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OHSU and the School of Nursing saw great chal-
lenges and change in the last year. However, change 
brings the opportunity for beginning anew.

As this academic year came to a close we said 
good-bye and thank you to a calm and capable 
leader, Saundra Theis, PhD, RN, interim dean. Since 
Theis came to OHSU in 2000 to lead the Ashland and 

Klamath Falls campuses, she has been committed to what is best for the school. 
This included postponing her retirement to serve as interim dean in June 2006. 
Please join me in thanking Sandy for her unwavering leadership and commit-
ment, and congratulating her on her retirement.

Under the capable guidance of Dean Theis in the midst of challenges facing 
OHSU this last year, the school sought to rediscover the activities and people 
that collectively de�ne the school. During the �rst week of Spring term the 
school embarked on a weeklong photo shoot to document the school�s integral 
activities: teaching, learning, discovering and caregiving. We call the project 
Week One. I invite you to rediscover the important work of the School of Nursing 
through this pictorial exploration.

Subsequent articles in this year�s Nursing Progress delve deeper into the 
activities captured during Week One. Topics of articles include: the daily activi-
ties of faculty statewide; research about end-stage liver disease and treatment 
decisions; our �rst class of nurse anesthesia graduates;  and our �rst class of 
bachelor�s students in the new OCNE curriculum. This issue also looks to the 
future of the school by exploring a new scholarship established by a long-time 
friend of the school and the opening of our newest campus in Monmouth. 

As I begin my new role as dean I do so with great esteem for those that 
came before me. I came to OHSU because it has a national and international 
reputation for preparing nurses for the many facets that make nursing a career 
to grow with you throughout a lifetime. I will carry on these traditions of qual-
ity academic programs and research strength, and I hope to grow the school�s 
practice-based research. I hope to build stronger connections in the community 
and learn what people expect of the school. We�re not a done deal; we�re on a 
journey to something better. In order to partner with you on this journey, my 
�rst priority will be to get to know you and better understand your concerns, 
hopes, dreams and aspirations.

I invite you to read this issue of Nursing Progress and join us as we celebrate 
the last year of work and embark on new beginnings.

Sincerely,
Michael Bleich, PhD, RN, FAAN
Dean and Professor, OHSU School of Nursing
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 uring the �rst week of spring term 2008, the OHSU  
 School of Nursing embarked on a weeklong photo  
 shoot to document the school�s integral activities on all 
campuses: teaching, learning, discovering and caregiving.  
We call the project Week One. Rediscover the important work  
of the School of Nursing through this pictorial exploration.

Week One: D

A pictorial exploration of the 
OHSU School of Nursing
Above: Instructor Natalya Hasan teaches a group of sophomore 
students at the Simulation and Clinical Learning Center in Portland.

Right: Dawn Lewis, La Grande junior nursing student, observes a 
blood draw by Marcie Mullenberg at the EOU Student Health Center.
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Left: Klamath Falls bachelor�s students have a 
spring day �boys vs. girls� snowball �ght.

Above: Eastern Oregon University�s Badgley Hall � 
home to OHSU�s La Grande campus.

Below: Carol Howe, DNSc, CNM, FAAN, professor, 
interim director of Advanced Practice Nursing 
Programs and director of the Nurse Midwifery 
program, leads a discussion in an issues seminar 
for the Nurse Midwifery Program. To read more 
about Dr. Howe and the daily life of faculty, turn to 
page 14.
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Top: Carol Christlieb, MSN, RN, associate professor on the  
Ashland campus, leads a discussion with a clinical group of 
students in Ashland.

Above: Ashland campus seniors Michelle Higgins and Terri Mensch 
practice clinical skills with �SimMan.�
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Top: A new building is being constructed on the Oregon Institute 
of Technology campus which will house OHSU�s Klamath Falls 
campus.

Above: Sophomores on the Klamath Falls campus converse before 
class begins.

Left: Colleen Casey, PhD, RN, examines activity in older patients in 
her NINR-funded instrument feasibility study. To read more about 
Casey�s research, turn to page 18.




























































































