OHSU Knight Cancer Institute

Fighting cancer through innovative research and
multidisciplinary patient-centered care.

History

The OHSU Knight Cancer Institute became Oregon’s
only NCI-designated cancer center in 1997. The
institute is known internationally for its leadership
in fighting cancer at the molecular level. The most
celebrated cancer discovery in a generation—the
targeted drug Gleevec—was developed at OHSU
by Brian J. Druker, M.D., the director of the OHSU
Knight Cancer Institute and JELD-WEN Chair of
Leukemia Research. Druker also is a member of the
National Academy of Sciences and a Howard Hughes
Medical Investigator.

The OHSU Knight Cancer Institute is dedicated to
making Oregon’s death rate from cancer the lowest
in the nation and to shaping the way that cancer is
treated worldwide.

Discovery

o The institute conducts more than 1,000 research
projects and manages approximately 400 clinical
trials each year.

o Cancer institute research has led to important
advances for prostate, breast and colon cancers,
and for leukemia, lymphoma, gastrointestinal
stromal tumors and other malignancies.

« The institute’s internationally renowned prostate
cancer program has made breakthroughs that
have improved prostate cancer detection,
treatment and prevention, and set new standards
of care worldwide.

o OHSU-led research established colonoscopy

as the gold standard for early detection of

colon cancer.
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Healing

o The institute features multidisciplinary
teams including a combination of medical
oncologists, radiation oncologists, surgical
oncologists, nurses, pharmacists, physical
therapists, social workers, nutritionists
and nurse navigators to create customized
treatment plans for adult and pediatric patients.

o The institute’s Department of Radiation
Medicine was the first in the region to offer
the Calypso image guidance radiation system
and stereotactic body radiation therapy
(SBRT), advanced technologies that reduce
radiation toxicities and side effects.

o The institute has the largest bone marrow
transplant program in the region and the only
one offering both autologous and allogenic
marrow transplant.

o The institute’s Adolescent and Young Adult
Oncology Program, one of only a handful in the
nation, offers comprehensive services to address
the unique needs of the 15- to 40-year old
cancer population.

The OHSU Knight Cancer Institute collaborates
with community partners such as Salem Hospital
to advance cancer care and research. Recently the
institute joined forces with Pacific Oncology to

provide enhanced community-based cancer care.
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