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Dear Students, Advisors and future Miracle Makers, 
 
We are so excited that you are interested in our program!  Kids Making 
Miracles (KMM) has been dedicated to raising money and awareness for 
OHSU Doernbecher Children’s Hospital for 20 years! Myron Child founded 
KMM in 1992, after his daughter was a patient at Doernbecher and before 
the new hospital had been built. Myron presented the idea of fundraising for 
a new hospital to a few local high school students and KMM was born.  Since 
then it has blossomed into the renowned program.   
 
Doernbecher Children’s Hospital is located in Portland, Oregon on the same 
campus as Oregon Health and Science University.  Children from all over the 
Pacific Northwest make more than 155,000 visits to Doernbecher annually.  
 
At the entrance to the hospital you will find the KMM miracle garden and at 
the center is the Eternal Flame.  It always burns brightly as a reminder of the 
difference we’ve made- so the kids at Doernbecher always know there is 
someone fighting for them. The walls surrounding the Eternal Flame list the 
names of every school that has participated in KMM. Your schools name can 
be added to our miracle garden this year.  
 
Thank you for your support in giving the thousands of children at 
Doernbecher the gift of good health and the opportunity to experience all 
that life has to offer. 
 
Sincerely,  
Layne Iafrati, Canby High School 
Ryan Weber, Tillamook High School 
2011-12 KMM Co-chairs 
 

 For more information contact Mallory Tyler  at 503-220-8344 or 
dchfinfo@ohsu.edu 

facebook.com/kidsmakingmiracles 
kmm.doernbecherfoundation.org 

2011-2012 Manual 

1 



 

 
Kids Making Miracles 

Section 1: Welcome 

Kids Making Miracles for Doernbecher 
 

The Kids Making Miracles Executive Council involves a small 
group of student representatives who work closely with the 

Doernbecher Foundation to oversee general program 
activities.  Participation on the council builds leadership skills 

and a keen understanding of philanthropy and it can be a 
rewarding and fulfilling experience for many students.  If you 

are interested in becoming a part of the council, please 
contact Mallory Tyler  at 503-220-8344 or 

dchfinfo@ohsu.edu to apply. 
 

2011-12 Executive Council Members 

 
Senior Co-Chairs 
Layne Iafrati       Canby High School   
Ryan Weber      Tillamook High School 
 
Council Members 
Nate Ashby       Aloha High School 
Corey Ballard Tualatin High School 
Harlee Beard              Oregon City High School 
Tiffiny Bofill Tillamook High School 
Monet Borla Sherwood High School 
Jordan Bowers Sherwood High School 
London Brooksby  Tualatin High School 
Claire Cushing Sandy High School 
Elvia Gaona Liberty High School 
Addisen Johnsen Aloha High School 
Katie Kelly Lincoln High School 
Brita Kintz Gladstone High School 
Dru Mitchell Tigard High School 
Megan Moran Central Catholic High School 
Molly Moran Central Catholic High School 
Alexa Nakashima Canby High School 
Shannon Orr Tillamook High School 
Kennedy Salveter Sandy High School 
Sara Scott Canby High School 
Brax Youd Canby High School 
Max Young Battleground High School 
Marissa Zerngast Tillamook High School 

“I started working with KMM in order to make a difference in other 
young people’s lives and in return was given so much as well.  I made 
friendships that have lasted to this day, learned leadership and 
communication skills that have been invaluable and have a strong 
sense of community.  I am now a teacher and leadership advisor, my 
students participated with KMM for the first time last year.  They are 
hooked, what a great “feel good” organization where young people 
can help other young people.”   
 

