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Dear Friends, 
As the snow 
melts away, I feel 
Spring coming 
and have a strong 
sense of hope 
that our darkest 
times are behind 
us.  2020 tested our resilience, 
compassion, and creativity, as the 
Center pivoted to broaden our  
vision and scope to address the 
dilemmas, uncertainty, isolation 
and suffering of the pandemic. At 
the same time, we maintained our 
momentum and moved  
forward in expanding the Program 
in Compassionate  
Communication. No area of the 
Center’s work has been curtailed 
because we have adapted quickly, 
using virtual modalities to testify, 
meet and teach. I am filled with 
gratitude by the generosity of our 
community. 2020 brought so 
many pressing demands for  
charitable giving, yet many of you 
responded by increasing your 
charitable giving to the Center, 
while also providing support to 
other organizations in a time of 
great need. We thank every  
person listed on the Center’s 2020 
Donor Honor Roll, and warmly 
welcome our new Founders,  
Robert & Sherry Millis. 
Thank you for your support and 
partnership. Together we are  
making a difference and we are 
just getting started! 
 
With hope and gratitude, 

 
 
 

Susan W. Tolle, MD 
Cornelia Hayes Stevens Chair 
Director, Center for Ethics in 
Health Care 
tolles@ohsu.edu 
www.ohsu.edu/center-for-ethics 

      February 2021 
 
Dr. Stowers leads virtual testing of all graduating medical student  
communication skills 
 
Despite all of the challenges of the pandemic, we successfully tested all 156  
graduating medical students on their communication skills in compassionately giving 
bad news and honestly informing the patient of a medical error. Dr. Katie Stowers, the 
Ronald W. Naito Director in Serious Illness Education, skillfully revised the  
content and coached the actors and the faculty so that we could conduct all aspects of 
the testing virtually. This is the fourth OHSU medical school graduating class we have 
tested. It is deeply rewarding to see how much more skilled the current graduating  
students are than the first group we tested. Two areas of improvement stand out: the 
students are using less medical jargon, and they are more honestly disclosing a  
medical error. Each year we keep raising our standards and thus we continue to  
provide confidential individual video review and mentoring to 10% of the graduating 
class who benefit from this additional support. 
 
The New York Times favorably featured the Oregon POLST program 
 
Oregon founded the POLST Program nearly 30 years ago as a way to record patient 
wishes to have or to limit medical treatments as medical orders. Emergency medical 
personnel provide all possible treatments unless they have medical orders to the  
contrary. People with serious illness and advancing frailty have a right to refuse  
resuscitation and intensive care. Paula Span’s article, Filing Suit for ‘Wrongful Life’, 
in the January 22nd issue of The New Y ork Times, describes a growing number of  
lawsuits for failure to find and honor orders to limit treatments. The article highlights 
the story of an unwanted resuscitation in a patient with a New York MOLST form. It 
also features the Oregon POLST Registry as an effective backup system for assuring 
that POLST forms can be found if they are not immediately available in a time of  
crisis. The Oregon POLST Registry was established in 2009 as a repository for  
Oregon POLST forms to ensure that medical orders can easily be found.     
 
The 2021 Annual Kinsman Bioethics Conference  
“Truth, Power, Justice:  Bioethics as a Voice for Health Equity 
 
Thursday, April 15 and Friday, April 16, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Hosted by the OHSU Center for Ethics in Health Care and Samaritan Health Services, 
this virtual Kinsman Bioethics Conference brings together ethics leaders from across 
the state and region. The conference objectives are to learn about the role and human 
toll of systemic inequity, share communication strategies for inclusive and equitable 
patient-professional relationships, and explain the psycho-social impacts of health care 
disparities on patients and professionals. Continuing education credit is offered for 
physicians, nurses and social workers; $25 registration. Information about registration  
and the schedule are available on the Center for Ethics website or by contacting the 
conference coordinator, Megan Spickerman at  helmme@ohsu.edu  

 
 
