Dear Friends,

As my tenure as Interim Director
comes to a close, I’'m reminded
of what makes our Center so
incredibly special: it’s a vibrant
hub of collaboration,
community, and hope.

This unique atmosphere is truly
forged by our dedicated
volunteers. The power of their
contributions was brilliantly on
display at our recent annual
Kinsman Conference, which
convened Oregon’s bioethics
community for two inspiring
days of connection, shared
purpose, and community.

| am thrilled to welcome Dr.
Fabrice Jotterand into our
community as the incoming
director, starting July 1, 2025.
His expertise will undoubtedly
catapult our Center’s strong
foundation into an exciting new
chapter.

Thank you to our invaluable
volunteers and the entire
community for making this
journey a rewarding experience.
It has been a pleasure to serve
the Center as the interim
director.

With Appreciation,

Wz

Katie H. Stowers, DO
Interim Director
stowersk@ohsu.edu

June 2025

Welcoming the New Center for Ethics in Health Care Director

The Center for Ethics is excited to welcome the arrival of our new director, Dr. Fabrice
Jotterand, Ph.D., M.A. Dr. Jotterand will begin as director on July 1, 2025, bringing
with him an extensive background in medical ethics, and an international,
multicultural and multidisciplinary perspective on issues pertaining to medicine and
health care delivery. His research interests include neuroethics, Artificial Intelligence
in health care, use of neurotechnologies, and medical professionalism. Dr. Jotterand
most recently served as professor of Bioethics at the Medical College of Wisconsin
and holds an appointment as a senior researcher at the Institute for Biomedical
Ethics—Faculty of Medicine at the University of Basel, Switzerland. We are excited to
celebrate Dr. Jotterand'’s arrival and the Center’s next journey under a new director.

TalkOregon Workshops Receive Recognition of Successes

The TalkOregon program, led by Dr. Katie Stowers, Ronald W. Naito Director in
Serious lliness Education, has received much recognition this spring for it’s successful
and innovative curriculum. In May, two programs that have adopted the TalkOregon
curriculum presented about their experiences and impacts of training at the Society
of Teachers of Family Medicine’s annual conference. TalkOregon, which teaches an
adaptation of VitalTalk’s “Powered By” workshops, ranked 3rd in VitalTalk’s 2024
Annual Impact Report for teaching the most learners through facilitators' home
institutions. In 2024, the Center for Ethics taught 354 learners through the
TalkOregon program.

2025 Kinsman Bioethics Conference Fosters Feelings of Community
Nearly 100 health care professionals and ethics enthusiasts gathered in Bend on April
17™-18" to discuss moral distress and wellbeing of healthcare professionals during
the 2025 Kinsman Bioethics Conference. The conference received excellent feedback
by attendees, with themes of community emerging from the evaluations. One
attendee wrote “the feeling of community during this conference made it feel
incredibly personal and even more valuable,” while another wrote they “enjoyed
being surrounded by like-minded health care professionals who share similar
concerns and struggles.” Keynote speaker, Dr. Cynda Rushton, RN, PhD, MSN, BSN, an
international leader in bioethics and nursing from Johns Hopkins Berman Institute of
Bioethics and the School of Nursing, gave an inspiring and uplifting talk about self-
stewardship and resilience.

\
For help in making a gift to the Center for Ethics, please contact Liz Arrington Qé)
at the OHSU Foundation at arringtl@ohsu.edu or 503-552-0716.
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Celebrating the Center for Ethics Volunteers

2024-2025

Volunteer Spotlight

Susan has volunteered with the Center for Ethics (CFE) since its inception in 1989
when new medical technologies brought tough questions about life and death. As a
social worker, Susan saw the Center as a great place to find practical solutions to
real-life ethical dilemmas she and her patients were facing.

Over the years, Susan has contributed to the CFE in numerous ways, including
Oregon POLST program, writing guidelines for the ethical implementation of Death
with Dignity legislation, Kinsman Bioethics Conference, and Executive Committee
member. During the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, Susan’s virtual webinar
on resiliency was watched by more than 4,000 people across the world.

Susan loves volunteering with the CFE because of the people and community,
statewide outreach, and being a part of practical solutions to tough ethical
problems in health care. Her favorite volunteer activity is teaching the Living with
Life-Threatening lliness Course. “There's an element of safety in the class that allows
these new medical students to be human and bring their whole selves to the
learning.” She especially loves hearing from past students who share how the class
helped them to grow into a more humanistic doctor.

“The work of the Center is as important now as ever. We need the values and the
thoughtfulness of the people who are engaged with the Center for Ethics. It's really
important to keep this work going.”

Thank You to Our Volunteers

Susan Hedlund, MSW, LCSW; Director
of Supportive Care Initiatives for the
Biller Family Foundation

Our heartfelt appreciation goes out to our many dedicated and passionate volunteers who are vital to
the success of the Center for Ethics’ many essential programs. Together we are making a difference to
improve ethical and compassionate health care for Oregonians.
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