Sara Nilles, Newberg High School, KMM Co-Chair 1995-1996 
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Kids Making Miracles 

Section 1: Welcome  

Points of Distinction 

Diabetes and Obesity 
ω tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŀǊƻƭŘ {ŎƘƴƛǘȊŜǊ 5ƛŀōŜǘŜǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŀōŜǘŜǎ ƛǎ 
treated from youth to adulthood 
ω ¦ƴƛǉǳŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƛƴ ƻōŜǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
 
Neurology and Neurosurgery 
ω ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ǎǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ŜǇƛƭŜǇǎȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ω 9ȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ-guided neurosurgery for 
quick recovery and improved quality of life 
ω 5ŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ōǊŀƛƴ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇƛƴǇƻƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀōƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƛȊǳǊŜǎ 
not available elsewhere in the region 
 
Papé Family Pediatric Research Institute 
ω {ǘŀǘŜ-of-the-art facility for translational research focused on curing 
devastating childhood diseases 
ω [ƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛƻƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
with complementary research programs 
 
Pediatric Intensive Care 
ω bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ-oriented care 
ω /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜŘ-based clinical knowledge in pediatric 
intensive care field 
 
Cancer Care and Research 
ω {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǇŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ 
unit, outpatient clinic, and infusion center dedicated exclusively to the 
care of children 
ω {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻŦ ǇŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ƻƴŎƻƭƻƎȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ 
ω wŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ōǊŀƛƴ ǘǳƳƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǳƪŜƳƛŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
ω !ǊŜŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ŎƘŜƳƻǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ƛƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ 
ω {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ōƻƴŜ ƳŀǊǊƻǿ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƭŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜƳ ŎŜƭƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ω ¦ƴǊƛǾŀƭƭŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ 
 
Cardiology and Cardiothoracic Surgery 
ω [ŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻŦ ǇŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ ŎŀǊŘƛƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ 
ω !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀǊǊƘȅǘƘƳƛŀǎ 
ω ¦ƴƳŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƛƴ ƴƻƴ-surgical approaches to care 
ω 9ȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ōȅ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŎƭƛƴƛŎǎ ƛƴ 
11 communities across the state 

 

OHSU Doernbecher Children’s Hospital 
Doernbecher Children’s Hospital, a Level 1 trauma 
center and the state’s only academic children’s 
medical center.  With 151 beds, Doernbecher has 
the largest pediatric ICU in Oregon.  The hospital 
and its outpatient practices provide the widest 
range of children’s programs in Oregon and 
southwest Washington. 
 
In addition to its facilities on Marquam Hill, 
Doernbecher offers primary care and specialty 
services in locations throughout the Portland metro 
area and outreach clinics throughout the state. The 
11-room Doernbecher Emergency Department, 
renovated in 2009, was designed exclusively for 
kids and provides 24-hour observation services for 
children. 
 
Doernbecher scientists conduct the kind of world 
leading research that is changing the face of 
pediatric medicine. They are studying the human 
genetic blueprint to discover the root causes of 
childhood diseases, a revolutionary process that 
will one day uncover cures. 

hI{¦ 5ƻŜǊƴōŜŎƘŜǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 
Among Top 50 in the Nation 
Pediatric experts across the nation have 
ranked OHSU Doernbecher Children’s 
Hospital one of the best in the country in 
eight specialties, according to U.S. News & 
World Report! 

OHUS Doernbecher Children’s Hospital is proud to offer a full range of pediatric primary and specialty 
care to meet the needs of children living in Oregon, southwest Washington and beyond.  
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Kids Making Miracles 

Section 2:  Getting Started  

Come Tour the Hospital! 
 
Probably the best way to generate enthusiasm and support for Kids 
Making Miracles is to tour OHSU Doernbecher Children's Hospital.  
 
To Arrange Tour  
Contact the KMM Coordinator at (503) 220-8344 or 
dchfinfo@ohsu.edu.  
 
Tours are available:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
**You must schedule your tour at least two weeks  

in advance to be accommodated.** 
 
Tour Length 
Tours are normally one hour. Students can visit the outpatient and 
inpatient units, Child Development and Rehabilitation Center and the 
surgical/Pediatric Intensive Care Unit floor. 
 
