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Summary Information

Repository Oregon Health & Science University Historical Collections & Archives

Title Carl Julius Hoffmann Scrapbook

Date [inclusive] 1908-1947

Extent 2.5 Linear feet 1 box, 1 scrapbook

Location Archives, Room 440, Old Library, Marquam Hill Campus

Language English

Abstract Dr. Hoffmann was a Portland native and graduate of the University of

Oregon Medical School, class of 1907, who served the community of

Woodland, Washington for most of his career. The Carl Julius Hoffmann

Scrapbook is a leather bound memorial book prepared by the community

of Woodland, dedicated to Carl J. Hoffman, M.D. for his 40 years of

medical service.

Preferred Citation

Carl J. Hoffmann Scrapbook, Accession no. 2008-002, Historical Collections & Archives, Oregon Health
& Science University.

See conditions governing reproduction and use.
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Biographical History

Carl Julius Hoffmann, M.D. was born in Portland, Oregon on December 17, 1882. As a school boy at
Couch Grade School, he managed a newspaper route. He also raised pigeons, selling them to Chinese
customers. Hoffman later worked for The Oregonian, first in the mail room and later promoted to the
business office after taking several business courses.

After saving enough money, Hoffman began medical school while also working weekends for the
newspaper. He graduated from the University of Oregon Medical School with the class of 1907. As
a senior at UOMS, he was class president, graduated valedictorian, awarded a medal of excellence in
anatomy, and received the “Saylor Award” for maintaining the highest scholastic average across the four
years. After graduation, Hoffman served a one year residency at St. Vincent Hospital, where his work in
surgery and relations with the medical board, specialists, and head nurse drew professional endorsement.

At the invitation of Dr. C. R. Zener, whom he met while an intern at St. Vincent, he moved to LaCenter,
Washington to take over Dr. Zener’s practice while he recovered from an illness. Known as the “saddle
bag doctor,” he would ride his horse Billy to logging camps, mill sites, and settler’s cabins at a moment's
notice, day or night.

When Dr. Zener recovered, Dr. Francis Longaker sent a note to Hoffmann that there would be an opening
for a doctor in nearby Woodland. Within a week, he moved and set up practice in a town with seven
saloons and one church. Included in the deal struck with Dr. Longaker, he inherited a buggy and a team
of horses, Trix and Pet, to transport office and medical equipment. He also bought a saddle horse to use
when the roads became impassable. Hoffman occupied an office at 557 Goerig Street in Woodland where
he practiced for 62 years. He lived next door to his upstairs office in the Bryant building, carrying water
and cutting his own for wood for heating and cooking. Earle Bryant, who became a fast friend, had a
pharmacy on the first floor. In the absence of a nurse, Earle would serve as anesthetist.

These were the days without telephone and automobile. Many of the injuries sustained in the mills and
logging camps required immediate on-site surgery. Bryant remembered that there were some very tense
moments in those days. Hoffmann also assumed the practice of another town physician, retiring Dr. Alice
Chapman. When the roads in the valley were improved, he would drive his Model T Ford to care for
injured loggers, deliver babies, and assist with other ailments or injuries.

After marrying Ethel Gerding, the local school teacher, on May 10, 1912, they spent a year in Europe
while he completed post-graduate work at the University of Vienna. Ethel and Carl gave birth to two
children, Helen and Ernest Carl.

Dr. Hoffmann retired in 1970. During his career he was distinguished for his hard work. In 1948, he was
named the Washington State Medical Association’s, “outstanding general practitioner in the state." On
August 24, 1947, a picnic was held in his honor, attended by 3,000 Lewis River Valley and Woodland
residents with a parade of hundreds of “Dr. Hoffmann’s babies.” The Woodland community presented
Hoffman with a leather bound scrapbook documenting his 40 years of service. It was found in his library
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at the time of his death. Over the course of his career, Hoffman received a variety of honors. As time
passed, he began avoiding any form of public recognition.

Carl J. Hoffmann died at the age of 88, lauded by anyone who had the pleasure of meeting him. Earle
Bryant said that in all of the years spent with Dr. Hoffman, he had never seen him angered or swear. His
children Ernest Carl and Ethel both died in 1968, just 6 months apart.