All event information can be found on the Center’s website at: https://www.ohsu.edu/center-for-ethics 
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Warren & Robin Anderson 
Lisa Andrus-Rivera 
Anonymous   
Archstone Foundation 
Phyllis Beemsterboer & Joseph Jedrychowski 
Amy Dundon-Berchtold & Jim Berchtold 
Evona Brim 
The California Health Care Foundation 
Alyce R. Cheatham 
Gary T. Chiodo & Robert W. Oster 
David Clarke & Linda Moraga 
The Collins Foundation 
Kristin Collins  
Maribeth W. Collins 
Truman Collins 
Samantha Davi  
The Arthur Vining Davis Foundations 
Denison Family Fund of the OCF  
Barbara Durkheimer   
Bill & Karen Early 
Margaret Watt Edwards 
Miles R. & Nancy Edwards   
M. Lowell Edwards Foundation 
John & Betty Gray 
The Greenwall Foundation 
Ned & Sis Hayes 
Eric & Ronna Hoffman Fund of the OCF 
Mary D. Hughes 
The Samuel S. Johnson Foundation 
 
 

 
John Kinsman 
The Kinsman Foundation 
Daniel & Margaret Labby 
The Gilbert J. Martin Foundation 
Joanne McAdam 
Meyer Memorial Trust  
Robert & Sherry Millis 
Ronald W. Naito 
Madeline Brill Nelson 
The Retirement Research Foundation 
Barbara K. Rice 
Dick & Deanne Rubinstein  
Carol Santesson 
John & Joan Shipley 
Barbara A. Sloop 
Cherida Collins Smith 
Cornelia Hayes Stevens 
Doris & Mark Storms 
Storms Family Foundation 
Joan Blakely Strand 
Summerville Fund of the OCF 
Cyrus B. Sweet III  
Hank Swigert 
Susan Hawes Swindells 
Susan W. Tolle 
Lee Diane Collins Vest 
William B. Webber 
Bill & Helen Jo Whitsell  
James & Susan Winkler 
Celia Bast Young 
 

The following friends have established planned gifts benefitting the Center or have told us 
that they have included the Center in their estate plans: 
 
Anonymous (2)      
Lisa Andrus-Rivera   
Phyllis Beemsterboer & Joseph Jedrychowski 
David Clarke & Linda Moraga   
Barbara Durkheimer      
Bill & Karen Early 
Walter & Gail Grebe 
Verona Lynam                                         

       Amy Ramm 
       M. Burke & Barbara K. Rice 
       Cornelia Hayes Stevens 
       Hank Swigert 
       Susan Hawes Swindells 
       Susan W. Tolle 
       Sandy & Elaine Weinstein  
       Bill & Helen Jo Whitsell 



Honor Roll of Donors 2020 
Cumulative Giving of $500,000 + 
Anonymous (3)  
Lisa Andrus-Rivera 
Evona Brim 
Alyce R. Cheatham 
Bill & Karen Early 
The Kinsman Foundation 
The Meyer Memorial Trust 
Madeline Brill Nelson 
Cornelia Hayes Stevens 
Storms Family Foundation 
 
2020 Gifts & Grants 
$100,000 or more 
Lisa Andrus-Rivera 
Ronald W. Naito MD Foundation 
Cornelia Hayes Stevens 
Storms Family Foundation 
 
$50,000 to $99,999 
The Kinsman Foundation 
 
$25,000 to $49,999 
M. Lowell Edwards Foundation 
Miles R. & Nancy Edwards   
Robert and Sherry Millis Fund of the OCF 
Cherida Collins Smith 
 
$10,000 to $24,999 
Rod & Amanda Ashley 
Phyllis Beemsterboer & Joseph Jedrychowski 
Nancy Bode 
Evona Brim 
Truman Collins 
Bill & Karen Early 
The Moraga Clarke Family Fund of the VC 
Carol Santesson 
Susan W. Tolle 
Lee Diane Collins Vest 
James & Susan Winkler 
 