Tour Size 
We are unable to tour more than 30 people at one time or give 
more than two tours per day. Please make sure to schedule your 
tour at least two weeks in advance.  
 
Who May Tour? 
Students must be 12 years or older. Keep in mind that Doernbecher 
patients are seriously ill and many take medications that make them 
extremely susceptible to infection. To protect patients, anyone with 
a cold, cold sore, diarrhea, fever or other contagious illness must 
postpone their tour until another time.  

Doernbecher Foundation Assistance 
 
The Doernbecher Foundation can assist you by 
providing a reasonable quantity of the following  
items without expense to your school: 
 
For Your Events 

Doernbecher Foundation and Eternal Flame logos 
Doernbecher Dolly costume 
Banners 
Balloons 

 
For Your Assemblies  

Kids Making Miracles student volunteer speakers 
 
DVDs 

Kids Making Miracles DVD 
Doernbecher patient story DVD 
 

For Sponsor Solicitation  
Doernbecher presentation folders  
"Hero News" newsletter 

 
For Volunteer and Sponsor Appreciation  

Doernbecher Hero Award certificates  
 

**Please contact the KMM coordinator at  
(503) 220-8344 to reserve any of these items.** 

Organizing Your Kids Making Miracles Committee  
 

1. Gather a group of students and a school advisor who are interested in helping Doernbecher Children’s Hospital.  Advisors are 
very helpful in the planning of your school assemblies, scheduling events, and getting administrative support.  The most important 
part of forming your Doernbecher club or committee is to be inclusive!   Include kids of all ages and grade levels. 
 
2. Review the KMM Manual  
 
3. Brainstorm ideas and begin developing a plan and a time-line 
 
4. Arrange a tour of Doernbecher Children's Hospital.  Invite staff and administrators to help gain their support. 
 
5. Present your completed plan and time line to the administration for approval.  In most schools the administration will whole-
heartedly endorse any well-planned projects such as Kids Making Miracles. 
 
6.  Gain community support.  The Kids Making Miracles campaign is not only about raising money for children, but raising commu-
nity awareness of what you, the students, are doing.  We recommend creating a flyer to distribute to local businesses n your area. 
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Kids Making Miracles 
Section 2: Getting Started  

From South: 
Take I-5 North toward Portland 
Take the Terwilliger exit 
Turn left onto Terwillger Blvd. 
Continue on Terwilliger Blvd. 
Take a left on SW Campus Dr. 

From North: 
Take I-5 South toward Portland 
Take I-405 South to Exit 1C - 6th 

Ave./Ross Island Bridge exit 
Turn right onto 6th Ave. 
Take a left onto Terwilliger Blvd. 
Take a right on SW Campus Dr. 

From West: 
Take Hwy. 26 East to I-405 South 
Take I-405 South to exit 1C - 6th 

Ave./Ross Island Bridge exit 
Turn right onto 6th Ave. 
Turn left onto Terwilliger Blvd. 
Take a right on SW Campus Dr. 

From East: 
Take I-84 West and take I-5 North 
Take I-405/Fremont Bridge exit 
Take I-405 South to exit 1C - 6th 
 Ave./Ross Island Bridge exit 
Turn right onto 6th Ave. 
Turn left onto Terwilliger Blvd. 
Take a right on SW Campus Dr. 

School Bus 
Parking Lot 

Campus Drive 
Parking Lot  Bus Drop-off  

Lobby  
Entrance  

Parking 
Parking at OHSU can be difficult, so please allow extra time. We encourage you to car pool or take the bus. If you plan to 
bring a school bus, your bus can drop your group off in the turnaround at the main entrance of the hospital. Then your bus 
driver will be directed to the appropriate parking lot. You will need to have your bus driver come back to pick your group up 
in one hour.   

Directions to Doernbecher Children’s Hospital 
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Kids Making Miracles 

Section 3: Assemblies  

 The key to your campaign success is your assembly! 
 

