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Close your eyes and imagine...
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“Who's actually in the room?”
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“From the onset of our program we need to
address the fact that there can be people in the
room who have these issues going on. | would
see it in my classmates who weren't as
sensitive, talking about people with
Impairments, who deal with chronic pain, who
deal with chronic fatigue, as we were learning
about them. We need to make it clear that
these people are also in the room.”

— Hillary (DPT Program)




"A challenge of medical education is that it's
always so patient focused, in the sense that it
escapes reality that someone in the room might
have one of these mental health diagnoses or
Illnesses or conditions or disabllities that we're
talking about. And, that's not true. That can't
statistically be true.”

— Joy (MD Program)




‘I just wish our instructors knew how bad it
feels to have to self-accommodate. To be like
the one person...like I'm probably really not the
only person in the room thinking that, but just
how bad it feels...that | can't really pay attention
because I'm having to plan my
accommodations...It's so obvious, there are
plenty of people, including people having a
much harder time than me, in the room and
everyone’s pretending like it doesn’t happen. |

just wish it was something more openly talked
about.”

— Opal (MD Program)




‘I remember getting the email that you're
doing this and being like ‘'wow, | can’t believe
somebody is studying this." Like it's so
Important. It's so important especially in health
professions because how can you expect
people to be clinicians and at the same time
imagine that everyone who's in the room
learning to be a clinician does not have any
disabilities, medical problems, or conditions.
Like, 1t's so weird.”

— Opal (MD Program)




“Who's imagined in the room?”
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Expectations & Imaginations




“I just think it's best practice to not treat all
medical students like we're supposed to be
super healthy in [contrast to] all these patients
out there who are the people with all of these
real problems that we have to solve. | wish
iInstructors would take a more realistic view of
the fact that most of the learners in this room
have been patients.”

— Renee (MD Program)




COMMUNITIES HEALTH

Dlisability Impacts

61 million adults in the United States live with a disability
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Disabling “who’s in the room?”
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Roadmap

1. The process of “disabling”

2. Disabling bioethics
-Ouellette & Scully

3. Who's in the room? Taking on new perspectives
-Disability gain

-Disability as unsurprising

-Resources and best practices




The Process of “Disabling”

Embracing disability as a critical category for reflection

EDITED BY SHARON L. SNYDER,
BRENDA JO BRUEGGEMANN, AND
ROSEMARIE GARLAND-THOMSON

ENABLING THE HUMANITIES




Disabling Bioethics

CAMBRIDGE DISABILITY LAW AND POLICY SERIES

BIOETHICS FOR THE PEOPLE

About  Episodes  Contact

BIOETHICS Disability Bioethics
AND
DISABILITY

“This episode Devan and Tyler talk about disability with professor Joseph Stramando. They also discuss Crip

Camp, a documentary on Netflix, and learn what disability studics and disability philosophy contribute to
bioethics.

Toward a
Disability-Conscious
Bioethics

Read more of Dr. Stramando’s published works:

* “Not Who, Buc What

Should Prioritize When Responding to the
Covid-19 Pandemic”

DISABILITY
BIOETHICS

Alicia Ouellette

THE BIDETHIBé
OF ENHANCEMENT

TRANSHUMANISM, DISABILITY, AND BIOPOLITICS
MELINDA C. HALL

Jackie LEACH Scunry




“If | were listing the
most dangerous people

In the U.S. today, BIOETHICS
bioethicists ...would top AND

my list — way above DISABILITY
skinheads, whose beliefs Towarde

they appear to share.” | POk

\licia Ouellette

-Alice Mailhot




Ouellette

CAMBRNIDGE DISABILITY LAW AND FOLICY SERIES

Questions of method

and disability BIOETHICS
. Individuals with disabilities AND
and individualized DISABILITY
interventions and .
. loward a
teChF\O'OgleS? Disability-Conscious
e Or, communal and collective Bioethics

concerns and interventions?

Alicia Ouellette




Scully

BIEAVIENAERE the ethics of disability”
BIOETHICS

Plovad Bodics, Tioral Piffererce VS.

“disability ethics”

Jackie LEACH Sculry




Disabling Bioethics

BIOETHICS Serious ethical analysis
INND must be informed by

DISABILITY the “"embodied effects of
Towarda impairment” — the

ORI Corodon embodied wisdom of

Bioethics

disabled people

DisABILITY
BIOETHICS

Alicia Ouellette




Disability consciousness requires concrete
collaborations




Diversifying “who’s in the room” among
learners and trainees




“The biological, social, and
DEAR cultural implications of
GAI N being deaf are not
AN G s STAKES automatically defined

FOR HUMAN DIVERSITY
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simply by loss but could
also be defined by

e difference, and, in some
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significant instances,

as gain.



“You know the lecturer worked in OB/GYN or
something and was trying to answer questions
and really couldn’t. She basically said, 'yeah, this
IS rare, you're not really gonna see it. And it
made me feel so upset. | felt so deflated. We're
training clinicians — this is important. And this is
my life! | was so upset that | had to follow-up
and educate people on it

-Callie (PA Program)




Disability as unsurprising

[IDISABILITY anp
CHRISTIAN
THEOLOGY




"My advisor knows about accommodations.
She was very much like, ‘this is not a weird
thing; this is not a thing we've done before,
but this is something we can absolutely do.”

-Callie (PA Program)




Politics ® Culture ® Media

Hosted by Alice Wong

SUBSCRIBE TO THE
#DocsWithDisabilities

WITH HOSTS:
DRS. LISA MEEKS & PETER POULLOS

Existing Resources
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Review > J Pediatr Rehabil Med. 2020;13(3):393-404. doi: 10.3233/PRM-200763.

COVID-19 and the need for disability conscious
medical education, training, and practice

Adrienne Doebrich 1, Marion Quirici 2, Christopher Lunsford 3

Affiliations + expand
PMID: 33262100 DOI: 10.3233/PRM-200763

Abstract

The COVID-19 era exposes what was already a crisis in the medical profession: structural racism,
ageism, sexism, classism, and ableism resulting in healthcare disparities for Persons with
Disabilities (PWD). Early research highlights these disparities, but we do not yet know the full
impact of this pandemic on PWD. Over the last 20 years, many medical schools have attempted to
develop disability competency trainings, but discrimination and inequities remain, resulting in a
pervasive distrust of medicine by the disability community at large. In this commentary, we suggest
that disability competency is insufficient because the healthcare disparities experienced by PWD
are not simply a matter of individual biases, but structural and systemic factors requiring a culture
shift in the healthcare nrofessions. Recoanizina that disabilitv is a form of diversitv that is
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Existing Initiatives




Asking and answering the question
whos in the room'?"
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