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Rashes may not just be skin deep. The skin can
be a window into the internal workings of the
human body, allowing for the elegant and critical
diagnosis of internal malignancies and other sys-
temic conditions. As our largest organ, our skin
is a complicated structure whose role in barrier
function, homeostasis, nutrition, and immune
function is indispensable. By focusing a trained
eye toward the subtle signs and symptoms of the
skin, we can better serve our patients.

The intricate relationship between the skin and
internal malignancies is only part of the story,
however. The addition of therapeutic interven-
tions further complicates the relationship between
the skin and malignancy, challenging the skin in
extreme and powerful ways. Both the physician
and the patient must understand and address the
iatrogenic complications of chemotherapy and
radiation therapy to maintain the best health
possible for the patient.

This issue of Dermatologic Clinics is devoted to
the discussion of both the cutaneous manifesta-
tions of internal malignancy and the complex rela-
tionship between cancer treatment and the
integument. The authors of “Internal Malignancy
and the Skin: Paraneoplastic and Cancer Treat-
ment-Related Cutaneous Disorders” are some of

the leaders in the fields of dermatology, cutaneous
oncology, and radiation oncology. The collabora-
tion between these talented individuals has resulted
in a comprehensive overview of malignancy and the
skin that can provide additional guidance to those
treating patients who have cancer.

We would like to thank Dr. Neil Swanson,
Alexandra Gavenda, Elsevier Publishing, Oregon
Health Sciences University, and the various
authors for their hard work and continued support.
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