This is your opportunity to share your enthusiasm, educate and excite your school 
Highlight Doernbecher patient stories from your school and community to show how Doernbecher services affect your school 
Promote your project to inspire interest and participation throughout the student body 
Develop a feeling of common purpose, commitment and community within your student body 
Plan your assembly directly leading into your Doernbecher fundraising events 

Sample Kids Making Miracles Assembly Outline   
Average Length: 30-50 minutes 

 
 
Welcome and Opening Remarks       2 min.    School Representative 

Usually includes the flag salute and an introduction to the assembly by the Student Council or NHS president. Remarks 
should include an introduction to Doernbecher and the purpose of the assembly.  
 

Introduction of DVD   15 sec.    School Representative 
 
Kids Making Miracles DVD  7 min.          

Video gives an overview of Kids Making Miracles and Doernbecher Children’s Hospital. It also features Doernbecher 
patients, the co-chairs, school projects, the Candlelight Procession and the Pajama Jam. 

 
Patient Stories from Your School  5 min.   

We urge you to include patient stories from your school and community.  This has proven to be one of the most 
effective aspects of our assemblies.  Speakers can include students, teachers whose children have been patients, or 
people you know in the community. 

 
Kids Making Miracles Campaign   5 min.    Kids Making Miracles Doernbecher Volunteer 

An overview of the Kids Making Miracles campaign, examples of what other schools are doing and information on the 
Doernbecher Candlelight Procession as the culminating event which brings all the schools together to show their 
support for Doernbecher. 

 
Your School's Activities   10 min.    School Representatives 

Here's where you kick-off your campaign. Presentation should include: 
An overview of your Doernbecher fundraising projects (schedule of events) 
Highlights of your committee's Doernbecher tour and how it made you feel 
Acknowledgment of key sponsors and donors 
Motivational remarks from students and staff 
Any recognition or award structure you have developed 

 
Closing Remarks 30 sec.   School Representative 
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Kids Making Miracles 

Section 4: Fundraising  

 Fundraising and Friend Raising! 
 

Your Kids Making Miracles events will fundraise and friend raise for Doernbecher Children’s Hospital.  As you will discover during 
your brainstorming sessions, the fundraising possibilities are endless. By process of elimination and committee votes, select events 
that best suit your school. 

12 Steps to Successful Fundraising  
 

1. Form a committee made up of dedicated and enthusiastic students and faculty. 
 

2. Establish goals for what you want to accomplish. These may include a goal of how much your school wants to raise, the level of 
community involvement, etc. 
 

3. Brainstorm ideas for fundraising and involvement. 
 

4. Select a fundraising event. 
 

5. Identify your audience. Who are you targeting for your campaign? Try to include as many people as possible. 
 

6. Schedule the fundraising event. Make sure to have a time line and an overall plan. 
 

7. Plan a budget. Include any possible expenses and projected revenue. 
 

8.  Prepare a work/task calendar. Establish the tasks that need to be done. 
 

9.  Assign the workload. Form subcommittees such as finance, publicity, location, entertainment, decorations, refreshments, prizes 
and anything else that you may need. 
 

10. Send thank you notes to volunteers and donors. Let them know that you appreciate the help they gave you. Remember they 
did not have to contribute and even the smallest gesture may secure future donations.  

 

11. DOLLARS TO DOERNBECHER! When sending money to Doernbecher please be sure to include a note on your school’s 
stationary providing information about your fundraiser. We want your school to get credit for your hard work! 

 

12.  DO NOT GIVE YOUR MONEY TO COSTCO!  Often times schools give the money the students have raised for Doernbecher to 
Costco, with the understanding that Costco will match the funds raised. The agreement Doernbecher has with Costco is that only 
an INDIVIDUAL’S money will be matched, so not only is your donation not doubled, but Costco gets credit for raising the money 
and the Doernbecher Foundation has no way of recognizing all of your hard work and participation in Kids Making Miracles. 
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Fundraising Ideas and examples can be viewed in the Appendix.  
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Kids Making Miracles 

Section 4: Fundraising  
Letter Writing Campaign  

 

A letter writing campaign is a great way to jump-start your 
fundraising campaign. Using your personal list of potential donors, 
contact them by mail or email about supporting your efforts. (See 
sample letter in the Appendix). 
 

