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Pillar  of  the  Board  of  Governors – ACS

• Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  TCAA  



Trauma
• 5  million  deaths  per  year  in  world

• Estimated  cost  $1  trillion  (injuryfacts.nsc.org)

• Leading  cause  of  death  1 – 44  years

• Leading  cause  of  working  years  lost

• Exsanguination – Preventable  death

• CNS  Injury – 50%  of  all  trauma  deaths







Trauma is the MOST UNDERFUNDED area!



NIH  Funding

• No  trauma  institute  at  NIH

• 2016 – 2.9%  funded  trauma  research

• $720  million

• 3.7%  of  all  NIH  grants

• Funding  spread  out  to  24  institutes

• 0.01%  NCI – 11%  NINDS

Glass  et  al.  JTACS 2020;88:25 – 32.



Minority of DoD research 

goes to trauma 



Congressionally  Directed  Funds

•Arthritis

•Burn pit exposure

•Cardiomyopathy

•Congenital heart disease

•Diabetes

•Dystonia

•Eating disorders

•Emerging viral diseases

•Endometriosis

•Epidermolysis bullosa

•Familial hypercholesterolemia

•Fibrous dysplasia

•Focal segmental 

glomerulosclerosis

•Food allergies

•Fragile X

•Frontotemporal degeneration

•Hemorrhage control

•Hepatitis B

•Hydrocephalus

•Hypertension

•Inflammatory bowel diseases

•Malaria

•Metals toxicology

•Mitochondrial disease

•Myalgic encephalomyelitis/chronic 

fatigue syndrome

•Myotonic dystrophy

•Non-opioid therapy for pain 

management

•Nutrition optimization

•Pathogen-inactivated blood 

products

•Peripheral neuropathy

•Plant-based vaccines

•Platelet like cell production

•Polycystic kidney disease

•Pressure ulcers

•Pulmonary fibrosis

•Respiratory health

•Rheumatoid arthritis

•Sleep disorders and restriction

•Suicide prevention

•Sustained release drug delivery

•Vascular malformations

•Women's heart disease

DoD  Peer  Reviewed  Medical  Research  Program  (FY21)



Potentially Preventable 

Deaths 2001 thru 2015?

• Approx 6850 deaths

• 1,000 (15%) PPDs

450,000 deaths
Mil-Civ Collaboration: Zero Preventable Deaths  Trauma, Critical Care, and Acute Care Surgery 2017 
 

This is NOT just a military problem: 

 

From the NASEM Report 

 

How many potentially preventable (PP) trauma 

deaths occurred from 2001-2015? 
 

 

Military:  ~ 6,850 combat deaths 

15% potentially survivable injuries 

Approx 1,000 deaths PP 
 

 

 

Civilian: 2.2 million deaths 

20% potentially survivable 

Approx 450,000 deaths PP  
 

 2.2 million deaths

 20% pot survivable



•A NATIONAL

•TRAUMACARESYSTEM
Integrating Military and Civilian

Trauma Care Systems to Achieve

Zero Preventable Deaths After Injury



2005 2013

16%

<10%



Support From Professional 

Societies & Organizations 





Mil-Civ Collaboration: Zero Preventable Deaths  Trauma, Critical Care, and Acute Care Surgery 2017 
 

EXCITING NEW RESEARCH EFFORTS THAT HAVE RECEIVED FUNDING 

· Department of Defense funded contract awarded after competitive application process 

· Establish a network of trauma centers and EMS systems to conduct clinical research 

· Potential total of $90 million with goal of findings that reduce morbidity and mortality and 

are applicable in both civilian and military trauma environments 

· Initial funding of $11 million to establish network and perform first study on epidemiology 

 

 

Multi-Institutional Multidisciplinary Injury Mortality Investigation in the Civilian Pre-

Hospital Environment (MIMIC) 

· Department of Defense funded grant through the Coalition for National Trauma Research 

and in partnership with National Association of Medical Examiners 

· $4 million for comprehensive study of prehospital deaths in civilian trauma 

· Will engage 60-75 clinician/reviewers to form study panels that will review 3,000 pre-
hospital deaths in six diverse states and regions across the country 

