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Immunization Policy

Immunization Access and Coverage Rates 

in Oregon: The State of the State



Agenda

• Background: vaccine programs in Oregon

• Challenges impacting immunization access

• Where people in OR get vaccinated

• Rates: 2-year-olds, non-medical exemptions

• How to access local-level data

• Outbreaks: measles and pertussis
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30-year vaccine finance model

Vaccination programs

• Vaccines for Children 
(VFC) program

• Section 317

• Vaccine Access 
Program (VAP) 

• Others, as needed
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Challenges impacting access
• The patchwork of vaccine supply programs

• Rising vaccine costs, new products + increased demand

• Staffing challenges- hiring, retaining qualified staff

• Growing complexity to manage immunization services

• Pharmacy constraints- staffing, payment, enrollment

• Insufficient payments- VFC admin fee; commercial payments

• Insufficient public health funding (state & local)

• 18% reduction in OIP’s base grant funding; No dedicated VAP funding 

• VAP is no longer sustainable; Senate Bill 42 failure

• Federal uncertainty re: vaccine policy 
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Efforts to reform Oregon’s vaccine 
finance model

Why reform?
oImmunization access gaps in communities across Oregon

oIncreasing costs and administrative complexity for immunization 
providers

oNeed a solution that reduces barriers for providers and ensures 
access

Efforts to date
oVaccine Finance Summit: January 2024

oMultidisciplinary Steering Committee, May-Sept 2024

oNew workgroup: 2025 (will need provider participation)
▪ Contact Oregon Families for Vaccines to follow or participate
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Where do people in Oregon get 
vaccinated?
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Vaccinations reported to ALERT IIS in 2023
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2023 Immunizations Reported to 
ALERT IIS by Source and Age
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Access in frontier vs. rural and 
urban counties
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Where to access statewide data



Oregon two-year-old up-to-date 
rate, 2014-2024
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Oregon Seasonal Influenza Immunization Rates 



How well vaccinated is your school 
or childcare facility?
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Google: Oregon school immunization rates



School Immunization Rule Changes

• Oregon Administrative Rules for school and childcare 
immunizations were recently updated.

• Most changes were small updates in wording and 
reordering the rules, with a few major changes.

• Questions about school immunizations? Contact 
Oregon.imm@odhsoha.oregon.gov 
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Three major immunization rule changes

#1: Exclusion Day is moving from the 3rd Wednesday in 
February to the 4th Wednesday in February.

#2: Physicians will be required to fill out a form rather than 
write a letter for a medical exemption.

#3: Children who have a history of varicella (chickenpox) 
disease will need health care provider verification or lab test 
instead of parent verification.
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Measles 2023-25 (U.S.)
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• 1,544 confirmed measles cases in 2025 as of Sept 30, 2025
• In OR: 31 cases in 2024. Largest outbreak in 33 years, all in unvaccinated people



Pertussis (Oregon)
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• 2025: A total of 1,268 with case onset of illness (as of 9/29)
• The most since 1950 when 1,420 were reported



Good news! Nirsevimab findings
Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) is the leading cause of hospitalization 

among U.S. infants.

Nirsevimab is a long-acting monoclonal antibody that protect infants 

aged <8 months against RSV-associated lower respiratory tract infection 

in their first RSV season. New recommendation Aug 2023.

o Nirsevimab’s effectiveness was 90% against RSV-associated 

hospitalization in infants in their first RSV season

What are the implications for public health practice?

To reduce the risk for RSV-associated hospitalization, infants should be 
protected by maternal RSV vaccination or infant receipt of nirsevimab.
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Thank you
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Kelly.F.McDonald@oha.oregon.gov 

mailto:Kelly.F.McDonald@oha.oregon.gov

	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Immunization Access and Coverage Rates in Oregon: The State of the State
	Slide 3: Agenda
	Slide 4: 30-year vaccine finance model
	Slide 5: Challenges impacting access
	Slide 6: Efforts to reform Oregon’s vaccine finance model
	Slide 7: Where do people in Oregon get vaccinated?
	Slide 8: 2023 Immunizations Reported to ALERT IIS by Source and Age
	Slide 9: Access in frontier vs. rural and urban counties
	Slide 10: Where to access statewide data
	Slide 11: Oregon two-year-old up-to-date rate, 2014-2024
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: How well vaccinated is your school or childcare facility?
	Slide 14: School Immunization Rule Changes
	Slide 15: Three major immunization rule changes
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Measles 2023-25 (U.S.)
	Slide 23: Pertussis (Oregon)
	Slide 24: Good news! Nirsevimab findings
	Slide 25: Thank you

