


It’s a common 
health problem

Although cavity 
rates have dropped 
significantly over 
the past 40 years, 
tooth decay remains 
the most common 
chronic disease of 
childhood.

(Source: “Dental Caries (Tooth Decay),” 
National Institute for Dental and Craniofacial 
Research, updated on May 28, 2014)



It affects children’s ability to learn

(Sources: S.L. Jackson, et al., “Impact of Poor Oral 
Health on Children's School Attendance and 
Performance,” American Journal of Public Health, 
Oct. 2011, Vol. 101, No. 10, pp. 1900–1906.; 
National Collaborative on Education + Health, 
“Leading Health Conditions Impacting Student 
Attendance,” 2015.)

• Children with poor oral 
health are nearly 3 times 
more likely to miss school 
than their healthier peers.

• Dental problems are one 
of the 7 leading factors 
shaping whether children 
attend school.



It affects adults’ ability to earn

“In America, most 
people — including 
employers — make 
instant judgments 
based on appearance, 
including someone’s 
smile and teeth.”

(Source: “Bad Teeth, Broken Dreams,” CNBC 
story published online, June 13, 2013.)



It affects our military readiness

(Source: Military Medicine, June 2013, Vol. 178, pp. 607-618)

"Dental readiness is an important enabler 
for overall Department of Defense (DoD) 
total force readiness.

. . . Dental emergencies detract from mission 
accomplishment and often require medical 
evacuation, potentially endangering the 
dental casualty and others."
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