	Behavior
	Questions-  What more to ask
	Recommended interventions



	Wandering
	-In the house/out of the house?
-Purposeful (e.g., trying to escape) or 

     searching for stimulation? 
-Occurring at night or during the day 

-Does the patient require 24 hour supervision to        

     prevent wandering  

-Enrolled in safe return program 

-Does/does not have ID bracelet


	-Q2hrs toileting

-Simplify environment/get rid of clutter.

-Treat pain

- If on antipsychotics, this may be a sign of akathisia. Consider lowering the dose, increase hydration and exercise. 



	Physical/verbal aggression


	-Past history of verbal aggression?
-Purposeful?  

-Has caused any harm? 

-Guns in the home?  

-Triggers (e.g., with ADL care, etc)? 

-Frequency? 
	- Avoid confrontation; do not argue

-Limit stimuli, respect space, distract, redirect,    

     provide reassurance.

-Treat pain.

- Rule out elimination issues and UTIs.

	Depressed mood/apathy


	-Past history? 

-Suicidal ideation? 

-Appetite/weight changes?  

-Guns in the home?
	-Provide opportunities for social engagement

-Maximize functional capacity

-Assess imminent risk: opportunity, access to   

  means, plan, intent, feasibility of plan.

- Involve caregivers and/or family members.

- Access emergency services as needed.

-Assess and treat depression.

	Delusions


	-Content (paranoid or frightening versus non-threatening)? 


	-Re-orient, re-direct, re-assure.

-Assess risk vs. benefit of initiating tx with neuroleptics. 

	Night time behaviors


	Is this a sleep cycle reversal?

What hours do they sleep?
	Maximize daylight time for activities.

No napping during the day, especially after 4pm




For more details:  http://www.guidelines.gov/content.aspx?id=12254&search=dementia

