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D I V E R S I T Y,  EQ U I T Y A N D  I N C LU S I O N
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By Dawn Weinberger
For people experiencing homelessness, the ability to move around comfortably on foot is critical. 
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�R�I���1�X�U�V�L�Q�J���$�V�K�O�D�Q�G���F�D�P�S�X�V�����
�7�K�D�W���L�V���D���O�R�W���R�I���Z�H�D�U���D�Q�G���W�H�D�U���R�Q���W�K�H���I�H�H�W����

This is where OHSU’s Nursing Street Team comes in. Based in Ashland and serving unsheltered people 
in and around the Ashland and Medford areas, the Street Team receives funding through a four-year, 
$3.9-million grant from U.S. Department of Health & Human Services’ Health Resources & Services 
Administration. 

Nurses, nurse practitioners and nursing students all serve on the team, providing a variety of 
direct support (including care coordination, referrals, transportation vouchers and harm reduction 
education) to people experiencing homelessness. Initial contact, however, is often through the Street 
Team’s Foot Soak Clinics, where people can get respite for their feet while simultaneously connecting 
and building trust with members of the local medical community. 

The overall mission, Richmond says, is to help eliminate barriers to care by meeting people right where 
they are and on their own terms — without an agenda (i.e. to convince them to go to a clinic or to seek 
help for an addiction). 

Richmond coordinated the launch of the program back in 2015, beginning with weekly foot soak clinics 
�L�Q���$�V�K�O�D�Q�G�����/�D�W�H�U�����W�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���W�R���0�H�G�I�R�U�G�����1�R�Z�����W�K�H���F�O�L�Q�L�F�V���D�U�H���K�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���D���I�H�Z���W�L�P�H�V���D��
week at parks, urban encampments, community centers and other locations in both cities, as well as 
in Klamath Falls — a new addition to the program as of this fall. Community partners include local 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V���O�L�N�H���/�D�&�O�L�Q�L�F�D�����$�O�O�&�D�U�H���+�H�D�O�W�K�����5�R�J�X�H���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���+�H�D�O�W�K�����0�D�[���V���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����3�D�U�D�G�L�J�P���&�O�L�Q�L�F��
and Jackson Care Connect. These partners provide everything from follow-up services and mental 
health evaluations to supplies and additional sources of funding. (Jackson Care Connect, for example, 
contributed funds to help start the program in 2015..
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OHSU SoN Clinical Learning
By Dawn Weinberger
Asante Health and OHSU School of Nursing are teaming up to create two dedicated education 
units at hospitals in Southern Oregon. 
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�7�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���L�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I�����������.���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���I�U�R�P���D���I�D�P�L�O�\���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���G�H�H�S�O�\���D�Q�G��
�S�R�V�L�W�L�Y�H�O�\���L�P�S�D�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���F�D�U�H���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�\���P�H�P�E�H�U���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���D�Q���2�+�6�8���Q�X�U�V�L�Q�J���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W������
says Heather Voss, Ph.D., RN, the Associate Dean for the School of Nursing’s Ashland campus. 

One unit will be at Rogue Regional Medical Center in Ashland; the other will be at Three Rivers 
Medical Center in Grants Pass. Both are existing acute care units. 

The purpose of the dedicated education units is to give students enhanced clinical training 
while also providing professional development opportunities for Asante nurses. Groups of 
eight students will work at the sites for 10 straight weeks, under the supervision of one or two 
�V�S�H�F�L�4�F���Q�X�U�V�H�V����

�
�,�W���J�H�W�V���R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�����D�W���W�K�H���E�H�G�V�L�G�H���D�Q�G���L�W���J�L�Y�H�V���Q�X�U�V�H�V���W�K�H�����F�K�D�Q�F�H�����W�R���V�H�H���Z�K�D�W���L�W���L�V��
�O�L�N�H���W�R���E�H���D���W�H�D�F�K�H�U�������9�R�V�V���V�D�\�V��

�
�$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\�����L�W���Z�L�O�O���D�O�O�H�Y�L�D�W�H���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N�O�R�D�G���R�I���Q�X�U�V�L�Q�J���V�F�K�R�R�O���I�D�F�X�O�W�\���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�����Z�K�R���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q��
working with students in clinical settings while also teaching classes, planning courses and 
�J�U�D�G�L�Q�J���W�H�V�W�V���D�Q�G���S�D�S�H�U�V�������9�R�V�V���D�G�G�V����

As for the students, it will allow them to really immerse themselves in the experience by 
getting to know patients and staff and working closely with veteran nurses.

