  You may be asked to present the interim progress report at a Brenden-Colson Center research 
meeting (e.g. monthly seminar, PancTank mini-retreat, etc.). 
 

• A summary report describing project and training accomplishments (research project progress and training) 
must be submitted at the end of each fellowship year. This should include publications progress, grant 
applications (applied and funded), INDs or IDEs resulting from the project, and plans to further develop the 
project. 
 

• Results from funded studies must be presented at a Brenden-Colson Center research meeting. 
 

• Any publications or presentations resulting from this support must acknowledge the BCCPC Norton 
fellowship.  If applicable, the Oregon Pancreas Tissue Registry must also be acknowledged if the project 
used data or specimens from the registry. 
 

• IRB and/or IACUC approval, if applicable, are required prior to release of funds. 
 