Memberships:

Washington State Academy of General Practice

American Academy of General Practice

Independent Order of Odd Fellows

Free and Accepted Masons

Alpha Kappa Medical Fraternity

Woodland school Board

City Councilman

Mayor of Woodland

Honors:

Washington State Medical Association: Outstanding General Practitioner in the State, 1948

Woodland Community Club: various honors

Woodland Service Club: elected 1st Citizen

Scope and Contents

Consists of one memorial book prepared by the community of Woodland, Washington dedicated to Carl J.
Hoffman, M.D. for his 40 years of medical service and given to Hoffman on August 25, 1947. Scrapbook
is bound by a leather cover with a tooled image of Dr. Hoffman containing glued-in photographs and
documents.

Administrative Information
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Publication Information

Oregon Health & Science University Historical Collections & Archives 2008

Conditions Governing Access

There are no restrictions on access. The collection is open to the public.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use

The OHSU Historical Collections & Archives is the owner of the materials and makes available
reproductions for research, publication, and other uses. Written permission must be obtained from the
OHSU HC&A before any reproduction use. The OHSU HC&A does not necessarily hold copyright to
all of the materials in the collections. In some cases, permission for use may require seeking additional
authorization from the copyright owners.

Custodial History

Mrs. Helen Moore, daughter of Dr. Hoffmann, donated the scrapbook to the University of Oregon
Medical School in May of 1975. It was received by Margaret Hughes, the UOMS librarian. In that
same month, the book was loaned to the Fort Vancouver Historical Society (Fort Vancouver Historical
Museum). There is an extant catalog card written by Heather Rosenwinkle, librarian of the Oregon Health
Sciences University (formerly UOMS), dated May 13, 1976 noting that the book was accessioned into
the UOMS Pacific Northwest Archives and was on loan for one year (an additional year, presumably an
extension of the original loan).

On May 22, 1999, Janet Crum, an OHSU cataloger, noting that the item was not in the catalog, asked
about the card. Library Director, James Morgan wrote on May 25, 1999 to Gus Norwood, Director of the
Clark County Historical Society, asking if Norwood would research the loan in order to repatriate the item
to the OHSU collections. Archivist, Karen Peterson and History of Medicine Librarian, Sara Piasecki, met
with Greg Shine and Tessa Langford of the Fort Vancouver Historical Site in regards to other outstanding
loans. They were not in possession of the scrapbook but suggested the archives contact the Clark County
Historical Society. Giving us the name of Director Susan Tissot, Sara Piasecki made contact with the
society. In spite of Tissot's reservations, it was agreed that the book would be returned.

Acquisition Information

The scrapbook was accessioned into the archives by Archivist, Karen Peterson and History of Medicine
Librarian, Sara Piasecki on February 20, 2008, previously held by the Clark County Historical Society on
loan from the University of Oregon Medical School (now OHSU) since May of 1975.

Processing Information

All items in the scrapbook were re-attached during processing.
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Related Materials

Related Archival Materials

Digital Commons:

See the OHSU Digital Commons to view assorted images related to the medical profession in Oregon.

Archival Collections:

Carl Julius Hoffmann Glass Lantern Slide Collection, Accession no. 2006-009

Carl Julius Hoffmann syringe set, Medical Museum Collection, 77-206.68.3

Biographical Files:

See the Biographical Files for more information about the life and work of Carl J. Hoffmann, M.D.

Controlled Access Headings

Occupation(s)

• Physicians

Personal Name(s)

• Hoffmann, Carl Julius, M.D.
• Moore, Helen

Subject(s)

• Medicine and Health
• Oregon
• Scrapbooks
• Washington (State)



Guide to the Carl Julius Hoffmann Scrapbook  2008-002

- Page 8 -

Other Finding Aids

The following institutions contain archival collections related to medicine and health.

Wellcome:

http://www.wellcomecollection.org/Default.aspx

Mutter Museum:

http://www.collegeofphysicians.org/mutter-museum/

National Museum of Health and Medicine:

http://www.medicalmuseum.mil/
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Collection Inventory

Box 1 

Memorial scrapbook 


