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Research Data Steward Roles and Responsibilities

*Please note that there are links exclusive to OHSU personnel included in this document

The same expectations apply to Research data stewards as would apply to stewards of any other asset in terms of accountability of and responsibility for data (please see one definition here).  However, there are some additional considerations when research data is involved.
Specifically, collecting and storing research data is governed by specific groups both internal to OHSU such as the IRB and IACUC, and external to OHSU, such as granting agencies and the federal government.  Each research study may also have its own rules outlined in consent documents and/or the research protocol.  Therefore, a research data steward must ensure not only adherence with OHSU Policy but ensure all rules applicable to their specific research study are adhered to.  Additionally, any human data and/or specimens stored for future research use qualify as a research repository and would involve specific rules and regulations (please see the Research Data Repository IRB Help Sheet).

What responsibilities should a research data steward pay special attention to:

1. Documentation of exact data elements included in the dataset, as well as methods of data storage
1. Training or documentation outlining the appropriate use of the information (taking into consideration approved protocols, consent forms, funding agency regulation, etc.)
1. Documenting individuals authorized to access the information as well as the process for accessing the data, and tracking any data releases
1. Incident reporting: In addition to reporting required in the Information Security Incident Reporting policy (https://ohsu.ellucid.com/documents/view/18400), there may be reporting to other groups such as those mentioned above
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