· New insights into epidemiology, causes, and potential preventative or treatment strategies 

for trauma-related deaths 

 Study all prehosp deaths, including autopsy

 $4 million grant



Mil-Civ Collaboration: Zero Preventable Deaths  Trauma, Critical Care, and Acute Care Surgery 2017 
 

EXCITING NEW RESEARCH EFFORTS THAT HAVE RECEIVED FUNDING 

· Department of Defense funded contract awarded after competitive application process 

· Establish a network of trauma centers and EMS systems to conduct clinical research 

· Potential total of $90 million with goal of findings that reduce morbidity and mortality and 

are applicable in both civilian and military trauma environments 

· Initial funding of $11 million to establish network and perform first study on epidemiology 

 

 

Multi-Institutional Multidisciplinary Injury Mortality Investigation in the Civilian Pre-

Hospital Environment (MIMIC) 

· Department of Defense funded grant through the Coalition for National Trauma Research 

and in partnership with National Association of Medical Examiners 

· $4 million for comprehensive study of prehospital deaths in civilian trauma 

· Will engage 60-75 clinician/reviewers to form study panels that will review 3,000 pre-

hospital deaths in six diverse states and regions across the country 

· New insights into epidemiology, causes, and potential preventative or treatment strategies 

for trauma-related deaths 

Establish network of trauma centers

Trauma research across continuum

Initial $11M, up to $90M







Access  to  Life  Threatening  

Trauma  Care  For  All
• Previously  appropriated  trauma  grants

• Associated  with  Obamacare

• Prevention

• Education

• Research

• Language  being  formulated  currently



Consolidated  Appropriations  Act

• $1.4  trillion  spending   package

• $900  billion  stimulus/relief  COVID

• Stopped  Medicare  pay  cuts  to  surgeons

• Addressed  surprise  billing

• Provider  relief  fund - $3  billion

• Workforce  and  rural - 1000  GME  spots

• Support  for  cancer  initiatives    



Prevent  Bleeding  Loss  with  

Emergency  Devices  Act

• Comprehesive and  sustainable  

educational  programs

• Grant  funding  for  kits



Firearm  Prevention  Efforts
• Non – partisan  public  health  approach

• Evidence  based  violence  prevention  

programs

• Consensus  among  organizations

• Testimonies

– US  HOR  Energy  and  Commerce

– US  HOR  Labor,  Health  &  Human  Services



Firearm  Research
• Federally  funded  research 

– Reduced  MVCs,  smoking  and  SIDS

– Congress  funded  $12.5  to  NIH  and  CDC  

for firearm  injury  prevention  12/19

• Coalition  letters  to  House  and  Senate

– > 100  organizations

– $50  million  in  research  funding



Bipartisan  Background  Checks  

and  Cyclical Violence

• HR  8 – All  firearm  sales  to  go through  

the  NICS  (Background  checks)

• HR  5855 – Funding  to  create  new  

hospital  based  violence  intervention  

program  (HVIPs)  and  expand  funding

– Fund  research  to  look  at  success

National  Instant  Background  Check  System



Pandemic  and  All  Hazards  Preparedness  and  

Advancing  Innovations  Act

Introduced by Senator Richard Burr

Signed  into  law  6/24/2019  Awaits  Appropriation





22  Jan  2019



What  Can  You  Do?
• Get  educated

• Get  involved  in  your  trauma  societies

• Donate  to  the  cause  you  believe  in

• Meet  with  your  legislators  in  DC,  your  

state  or  virtually!



TCAA

• Advocacy  committee

• Advocacy  Institute

• Lobby  Day

• Lobbying  Firm





Advocacy  Committee









Capitol  Program

• Provides  grants  to  State  ACS  Chapters

• Educational  meeting  at  capitol  city

• Schedules  meetings  with  state  legislators

• 28  states  participating  prior  to  pandemic



Donations
• Donate  to  political  action  committees  

that  supports  trauma  (ACS)

• Bipartisan – Surgery  PAC  supports  

both  parties  equally

• Your  voice  and  support  is  the  only  

way  to  get  initiatives  passed!



WE

NEED

YOU!


