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Session Overview 

ÅProject background and introduction 

ÅCrab fishing safety survey results 

ÅPFD assessment results 

ÅInteractive discussion of fishing safety 

issues  

ÅOpportunity to try different PFDS   



Regional Summaries of 
Fatality Data 



U.S. Commercial Fishing Fatalities by Year 
and Region, 2000-2010 (542* total) 

*Chart excludes 6 deaths in Hawaii and 1 in Canadian waters during transit to AK 



Commercial Fishing Fatalities  
by Incident Type, Washington and Oregon, 
2000-2010 (62 total) 



Commercial Fishing Fatalities  
by Fishery, Washington and Oregon, 
2000-2010 (62 total) 

Salmon 

Salmon 



ωDungeness Crab Vessel 
 
ωSudden Capsize 

 
ωDue to heavy weather 

 
ωNo emergency equipment 

used 
 
ωImmersion suits vs. PFDs 

Typical Scenario 



ωSafety survey used to:   
ωIdentify ways to prevent 

vessel loss in the first place. 
ωIdentify opportunities for 
ω Hazard reductions during 
bar crossings 
ω Stability instructions 
ωFisheries management 
issues 

 
ωPFD Evaluation 
ωIncrease PFD use in heavy  
 weather and surf 

Safety Survey and PFD Evaluation 



 

ÅNIOSH PFD study in Alaska  

ÅInterviewed 400 fishermen 

ÅFour gear types 

ÅDistributed ~200 PFDs 

Å68% response rate 

ÅVessel owners and 

operators changing policies 

 

Promoting PFD Use 





Dockside Safety Survey Design 

 

Å34 questions for crew, 46 for captains. Topics included:  

 

ïDemographics and background 

ïPFD use and comfort 

ïSafety training and readiness 

ïUS Coast Guard inspections 

ïVessel stability reports 

ïBar crossings 

ïWeather  



PFD Assessment Design 

21 questions, topics included: 

 

ÅFrequency of use under different conditions 

ÅComfort 

ÅImpact on ability to work 



Study Promotion 

ÅPress release and 

advertisements 
 

ÅNIOSH and USCG partnership 
 

ÅAttended Alaska Marine 

Safety Education Association 

safety training 



Study Procedures 

Administered the study in Newport, Oregon, over 2-days  

 

Dockside Safety Survey: 

ÅInvited fishermen on the docks and left calling cards if no 
one was present on vessel.  

Å15-minutes to complete.  

ÅInvitation for PFD assessment after completion of safety 
survey. 

 

PFD Assessment: 

Å50 PFDs (5 types x 10) randomly distributed with a unique 
code number.  

ÅComplete survey after 1 and 30 days of PFD use.  




