Unacceptable Abbreviations

All documentation should be written legibly and abbreviations avoided.  OHSU recognizes the following abbreviations as dangerous, and their use is unacceptable.

	AVOID
	INTENDED MEANING
	MISINTERPRETATION
	CORRECTION

	NEW 

F

OR 

2

0

0

4
	o     (degree)


	Hour
	Misread as zero
	Write hr
	NEW 

F

OR 

2

0

0

4

	
	Q.D.


	Daily
	Misread as four times a day
	Write daily
	

	
	Q.O.D.


	Every other day
	Misread as four times a day
	Write every other day
	

	
	MS

MSO4
	Morphine sulfate
	Magnesium sulfate
	Write “morphine”
	

	
	MgSO4
	Magnesium sulfate
	Morphine sulfate
	Write “magnesium sulfate”
	

	
	cc
	cubic centimeters
	Misread as “u” (units) or 4
	Use mL
	

	U
	unit
	Zero, four or cc

(Causes at least a 10-fold overdose, 4U read as 40 or 44)
	Spell out unit.

	IU
	international unit
	IV (intravenously)
	Spell out unit.



	Trailing zeroes

Example: 1.0
	1
	10
	1      Do not use terminal zeroes for doses expressed in whole numbers

	No leading zeroes

Example:   .5
	0.5
	5
	0.5   Use a zero before a decimal when the dose is less than a whole number

	(g
	microgram
	mg
	Use mcg or write micrograms

	x 3 D
	days or doses
	Misinterpreted as “doses” when “days” is meant and vice versa.
	Spell out days or doses

	/  (slashmark)
	To separate doses (750mg/500mg/750mg)
	Misread as the number  “one”
	Specify dose and schedule (e.g. 750mg po qam and qhs, 500mg po q noon)

	Nitro
	nitroglycerin or nitroprusside
	Misinterpreted as nitroprusside when nitroglycerin is meant and vice versa
	Do not abbreviate

	AZT
	zidovudine (Retrovir)
	azathioprine
	Do not abbreviate


	CPZ
	Compazine (prochlorperazine)
	chlorpromazine
	Do not abbreviate

	DTO
	Deodorized tincture of opium or diluted tincture of opium
	Misinterpreted as diluted tincture of opium when deodorized tincture of opium is meant and vice versa
	Do not abbreviate

	HCL
	Hydrochloride
	KCL
	Do not abbreviate


	TAC
	triamcinolone or tetracaine, adrenalin, cocaine
	Misinterpreted as tetracaine, adrenalin, cocaine when triamcinolone is meant and vice versa
	Do not abbreviate
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