Because the program is still in the development phase, a launch date is not yet known. Voss, 
�K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����V�D�\�V���V�K�H���K�R�S�H�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����I�D�F�X�O�W�\�����Q�X�U�V�H�V���D�Q�G���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V���F�D�Q���E�H�Q�H�4�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G��
education units sooner — rather than later.
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This year the OHSU School of Nursing awarded 463 degrees. And now for the awardees:
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The Jean E. Boyle Memorial award  
Undergraduate recipient:   
Adriana Valenzuela, Monmouth  
Graduate recipient:   
Kate Ballard, Pediatric Nurse Practitioner

The Community Service Award 
Undergraduate recipient:   
Terrisa Gardner, Portland  
Graduate recipient:   
Sayre White, Nurse-Midwifery

The Carol A. Lindeman Award 
Undergraduate recipients:   
�(�U�L�F�D�����1�D�G�H�U�P�D�Q�Q�����2�U�R�]�F�R�����/�D���*�U�D�Q�G�H���D�Q�G 
Anna Abel, Monmouth  
Graduate recipient:   
Antita Kanjanakaew, Ph.D.

The Henrietta Doltz Puhaty Award 
Undergraduate recipient:   
�-�H�V�V�L�F�D���1�R�U�W�R�Q�����/�D���*�U�D�Q�G�H 
Graduate recipient:   
Cassandra Hwa, Nurse-Midwifery

The Rural and Frontier Nursing Award 
Undergraduate recipient:   
�$�P�D�Q�G�D���9�L�H�L�U�D���'�H���0�H�O�R�����/�D���*�U�D�Q�G�H 
Graduate recipients:   
Zenaida Gabriel and Nancy Ferrer Barr,  
Family Nurse Practitioner

The Transcultural Nursing Award 
Undergraduate recipient:   
�-�R�V�H�S�K���2���%�U�L�H�Q�����/�D���*�U�D�Q�G�H 
Graduate recipient:   
Vivian Enyo Dzata, Psych Mental Health 
Nurse Practitioner

The Agatha Hodgkin’s Award  
Graduate recipient:   
Benjamin Hughes, Nurse Anesthesia
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The Elnora Thompson Leadership Award 
John Church, RNBS 
Six Nava, Portland  
Grace Hull, Klamath Falls  
�0�D�G�L�V�R�Q���&�R�Q�N�O�L�Q�����/�D���*�U�D�Q�G�H 
Bailey White, Monmouth  
�.�R�4���1�X�Q�H�V�����$�V�K�O�D�Q�G

The Golden Lamp Award 
Susannah Nelson, Portland  
Marisela Flores-Pena, Klamath Falls  
�-�H�V�V�L�F�D���1�R�U�W�R�Q�����/�D���*�U�D�Q�G�H 
Pamela Morigeau, Monmouth  
Jessica Mosher, Ashland
Matthew Schenck, RNBS

���-�l�r�†�v�J�v�r�;�1�b�C�1���-�‰�-�u�7�v

The Dorothy L. Johnson Award 
Yanele Santo-Moto, RNBS 
Carmen Powell, Portland

The Gloria Krueger Award  
Abigail Kollar, Ashland

�
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Excellence in Teaching Award
Undergraduate recipient:   
Emily Elliott, Portland  
Graduate recipient: Amy Ross, online

Diversity and Inclusion Award  
�'�L�D�Q�D���6�L�O�W�D�Q�H�Q�����/�D���*�U�D�Q�G�H
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By Mark Kemball
The University of California San Francisco (UCSF) Alumni 
Association has posthumously recognized Dr. Mary Ann Curry-
McCammon with its Alumni Humanitarian Service award. Dr. 
Curry-McCammon served on the OHSU faculty from 2001 to 
2010, retiring as an emerita faculty member. Those nominating 
Dr. Curry-McCammon for this award included OHSU emerita 
faculty members Dr. Pat Archbold, and Dr. Bev Hoeffer. 

Together they honored Dr. Curry-McCammon’s substantive 
�F�D�U�H�H�U���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���
�W�R���R�X�U���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J��
of the complex interrelationships among pregnancy, abuse and 
intimate partner violence, abuse in disabled populations, and 
�W�K�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���R�I���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V����

Following her academic retirement, Dr. Curry-McCammon volunteered at the Coffee Creek Correctional 
Institute in Wilsonville, Ore. and at the Gynocare Fistula Center in Eldoret, Kenya. Though their settings 
and populations are worlds apart, Dr. Curry-McCammon recognized the shared need to reconstruct the 
lives of women who are economically challenged and vulnerable in their societies. 

