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MINUTES OF THE GRADUATE COUNCIL 

 

November 8, 2011 

 

Members present:  Philip Copenhaver, Robert Duvoisin, David Farrens, Peter Heeman, 

Holly Jimison, Bill Lambert, Mike Liskay, Cheryl Maslen, Owen McCarty, James 

McKanna, Suzanne Mitchell, Sean Molloy, Cynthia Morris, Diane Stadler, Niki Steckler, 

Paul Tratnyek 

Members absent: Allison Fryer, Jim Huntzicker, David Jacoby, Wolfram Laub, Derek 

Musashe, David Parker, Ted Ruback,  

Guests: Pam Burger, Mickie Bush, Johanna Colgrove, Patricia Dickerson, Diane Doctor, 

Brenda Donin, Lorie Gookin, Rick Goranflo, Heather Hicks-Fromdahl, Liz Lawson-

Weber, Karen McCracken, Rita Rand, Joanne Valerius, Jessica Walter 

The minutes from October’s meeting were approved with one minor change – the 

student blog http://www.ohsu.edu/blogs/studentspeak/ is approximately 800 hits a day vs. 

1,000 which was reported earlier. 

 

 

ASSOCIATE DEAN’S REPORT    
 No report for November’s meeting since Dr. Fryer was out of town 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

a) PMCB Student Rotation Talks course:  *Approved - contingent on creating a 

syllabus. Presented to Council by Cheryl Maslen.  

 Course offered annually - Winter term, for 1
st
 year PMCB students 

 At the end of the course, students will give an oral presentation of the research 

they did during their Fall term rotation which will be evaluated by faculty and 

students. 

 Student’s mentor will be deeply involved to make sure the data used is current 

and accurate. 

b) Provisional Admit Policy change:  Policy will be updated again to further 

distinguish difference between document-based and performance-based 

provisional admissions.  New draft will be voted upon at next Graduate Council.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

a) Biomedical Informatics – Proposal for Health Information Management Track in 

MS and MBI programs: Presented to Council by Joanne Valerius.  

 The national credentialing agency in health information management 

(CAHIM) has adopted a policy that HIM program directors have at least a 

master’s degree as well as an RHIA (Registered Health Information 

Administrator) credential. Increase in inquiries from prospective students 

asking if OHSU offers a Master’s degree in Health Information Management. 

http://www.ohsu.edu/blogs/studentspeak/
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 Courses are the same that are already offered for the MBI and MS Clinical 

Informatics track but will have the addition of seven core HIM courses. 

 Graduate Council will vote at next month’s meeting. 

 

b) Program Review – Human Investigations Program, Clinical Research:  Presented 

to Council by Cynthia Morris. 

 

c) Grades/Incompletes: * Mickie Bush from the Registrar’s Office went over the 

policies governing Grade Submission and ‘Incomplete’ grades because the 

Registrar’s Office is concerned about many faculty members not submitting 

grades in a timely manner and/or do not understand the criteria for assigning 

students an Incomplete grade. The School of Medicine Grade Submission policy 

has been posted to the Grad Studies website.  

 

d) Increase Application fee to finance Master’s regalia:  Presented to Council by Rita 

Rand from the Graduate Studies Office. Request made to increase fee from $65 to 

$75 beginning 2012/2013 academic year to enable Graduate Studies to pay for 

master regalia and continue offering fee waiver/refunds to minority students per 

the waiver/refund policy. Council members requested information on how the 

current fees are used. Tabled to December meeting. 

 

e) Application numbers by week:  Tabled to December 

 

 

UPDATES FROM GRADUATE PROGRAMS 

 

APPROVAL AGENDA 

 

The following applications for Graduate Faculty were approved: 

 Stephen David, Ph.D. – Neuroscience Graduate Program 

 Hiroyuki Nakai, M.D., Ph.D. – Molecular and Medical Genetics 

  

  

 

  

   

  

 

 

 

 

  
