$5,000 to $9,999 
Benevity Community Impact Fund 
Margaret Jeppesen 
Carolyn McMurchie 
Osamu Muramoto 
 
 
 
 
 

$1,000 to $4,999 
Warren & Robin Anderson 
Ann Barden 
David E. and Mary C. Becker Fund of the OCF 
Priscilla Bernard Wieden 
Jack & Melanie Birnbach 
Kay Bristow 
Bruce & Brenda Burns 
Alyce R. Cheatham Fund 2 of the OCF 
Anne Clark & Edwin Parker 
Barbara Durkheimer  
Michael & Anita Garland 
Alan Goudy 
The Ronna & Eric Hoffman Fund of the OCF 
Robert & Cecelia Huntington 
Rie Kimura-Opperman 
Verona Lynam 
The Gilbert J. Martin Foundation 
Nancie S. McGraw 
Laurie Meigs 
Brian & Bambi Rice 
Burke & Barbie Rice 
Robert & Marilyn Ridgley Charitable Fund of 
FC 
Dick & Deanne Rubinstein 
John Shipley 
Susie Swindells 
John K. Vitas and Pat Towle Fund of the OCF 
 
$500 to $999 
Michael & Liz Arrington 
Sam and Nancy Booth Fund at VC 
Sue Cameron 
Samantha Davi 
Alice Davies 
Gary & Sandra Etlinger Fund of the OCF 
Dodd & Nancy Fischer Charitable Fund at SC 
Barbara Glidewell 
Jock & Barbara Kimberley 
William Leslie 
James McDermott  
Lindsey McGrath & Tom Schneiger 
Hillary McNeill 
Victor & Toinette Menashe 
Mary H. Oldshue 
Jane Partridge 
The Pillsbury Family 
Barbara A. Sloop 
Sandy & Elaine Weinstein 
William & Mary George-Whittle Fund of FC 
 
 



$100 to $499 
Hal & Jane Ayotte 
Bud & Norma Bardana 
Tom & Mary Bartlett 
Robert & Joyce Byerly 
Mike & Cathy Clarke 
Jim Diamond and Judy Rea Family Fund at SC 
Bruce Edwards & Karen Young 
Toni Eigner-Barry 
Amy Fields 
Susan Foy 
Ben & Starla Garst 
Terrence & Janice Gould 
Gay Greger & James Sjulin 
Kaye Hanni 
Patrick & Kelley Harrington 
Jane Jarrett & David McCarthy 
Margaret Klein 
Cindy Kleinegger 
The Koe Family Fund at FC 
Frank & Nancy Kratochvil 
Helen H. Lindgren 
Theresa Luthi 
Michael Macnab 
Patty Mamula 
Sandra Maxwell 
Robert Mendelson 
Frances Menlove 
Jim & Lora Meyer 
Melissa Monner 
Bob & Karen Morris 
Tom Nelson & Peggie Schwarz  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Olson 
Milo & Bev Ormseth 
Jim & Ginny Post 
Peter & Bonnie Reagan 
Caroline Reiswig 
Jerry & Bunny Sadis 
Terri Schmidt & Jay Dumont 
James Spiekerman 
Helen Stern 
Don and Joan Strand Foundation at FC 
Larry & Linda Veltman 
Janet Westwood 
Margie Willis 
Margaret Wilson 
Phyllis Yes 
 
Gifts and Grants under $100 
Leroy & Cheryl Boyer 
Tisa Dorsa 
Christina Gibson 
Fran Hepp 
Jean Hoffman 
Randy Kiyokawa 
Becky Kreag 
Alan & Lana Miller 
Delores Nunn 
Jan Rowell 
Christine Tully 
Bob Williams 
Wanda Wilson 
FC-Fidelity Charitable, OCF-Oregon Community Foundation, 
OJCF-Oregon Jewish Community Fund, SC- Schwab Charitable  
VC-Vanguard Charitable  

 
 

 

We look forward to the day when we can all be together again. 