Dr. Curry-McCammon used quilting to address the profound psychosocial consequences suffered by women 
experiencing abuse and violence, and who have limited or no access to health care and other essential 
resources. Quilts for Empowerment – a multi-focus program to improve the health and economic security 
�R�I���4�V�W�X�O�D���U�H�S�D�L�U���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�R�U�V���D�Q�G���J�L�U�O�V���Z�K�R���V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H���V�H�[�X�D�O���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�������Z�D�V���D���G�L�U�H�F�W���R�X�W�F�R�P�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���Z�R�U�N��

�
�0�D�U�\���$�Q�Q���K�D�V���Z�R�U�N�H�G���W�L�U�H�O�H�V�V�O�\���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���Z�H�O�I�D�U�H���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���J�L�U�O�V���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���S�R�Y�H�U�W�\����
�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�����D�E�X�V�H�����D�Q�G���G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���K�H�U���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�����W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�������Z�U�R�W�H���'�U�V�����$�U�F�K�E�R�O�G���D�Q�G��
�+�R�H�I�I�H�U�����
�+�H�U���O�L�I�H�W�L�P�H���R�I���L�Q�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�R�U�N���P�D�N�H�V���K�H�U���D�Q���L�G�H�D�O���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���+�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���$�Z�D�U�G����

The OHSU School of Nursing is planning a recognition of Dr. Curry-McCammon in spring 2024.

Street Team members also check-in regularly throughout the community — student/faculty teams 
round four days per week, and the program’s designated mental health nurse practitioner, Helena F. 
Turner, M.S., PMHNP, rounds two days per week. 

�
�2�Y�H�U�D�O�O�����W�K�H���6�W�U�H�H�W���7�H�D�P���D�V�V�L�V�W�V���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���2�U�H�J�R�Q�������V�D�\�V���+�H�D�W�K�H�U���9�R�V�V�����3�K���'�������5�1����
the Associate Dean for the School of Nursing’s Ashland campus. This number includes 605 encounters 
in the Spring 2023 academic term alone. Of the 605, 112 started off with a foot soak. 
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homelessness to address their foot issues, which are more common among the unhoused. 
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Below: Six Nava addresses the crowd as 
�|�_�;���v�|�†�7�;�m�|���u�;�r�u�;�v�;�m�|�-	ž�ˆ�;���=�o�u�����o�u�|�t�-�m�7��
commencement.

Middle right: Emily Hoskinson, student 
�v�r�;�-�h�;�u���=�o�u���|�_�;�������"�&�����o�m�l�o�†�|�_�����-�l�r�†�v��
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Assistant Professor of Clinical Nursing, and  
�	�u�:�����m�]�b�;���	�o�1�_�;�u�|�‹�7�����-�l�r�†�v�����v�v�o�1�b�-�|�;���	�;�-�m��
and Associate Professor.

�
�,�I���\�R�X���D�U�H���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���E�\���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Q�J���F�D�Q�V���D�Q�G���E�R�W�W�O�H�V�����\�R�X���F�D�Q��

(walk) up to 20 miles a day just trying to collect them. 

�7�K�D�W���L�V���D���O�R�W���R�I���Z�H�D�U���D�Q�G���W�H�D�U���R�Q���W�K�H���I�H�H�W����

�K���!�-�1�_�;�t���!�b�1�_�l�o�m�7�7�����:�"�:���:�7���!���7�����v�_�t�-�m�7���1�-�l�r�†�v

Along with Richmond, Voss and other faculty members, the program relies on the involvement of 
nursing students, many of whom serve on the Street Team as a part of their studies. Scholarships are 
�H�Y�H�Q���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���W�R���T�X�D�O�L�4�H�G���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D�Q���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���D�Q�G���D���R�Q�H���\�H�D�U���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W��

�
�7�K�L�V���J�L�Y�H�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���E�D�U�U�L�H�U�V���W�R���J�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���F�D�U�H������
Voss says. 

Recent graduate Ryan Villani, ’23 spent four academic terms serving on the Street Team in some 
capacity. Now an emergency department nurse at Asante Rogue Regional Medical Center in Ashland, 
Villani says her involvement in the program was extremely valuable, giving her fresh insights into the 
barriers unsheltered people face each day. 

�
�7�K�L�V���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���F�D�Q���E�H���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G���L�Q�W�R���D�Q�\���W�\�S�H���R�I���Q�X�U�V�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���Z�H���G�R�������Q�R�W���R�Q�O�\���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���E�D�V�H�G��
healthcare. Whether you are working in family care or oncology or surgery, you will come across 
�S�H�R�S�O�H���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�L�Q�J�����F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���O�L�N�H�����K�R�P�H�O�H�V�V�Q�H�V�V�������V�K�H���V�D�\�V����
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�,�G�H�D�O�O�\�����W�K�H���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���I�R�R�W���V�R�D�N���F�O�L�Q�L�F�V���L�Q�W�R���.�O�D�P�D�W�K���)�D�O�O�V���L�V���M�X�V�W���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���Q�H�Z���J�U�R�Z�W�K��
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community, the ultimate goal, she says, would be to create a blueprint of sorts — something that other 
nursing schools could use as a model for developing similar programs in their own communities. 

Below: Rutha Pedro celebrates with her  
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commencement event.


