Important Travel Update: Change in Purchases of Government Fares

OHSU's Travel Office recently received updated information regarding government fares and OHSU's eligibility to purchase them with P-cards. Government fares, and who is eligible for them, are tracked by the State of Oregon. Last week, the State approved eligibility of the OHSU P-card for government fares; however, it now appears this approval may be rescinded. The State has relayed concerns that their ability to keep controls around the government fares may be at risk and they will not make a final decision for another week or two. 

Because many departments need to purchase these fares immediately or in the near future, the Travel Office has established an ongoing agreement with Azumano Travel rather than wait for a decision from the State. OHSU staff may continue to use the Corporate Credit Card for purchases of government fare tickets. When purchasing a government fare, either using the Azumano on-line booking tool or calling them directly, you will need to provide an authorization number and alias just as you were doing prior to March 1, 2009. All non-government fare purchases will need to be made using an OHSU P-card Plus or a personal credit card. 
Regardless of which travel agents or online booking services OHSU travelers use in the future, they will continue to be responsible for effective trip planning and for assuring that OHSU funds are prudently spent.

Questions related to this update can be addressed to Diana Sherman, Travel Auditor, at 503 494-2164 or Mary Justice, Sr. Manager Central Disbursements, at 503 494-4714. Please accept our sincerest apologies for any inconvenience this has caused you.
Background Information
OHSU's contract with Azumano Travel expired on Feb. 28, 2009. As a cost saving measure, this contract was not renewed. Travelers and travel coordinators will still be able to access the Azumano website and may work with agents to make travel arrangements. For more information about the proposed plan, refer to the Feb 18 and Feb 25 issues of the 5-Minute Manager.
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