Epidemiology and Biostatistics Track - Oregon MPH Program

Oregon Health & Science University

Department of Public Health and Preventive Medicine

Internship Guidelines

Purpose:  The internship is intended to broaden students' public health perspectives and provide experience in applying information learned in courses.  This course is designed to integrate practical experience in the field of public health with theory and content learned in didactic courses.  The student is expected to write a report demonstrating the integration of classroom experience with the on-site internship (proposal form enclosed).  This requirement is utilized to assist the student in developing a broader perspective on the work s/he is doing.  In addition, the preceptor and the student should both have a sense that the internship activities are contributing to the preceptor’s work.   

Process:  Our program recommends that MPH students contact a state or county health department or some other health agency to arrange the internship experience. Many of our students have been closely involved with epidemiologists in a variety of settings and have undertaken the analysis of diverse datasets under the guidance of those mentors/preceptors.  Internship sites are listed at

http://www.ohsu.edu/xd/education/schools/school-of-medicine/departments/clinical-departments/public-health/education-programs/student-resources/internship-planning.cfm


Supervision:  Preceptors should provide close supervision and maintain frequent contact with the student.  There should be a focus on how a team and the preceptor work and the rewards of doing that work.  This is an opportunity for students to explore potential career paths in public health.

Projects:  Student projects could involve a wide range of tasks, from developing information regarding available services to determining the effectiveness of protocols, therapies, or a consulting service.  They could be involved in coding, sorting records, observing, describing projects, analyzing data, and preparing case reports.  Students may assist with outbreak investigations or be involved in developing health policy through local or state agencies.  

Pre-requisites:  All students participating in this experience will have completed at least Epidemiology I and Biostatistics 1.  The faculty strongly recommends taking Epidemiology II and Biostatistics 2 as well before participating in the internship.

Proposal:  Before registering for the internship placement, the student will complete an internship proposal form that is to be signed by the internship preceptor and the Epidemiology and Biostatistics Track Director.  
Report and grade: At the end of the experience, the student will submit a project report to the preceptor describing the experience and what the student has gained from it.  The preceptor evaluates the paper and, based upon the student's performance during the field experience and the report, the preceptor will assign an internship grade of Pass/Fail.  The preceptor will send a copy of the internship grade and the report to the Epidemiology and Biostatistics Track Director.  This recommendation can be sent via email.

Extended projects:  Depending upon the student and the nature of the placement, the student may be interested in doing further work at the placement site that might develop into a thesis project.

Credits and time commitment:  The time to credit ratio is 33.3 hours of internship experience earns one course credit (for example, 100 hours/10 week term = 10 hrs per week = 3 credits).  MPH students need a minimum of 3, and a maximum of 6, internship credits.  

DHS Expectations:  If the student is located at DHS, the student must comply with the following expectations (students are already in compliance with #2):

1. Abide by the policies, procedures, practices, rules and regulations of DHS which are in effect when Trainee is at the DHS, as identified by DHS to OHSU;

2. Provide proof of up-to-date immunizations of Diphtheria, Tetanus, Polio, Rubella, Rubeola, Hepatitis B or proof of prior disease, yearly proof of tuberculin skin tests and/or chest x-rays, CPR certification and Bloodborne Pathogen training;

3. Keep in confidence any and all privileged information concerning clients of the DHs, and upon request to provide proof of certification in HIPAA training at OHSU;

4. Confer with Trainee’s Preceptor regarding all client findings, interventions, and patient management plans;

5. Abide by all instruction and supervised oversight of the Preceptor; and

6. Not assume the responsibility, position, or authority of DHS qualified clinical staff.

Problems:  If problems or issues arise that are barriers to achieving your learning objectives for the internship/organizational experience, discuss them with preceptor first.  Then, if problems or issues cannot be resolved, discuss them with faculty advisor.  Address problems early.

Waivers: Requests for waivers can be made in writing and sent to the Epidemiology and Biostatistics Track Director.  Given the goal to increase student skills and develop new insights into public health, the internship requirement is rarely waived.  Students with extensive public health experience, such as in a state or county health department, are expected to seek an alternate type of challenge in another area, such as health policy, health care systems research, etc.  A student with substantial research experience in an academic setting will be strongly encouraged to seek field experience in a health department or other agency that will broaden the student's horizons in public health.  

These guidelines were last updated 7/6/2010.

Epidemiology and Biostatistics Track - Oregon MPH Program

Oregon Health & Science University

Department of Public Health and Preventive Medicine

Field Experience Minimum Requirements

Students are expected to demonstrate competency in multiple areas such as coursework, practicum experience (e.g., an internship), and a culminating experience (e.g., a thesis).  In addition to meeting the OMPH Program Minimum Standards for field experiences, internships for students in the Epidemiology & Biostatistics Track must meet the following requirements:

· Before beginning an internship, each student must obtain the approval of the Epidemiology and Biostatistics Track Director and the preceptor of the organization that is sponsoring the Internship.  An Internship Proposal form must be completed with the internship objectives, addressing at minimum Track Competencies 1-3, 5,6.  The Internship Proposal form must be signed by the preceptor, the Epi/Biostats Track Director (Dr. William Lambert), and the student.

