Beyond Fairview: An Oregon Story of Supporting Inclusive Community Living (1907-2018)
The state of Oregon
purchased 672 acres of
land for the “Institution for
the Feeble Minded”

1907

1933: Facility renamed
Oregon Fairview Home
Photo: Fairview circa 1920. Credit: Oregon State Archives,
Oregon School for the Deaf, OSD0057

1918: As a result of WWI,
veterans were returning
with disabilities and
Congress passed the
first major rehabilitation
program - for soldiers

December 1,
1908: The first 39
residents were
admitted to the
center after being
transferred from
the Oregon State
Psychiatric Hospital
in Salem Oregon

1962:
• Resident population peaks at
more than 2,700 people
• Fairview complex consisted
of 60 buildings
• 49 states had at least one
institution for people with
intellectual disabilities

400 acres were
cleared for crops,
orchards, and
farm animals
A bill also passes
to guarantee
federal funding for
vocational rehab,
job counseling and
training for people
with disabilities

1920

1927: Buck v. Bell
A Supreme Court rule
that a state statute
has the authority to
sterilize patients

1923: Oregon Legislature
established the Oregon
Board of Eugenics
which oversees the first
sterilizations of Fairview
residents

1931: 46 residents
enroll in the first jobs
“parole” program where officers would
check in on other
patients ensuring
their safety

1941: Rosemary Kennedy was
institutionalized to avoid scandal
after undergoing an unsuccessful
prefrontal lobotomy - a “cure” for
lifelong mild intellectual disability
and aggressive behavior that
surfaces in late adolescence which resulted in total incapacity.

1950: The ARC (Association for
Retarded Citizens) was founded by
parents of youth with the diagnosis.

1958: Fairview
turns 50 years
old. Six original
residents remain.

1941
1935: Social Security
Act - President
Franklin D. Roosevelt

Photo: Patients and
Caregivers. Credit:
The Fairview Memory Book.
Oregon Department of
Human Services. 2000
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1946: Staff to resident
ratio stands at 1 to 85

1953: Radiation experiment conducted without
consent in Waltham, Massachusetts at the Fernald
School, an institution for boys with intellectual
disabilities by inviting 100 teenage students to
participate in a “science club” where they were
privy to special outings and extra snacks. Parental
consent letters only mentioned testing blood
calcium after a special breakfast meal - not of the
radioactive substances also included in their meals.

1963: U.S. President John F.
Kennedy called for a reduction
“over a number of years and
by hundreds of thousands, of
persons confined” to residential
institutions - Federal funding
was set aside for Disability
Infrastructure Support.

1981: State Legislature
requires plan to reduce
resident population of
Fairview

1972: The Oregon Court of Appeals
upheld the sterilization of a 17 year old
girl with mental illness and a history of
abuse by her family.

Medicare and Medicaid
established through the
Social Security Act

1965
Voting Rights Act provided
protections for minority voting
rights including allowing
people with disabilities to
receive voting assistance by
a person of choice

1977: Height of
Institutionalization
for people with
disabilities and
mental health
needs - 151,112
people in the U.S.

1980: Civil Rights
of Institutionalized
Persons Act (CRIPA)
1975: The first version of
Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) was
signed into law.

1982: Federal Civil
Rights Investigation
begins
1983: Federal funding
threatened after U.S.
Department of Justice
announced investigation
into physical wellbeing
of residents

1987:
• Fairview is Salem’s largest job
site with 902 new jobs
• Medicaid funding is cut until
state approves new services
• New resident admissions
comes to an end

1990:

1986: Federal Civil
Rights lawsuit filed
1979: Facility renamed to
Fairview Training Center

1985: U.S. D.O.J. and
Health Care Financing
Administration decertify
the facility after abuse
investigations
1984: Fairview is sued by 4
separate parties including two
parents of children at Fairview,
the ARC, and the U.S. D.O.J.

Photo: Entrance sign. Credit:
The Fairview Memory Book.
Oregon Department of Human
Services. 2000

1992: 91%
of residents at
have jobs at
Fairview

1998: Relocation of
residents begins
2000: Last Fairview
resident leaves

2001: Property sold
for $12 million to
Sustainable Fairview
Associates, which was
the seed money for
the Fairview Trust

Americans with
Disabilities Act
became law

1996: State issues
plan for closing
Fairview by 2000.

2007: Great Recession Sustainable Fairview
Associates goes bankrupt,
parts of property sold to
developers.

1999

Olmstead v. L.C. - the
Supreme Court decided
that individuals with
intellectual disabilities
must be offered services
in the most integrated
setting possible.
Photo: Woodworking jobs at
Fairview. Credit: The Fairview
Memory Book. Oregon Department
of Human Services. 2000

2009: Current number
of people in institutions
according to the
National Council on
Disability - 32,909

2010: Rosa’s Law changes
references in many state statutes
that referred to mental retardation
to intellectual disability
2011: $6.9 million
of trust loaned to
DHS budget

2003: September 17th, the Free
Our People March ended at the
nation’s capital advocating for full
implementation of Olmstead v. L.C.
decision, Money Following the Person
legislation, and Medicaid reform.

2000: Staley v.
Kitzhaber lawsuit
filed January 14th,
alleging Oregon
failed to provide
services in the
most integrated
setting possible

2002: Governor Kitzhaber
publicly acknowledges
forced sterilizations as
a “great wrong that was
done to more than 2,600
Oregonians over a period
of approximately 60
years” and establishes
December 10, 2002 as
Human Rights Day.

2018

2015: Lane v. Brown
settlement, September
8th, Oregon agrees
to end sub-minimum
wage and segregated
work environments
2012: As of 2012, the
Fairview trust had
already helped over
1,000 households
make modifications such
as adding ramps in the
front of houses, safety
bars to bathrooms, and
other equipment to make
homes more accessible.
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