
 

The OHSU Library achieved success and made  
progress toward both short and long term goals. 
The Library also experienced an inordinately high  
number of staff changes in FY2008, with the retire-
ment of the University Librarian, four library   
managers and other staff members. Recruitment 
for the University Librarian position was success-
fully completed with a candidate being selected in 
June. David Robinson, Vice Provost for Educational 
Technology, served as interim library director from 
April 1st thru the end of the fiscal year.   

From David Robinson, Interim University Librarian  
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Front entrance, Old Library/Auditorium  

Developed procedures and training 
for NIH Public Access Policy 

Electronic theses and dissertations   
instituted 

Outreach to departments via liaison 
program and mobile library 

Access to Ovid databases and     
journals for Oregon health profes-
sionals preserved 

Collaborative Learning Space       
created 

The loss of institutional knowledge with these high level retirements should 
not be underestimated. Prior to these staffing changes came a significant 
amount of knowledge transfer and departmental reorganization and reassign-
ments, ensuring effective organization of workflow for this period of transition 
and for the future. 

http://drl.ohsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/drl&CISOBOX1=Front
http://drl.ohsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/drl&CISOBOX1=entrance
http://drl.ohsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/drl&CISOBOX1=Old
http://drl.ohsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/drl&CISOBOX1=Library
http://drl.ohsu.edu/cdm4/results.php?CISOOP1=any&CISOFIELD1=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOROOT=/drl&CISOBOX1=Auditorium


Collections and Facilit ies  

Digital Resources Library  

The OHSU Digital Resources Library (drl.ohsu.edu) houses digital books, photo-
graphs, videos, and other digital objects, all of which can be used for non-profit 
educational purposes. The DRL includes eight public collections containing more 
than 6300 items. In FY2008, we began work on two new digital collections: 

Kent Anderson, OHSU employee, generously donated nearly 2000 images 
that document the recent OHSU expansion, including the construction and 
opening of the Portland Aerial Tram, the Peter O. Kohler Pavilion, and the 
Biomedical Research Building. 

We began collaborating with Dr. Erick Turner to house his collection of 
documents related to the FDA approval of psychiatric drugs. 

In the coming year, look for further development of these collections, as well as a 
new interface and a new server for the Digital Resources Library. 
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Collaborative Learning Space  

In March of 2008, we opened the Collaborative Learning Space on the fourth floor 
of the Library. Two smaller study rooms were combined to provide space for inter-
active learning. A large table with eight data ports allows laptop users to toggle 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ƻƴ  ǘǿƻ осέ [/5 ǎŎǊŜŜƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ 5±5 ǇƭŀȅŜǊκ
VCR. Students can reserve the CLS through the OHSU Library catalog for up to four 
hours at a time. Room policy and instructions for how to book the room are avail-
able at www.ohsu.edu/library/groupstudy.shtml. 

Most Articles Cited by 
OHSU Authors 

 
Journal of Biological 
Chemistry 
 
Proceedings of the 
National Academy of 
Sciences 
 
Journal of  
Neuroscience 
 
Nature 

Articles by OHSU 
Authors Most Cited 
by Non-OHSU Users 

 
Journal of Biological 
Chemistry 
 
Journal of  
Neuroscience 
 
Blood 
 
Journal of Virology 
 
Proceedings of the 
National Academy of 
Sciences 

Journals with the 
Most OHSU Authors 

 
Blood 
 
Circulation 
 
FASEB 
 
Journal of  
Neuroscience 
 
Journal of Biological 
Chemistry 

http://www.ohsu.edu/library/groupstudy.shtml
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Library Use  

People entering the library 117,497 

Materials checked out 22,076 

Visits to the library Web site 594,449 

Electronic articles downloaded via library subscriptions 1,340,000 (est.) 

Reference Questions and Web Use 

Just as our collections are both physical and electronic, we serve users both           

in-person and via electronic tools.  The charts below illustrate the volume of     

various library services, both in-person and virtual. 

Ariel View of Marquam Hill 
Campus (1981) 

άWǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ        
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ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǘƻƻƭǎΦέ   

Old Library Back Patio, 
December, 2008 



Inside Story Headline 

Health Information by Mail  

Through the Health Information by Mail program, we will provide health informa-

tion to any Oregon resident via mail or e-mail. Using current, authoritative sources, 

reference librarians will send an overview by mail or e-mail to requestors free of 

charge.  More information about this service is available at www.ohsu.edu/library/

consumerhealth/himrequest.shtml.  

ά¢ƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ 

provide health 

information to any 

Oregon resident 

via mail or             

e-ƳŀƛƭΦέ  
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Interlibrary Loan & Document Delivery  

Information & Knowledge Delivery  

OHSU users are borrowing fewer materi-

als from other  libraries, most likely    

because the Library has added more 

electronic journals and developed better 

methods of identifying and collecting 

the materials OHSU users need. The  

Library is also lending fewer materials to 

other libraries, although we still supply 

more than we request, showing that our 

collection is a valuable resource 

throughout the region and beyond. 

Auditorium Building  

Two projects in FY2008 were devoted to making our catalog more useful.  When 

searching the catalog, users can now view tables of contents, book jackets, and 

reviews for health sciences books, making it easier to find the right book. Users can 

also search for journals using the title abbreviations that appear in PubMed rather 

than having to look up the full title of the journal.   

Catalog Enhancements 

Library Classes 

Librarians taught 247 classes for 2,567 faculty, students, and researchers at OHSU.  

These sessions included customized classes for departments, visits to distance  

education and AHEC sites, and new student orientations. In addition, the library 

participated in 33 outreach sessions, including classes, health fairs, and other 

events to further the health of Oregonians across the state.    

Portland Aerial Tram 