· The student’s internship experience must be community or population based, preferably offering the opportunity to use an existing dataset.  Internships should not be at the person’s employment site, unless the student has an opportunity to participate in a new learning experience.  It is possible to participate in a research internship at OHSU if the project involves population-based epidemiologic data and is outside of the program department.  If conducted at OHSU, the internship preceptor must come from outside the program department.

· Any OHSU employee, student, or resident who engages in a clinical activity outside of OHSU as part of the course and scope of their duties needs off campus authorization in order to be covered under OHSU’s insurance program.  Please contact Education Manager, Tree Triano (trianot@ohsu.edu), if you expect to be doing any clinical work with patients.  This should not apply to our students, though there may be an occasional exception for MD-MPH students.

· During the internship, students should participate in at least one of the following activities involving epidemiology and biostatistics (Track Competencies 1-3,5,6):


1.
analysis of data on public health events (required),


2.
analysis of literature related to the public health agency’s activities,


3.
analysis of policy implications of the data collected,


4.
evaluation of a public health program/project,

5.
development of a grant proposal for a public health program/project,


6.
collection of data/information for a public health program/project, or

7.
development of a tool, instrument, or computer software for a public health program/project.

· At the conclusion of the practicum, the student must prepare a final report, following the Internship Report guide and reflecting on his/her mastery of competencies, including Track Competencies #1-3, 5, 6.  The student will present her/his internship report to her/his preceptor.  

· The preceptor will provide a recommendation for a grade of pass/fail, based upon the student’s performance, mastery of stated competencies, and the Internship report.

The student’s final grade is assigned by the Track Director after review of the student’s report and the preceptor’s grade recommendation.

Internship Proposal
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Student Information

	Student’s Name:
	
	Date:
	

	Quarter and Year:
	
	Number of Credits:
	

	Student’s Home Phone #:
	
	Field Site Phone #:
	


Preceptor Information

	Preceptor’s Name (include degrees):
	

	Preceptor’s Phone Number:
	
	Fax #:
	

	Preceptor’s Email Address:
	

	Internship Location and Site Address:
	

	
	

	
	


Is this an off-site internship dealing with identified patient data?  Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
    No   FORMCHECKBOX 

Does this project have IRB approval? Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
    No   FORMCHECKBOX 
   n/a    FORMCHECKBOX 

The internship is intended to provide experience in applying information learned in courses.  This course is designed to integrate practical experience in a public health setting with theory and content learned in didactic courses.  The student is expected to write a report demonstrating the integration of classroom experience with the on-site practicum (outline found in the Internship Guidelines).   

PROPOSAL

	Epidemiological domain (e.g., prevention):

	

	Area of application (e.g., AIDS prevention) and location:  

	

	Objectives:

	


If located at DHS, signature denotes agreement to abide by DHS expectations.

Approvals (signature and date):

	Preceptor
	

	Epi/Biostats Track Director (W. Lambert)
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Internship Report Format

Name: _________________
Quarter(s) 
 Year: __________       Number of Credits:__
Dates From (mm/yy):
 To (mm/yy):_____     Average hrs/wk:__
1.  Agency site:  

2.  Preceptor:  

3.   Describe the program and population of focus:  


4.  Please check each activity in which you participated:

(  Analysis of data of public health importance (required),

(  Analysis of literature related to the public health agency’s activities,

(  Analysis of policy implications of the data collected,

(  Evaluation of a public health program/project,

(  Development of a grant proposal for a public health program/project,

(  Collection of data/information for a public health program/project, or

(  Development of a tool, instrument, or computer software for a public health program/project

5.   Please write a brief statement on how you met each of the following:

a)  Apply population-based concepts of epidemiology and risk determination to the assessment of health problems.  

· Identify and accurately measure disease risks and associations as applied to populations:

b) Apply evidence-based knowledge of health determinants to public health issues

c) Apply and interpret a variety of statistical methods commonly used in medical and public health research, including estimation and hypothesis testing (Biostatistics 1), 

· Use one or more computing packages (e.g. SAS, SPSS) to perform statistical analyses covered in coursework.

· Summarize methods and results of a data analysis into written form suitable for reports and publications

6. Identify ethical problems that arise when epidemiology is used to guide public policy decisions

· Discuss any ethical issues regarding the implications of your work.  If there are none, state any steps taken to ensure ethical considerations; e.g., adherence to IRB or HIPAA guidelines.

7. Identify cultural dimensions of conducting research, including culturally sensitive recruitment of study participants, and develop strategies for interpretation of data in the larger cultural context.

· Discuss any cultural issues that were present during the project and your data analysis.  If no cultural issues were included, discuss how they could have been addressed. 

  8.  What specific lessons did you carry away from this experience regarding epidemiology or biostatistics and its application to managing health problems in a community?  Discuss issues such as reliability and validity of data, power of inference using data, program evaluation, etc. as relevant and cite references.  

9.  What were the benefits for you and for the agency of this internship?

10. Preceptor’s grade recommendation based upon the student’s performance, mastery of stated competencies, and the Internship report:


11. Preceptor’s assessment of student’s demonstration of the three track competencies identified in question 5 (brief statement):

12.  Final grade (leave blank:  review by William Lambert, Director of the Epidemiology and Biostatistics Track):