First Step…Create a Mailing List.  Create a list of all prospective 
people who might be willing to sponsor you. Think of anyone 
you know - friends, family, doctor, dentist, church members, 
neighbors, etc. The more people you contact, the easier it will 
be to reach your goal.  

 

Set Your Fundraising Goal.  Now that you have a list of donors, 
set your personal fundraising goal.  What if everyone on your 
list of donors gave $10?  What if they each gave $20?  
Challenge yourself! 

 

Mailing your letter—You may want to include a photo of 
yourself participating. If you are sending your letter in the 
mail, include a self-addressed response envelope or tell the 
donor exactly where you would like the donation to be 
mailed.  Don’t forget to explain to the potential donation who 
to make the check out to. Every school handles this differently 
so approach your school advisor with any questions.          

 

Follow-up & Thank you—You may want to call some of your 
prospective donors following the arrival of your letter. Don’t 
forget to keep track of all requests and responses.  Show your 
appreciation to all of your donors by sending a thank you note 
at the conclusion of your fundraiser.   
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First Giving Personal Fundraising WebPages  
 

Step 1. Create a Facebook profile for your fundraiser 
Got to www.firstgiving.com 
  
Step 2.  Click on the green “Create a Page” icon on the right 
hand side of the webpage 
  
Step 3.  Click on the blue “Get Started” icon on the bottom 
right of the webpage 
  
Step 4.  Click on the green “First Giving Payments” icon on 
the bottom left of the webpage 
  
Step 5.  Click on the green “sign up” icon 
 
Step 6.  Select that you are an individual and then click on 
the blue words “Get Started!” 
  
Step 7.  Search for “Doernbecher Children’s Hospital Foun-
dation” and select the option with the yellow smiley face J 
next to it 
  
Step 8.  Write a brief explanation of why you are creating 
this page and click post. This will take you to a Facebook 
login. 
  
Step 9.  You may also create a donation button for your 
page by copying and pasting the “Code for Your Website” 
onto your Facebook Page. When supporters click on this 
button it will take them to your newly created First Giving 
site and give them the opportunity to make a donation. 
  Sell Doernbecher Dolly Cutouts or  

Doernbecher Holiday Cards  
 

You can obtain "Doernbecher Dolly" pin-ups or Doernbecher 
holiday greeting cards through the Doernbecher Foundation to sell 
within your school.  The cut-outs are to be sold for a minimum of 
$1.00 each. The customer then signs the "Doernbecher Dolly,” and 
you can place them in and around your school.   There is no 
minimum price to sell Doernbecher holiday greeting cards.   
 

You can obtain cut-outs and Doernbecher holiday greeting cards  
by contacting the KMM Coordinator at (503) 220-8344. 

 

For more fundraising ideas, see the Appendix. 

http://www.firstgiving.com
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Section 5: Sponsorship 

 Calling on Prospective Sponsors  
 

1. Call the prospective donor and make an appointment (see sample phone call tips in the Appendix). 
 

2.   Prepare a one or two-page proposal explaining: 
  -Your event or activity  
   -Doernbecher and your Kids Making Miracles campaign  
   -Why you are involved 
   -What specifically you need from them 
   -How you will acknowledge their gift 
 

3.   Meet with them and present your proposal 
  -Share your enthusiasm for Doernbecher and Kids Making Miracles  
  -Explain your project and examples of student involvement 
  -Give the complete facts of what you need and ask them for a donation  
 

4. If they ask for a receipt for their donation, work with your school’s business office to provide a receipt.  If you have 
questions about his process, contact the KMM Coordinator at the Doernbecher Foundation. 

