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About Our Speaker
Dr. Sarah Jean Barton is the Assistant Professor of
Occupational Therapy and Theological Ethics. Dr. Barton
holds a dual appointment in the Occupational Therapy
Doctorate Division and the Divinity School at Duke
University. Dr. Barton earned a B.S. in Biology from Seattle
Pacific University, an M.S. in Occupational Therapy from
Boston University, as well as an M.T.S. (Master of Theological
Studies) and a ThD (Doctor of Theology) from Duke Divinity
School. Her research focuses on the intersections of disability 

with theology, health, education, and religious participation. Dr. Barton’s
research methodology prioritizes partnerships with individuals experiencing
intellectual and developmental disabilities. She has completed recent work on
Universal Design for Learning and accessible pedagogy. Dr. Barton has
published and presented in a wide variety of interdisciplinary settings on
issues related to Christian theology and ethics, intellectual disability,
spirituality, disability studies, and occupational therapy. In addition to her
academic appointment, Dr. Barton works at Duke Health as a senior
occupational therapist with a board certification in pediatrics. Her first book,
Becoming the Baptized Body: Disability and the Practice of Christian
Community, is forthcoming with Baylor University Press in the summer of
2022.
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