Soliciting Sponsors  
 

Most fundraising projects require up-front costs and supplies. You can keep these expenses to a minimum and ensure that the 
money you raise from your event will go to help Doernbecher kids by asking local businesses for donations of goods or cash.  
  
Things That Might Be Donated  

A site for your event  

Food  

Printing:  flyers, tickets, posters, signs  

Decorations:  flowers, streamers, balloons, etc. 

Prizes and auction items 

Advertising in their store windows or advertisements 

Equipment (tables, chairs, a sound system, stage)  
 
Who You Might Ask for Donations  

Your local hangouts:  fast food stores, grocery stores, video stores 

Businesses that the school or your advisors support 

Your parents' employers or your own employer 

Companies where you know the managers or employees 
 
Recognizing your Sponsors - a Great Selling Tool! 

Recognition in advance publicity—fliers, posters, press releases 

Presence at your event--banners, printed program, guest speaker or introductions 

Doernbecher Hero Award Certificates (available through your KMM Coordinator) 

Thank you letter (see sample thank you letter in the Appendix). 
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Sample Thank You Letter & Sponsor Phone Call Tips can be viewed in the Appendix. 
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Section 6: Publicity 
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Publicize Your Event with a Professional Press Release 

 
What is a press release? 
For the purposes of Kids Making Miracles, a press release is a news story, written in third person, which seeks to 
demonstrate to an editor or reporter the newsworthiness of your event.  Press releases are often sent by e-mail, fax or 
mail. They can also be accompanied by a personal invitation to the media representative, asking him or her to attend 
your event. 
 
How do I get my press release published? 

Make sure the information is newsworthy!   

Format your press release according to specific guidelines (see press release example in the Appendix).   

Make sure the title of your release and first few sentences are effective, as they are the most important.  Always 
start with a brief description of the news you are trying to convey. 

Deal with the facts and avoid using too many adjectives and fancy language.  Keep it simple and professional.   

Quotes from individuals who are involved can make your release feel more personal.  Keep them short. 

Provide as much contact information as possible: your name, address, phone, fax, email, web site address.  If you 
provide your personal cell phone number, make sure your voice mail message is clear and professional.   

Make it easy for media representatives to do their jobs.  Check on-line or call each media outlet and follow their 
specific instructions for submitting a release.   

Publicity Within Your School & District 
 

Various types of media can be utilized to reach and educate students, teachers and parents about your fundraiser.  
1. School Newspaper, Website, Blog or Facebook 

Call on your school newspaper editor and social media coordinator and ask for their support of your Kids 
Making Miracles campaign and activities with a feature story or series of articles. Subjects could include an 
article on Doernbecher, an interview with a Doernbecher patient from your school or community, or features 
on your events or key volunteers. Maybe they will even run a special column during the campaign updating 
the student body on upcoming events and dollars raised. 

 
2. Fact Sheets 

Creative and visual fact sheets can be distributed in home rooms, commons or the cafeteria at key times 
throughout the campaign. 
 

3. Posters / Flyers 
Make posters or giant signs for school hallways, the gym or cafeteria promoting individual events. In a very 
visual place, hang a gigantic poster or graph that can be updated regularly to track the dollars raised to date.  
Ask local businesses if you can hang flyers in their windows.  

 
4. Parents or District Newsletter 

Most schools and many districts have a monthly or quarterly publication for parents and teachers. Work with 
your advisor or administrator to contribute articles about Kids Making Miracles and suggest ways they can 
support your efforts.   

Sample Press Release can be viewed in the Appendix  
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Section 7: Bookkeeping 
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FAQs 
 

Q:  aȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 
matching program with Doernbecher.  
How can our school get credit for 
soliciting the money and still secure the 
match? 
A:   Your parent will need to write his / 
her check to Doernbecher Foundation 
and send it directly to the Foundation 
with a note stating your school’s name.   
We will credit your school, your parent 
and your parent’s company. 
 
Q:  Someone turned in a check written 
out to Doernbecher instead of our 
school.  Can we endorse the check over 
to our school? 
A:  No, please send in any checks written 
out to Doernbecher along with your 
school’s check.  We will credit your 
school and the individual for the amount 
written on the check. 
 
Q: Will COSTCO match our school 
fundraising dollars?   
A:  The agreement Doernbecher has with 
Costco is that only an INDIVIDUAL’S 
money will be matched, so not only is 
your donation not doubled, but Costco 
gets credit for raising the money, not 
your school.   
 

Making Your Kids Making Miracles Donation 
 

Where to Send Your Donation?   
Mail your check to: 

 
Doernbecher Foundation 

Attn: Kids Making Miracles 
1121 SW Salmon, Suite 100 

Portland, OR 97205 
 

Checks should be made out to: Doernbecher Foundation 

Please clearly mark the check with your school's name (especially if the check 
comes from your district) and Kids Making Miracles. 

Include any individual checks written out to Doernbecher Foundation along with 
your school’s check.  We will credit your school and the individual. 

 
When to Send Your Donation?   

 
Please send all contributions to the Doernbecher Foundation by June 15.  
 
Our fiscal year ends June 30. Donations received after June 30 will be counted as 
contributions for the next fiscal year and may delay your Miracle Garden recognition 
unless your school signs a pledge agreement by June 30 with the Foundation.  Please 
contact Mallory Tyler at 503-220-8344 or dchfinfo@ohsu.edu for details and the 
pledge form in the Appendix of this manual.   
 

How Your Donation Will be Used? 
 
Unless you specify otherwise, all proceeds from the 2011-2012 Kids Making Miracles 
program will be unrestricted, which means they will fund multiple hospital priorities 
such as bio-medical research laboratories, equipment updates, recruitment of top 
medical professionals and uncompensated care.   
 
Some schools designate a particular area or item to fund. If you wish to purchase a 
specific item or donate to a special program or department, please enclose a letter  
telling us how you want your donation to be spent.  
 

Thank you again for your efforts. You are truly making a difference  
in the lives of Oregon and southwest Washington children. 

 
 

Bookkeeping Tips 
 

Please send all contributions to the 
Doernbecher Foundation by June 15.  
Please use the Donation Form in the 
Appendix when mailing in your 
contribution.  
 

Thank your donors and sponsors and 
ask your school bookkeeper to send 
them a receipt for their donation. 

 

If a donor would like to donate 
directly to Doernbecher, please 
contact your KMM Coordinator at 
the Doernbecher Foundation. 
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Senior project requirements vary by school, so please work closely with your school advisor when planning your project.  Your 
Doernbecher Kids Making Miracles Coordinator can help you identify ways to make a difference for children at the hospital and also 
sign off on well documented planning and volunteer hours.  Please keep in mind, the Doernbecher Foundation offers few 
volunteer opportunities, so planning your own Doernbecher fundraiser in your community and/or school is best.  Complete and 
return the document below for approval to the Doernbecher Foundation at dchfinfo@ohsu.edu or mail to the address listed.    

Senior Project / Community Fundraising Proposal 
 

1121 SW Salmon, Ste. 100 
Portland, OR 97205 

(503) 294-7101 or 800-800-9583 

 
 
1. Title and description of proposed event:          
               
 
2. Facility and/or location where event will be held:         
 
3. Date and time of event:            
 Ticket price: $      Contact for tickets:       Phone #:    
 
4. Will insurance coverage be necessary for your event? No o Yes o 
 If yes, please attach proof of insurance. 
 
5. Are permits required? No o Yes o 
 If yes, please explain:             
 
6. Please state what percentage of gross income will be donated to the Foundation, or if 100% of the net  

income will be donated*:            
 Projected revenue:      
 Projected expenses:        Anticipated net revenue:        
 *A detailed budget for your event may be requested by DCHF after your fundraising proposal is received. 
 
7. Please list any already committed sponsors or sponsors that you plan to approach for support:  
               
               
 
8. How and when will your event be publicized? (school paper, social network, TV, other)     
               
 
9.  Materials requested for fundraising event or program: 

o Banners    o Dolly Cutouts   o Patient Story 
o Balloons    o DVD     o Doernbecher Logo 

Project Chair/Contact Name:                                                                            Date: 

School Advisor/Teacher:                                                   Day Phone: (       ) 

School: 

Address: 

City:                                                                  State:                      Zip: 

Day Phone: (       ) 

Email Address: 
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Section 9:  Thank You 

Candlelight Procession & Pajama Jam 
 

The annual Candlelight Procession is a special event where students from all over Oregon and southwest Washington come 
together to celebrate their efforts for Doernbecher Children’s Hospital and to re-kindle the Eternal Flame.   The Doernbecher 
Eternal Flame symbolizes the hope, spirit and courage of Doernbecher patients and their families. The re-kindling of the Eternal 
Flame symbolizes the growing network of young people supporting Doernbecher and their communities. 
 
When:  Friday, May 4, 2012 
 
Who:  Each Kids Making Miracles school may send students to participate in the Candlelight Procession & Pajama Jam.  We ask 
that schools bring no more then 30 students.   
 
Where:  Registration for the Candlelight Procession will begin at 6:00 pm at the OHSU Auditorium, SW Sam Jackson Park Rd., 
OHSU Campus, Portland.  The Candlelight program will begin at 7:00 p.m.  Pajama Jam will take place at Bullwinkle’s Family Fun 
Center in Wilsonville, Oregon.  The Pajama Jam will be open to students from 9:00 p.m. to MIDNIGHT. 
 
 **Schools participating in the Kids Making Miracles program will receive a registration packet in the mail during the month of 

March.  This packet will also be available on our website at kmm.doernbecherfoundation.org.**  

Recognizing Your School’s Support 

 
Your involvement in Kids Making Miracles is important to us and important to the 
Doernbecher families that live in your community. What you are doing will make a 
significant difference in their lives now and in the future. 
 
Organizing a successful community outreach project and helping others is a reward 
in itself. There are a few other ways we will highlight your contributions. 
 

Your school will be invited to attend the Doernbecher Candlelight Procession and 
the annual Pajama Jam event held at Bullwinkle’s Family Fun Center in 
Wilsonville.  Your campaign leaders, advisors, volunteers, top fundraisers are also 
welcomed to attend.  

 

You will be presented with a Kids Making Miracles appreciation plaque for your 
school.  

 

With a cumulative donation of $50,000 or more, your school will be permanently 
listed as a member of the Doernbecher Hero Society on the donor wall. Your 
location on the wall will be based on your gift total.  

 

Your school’s name will be carved into the granite wall in the Miracle Garden 
surrounding the Eternal Flame at the entrance of Doernbecher Children’s 
Hospital.  
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Holding Your Own  
Regional Celebration 

 

Not all students are able to attend the 
Candlelight Procession & Pajama Jam 
celebration, so we encourage you to 
host your own Doernbecher Regional 
Celebration with your student body 
and other schools in your region.  

 

Work with other schools in your 
 region to organize a special 
 committee to plan your Regional 
 Celebration 
 

Try to plan your Celebration during 
 the two weeks prior to the 
 Portland Candlelight Procession 
 

Call the KMM Coordinator (503) 
220-8344 and begin discussions 
about your big event! 
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Appendix—Fundraising Examples 

 

Doernbecher ChallengeτDuniway Middle School 
 

Every grade level (6th, 7th and 8th) was challenged to raise the most money for the 
hospital.  The winning grade will earn a classroom sundae party. This class also got to 
select a teacher to become a human sundae during a school assembly.   

Doernbecher Weekς Sheridan High School  
 

Monday- 
 Dress up day: All mixed up day (miss matched, messed up hair) 
 Assembly: Doernbecher Presentation 
 Hat day: $.50 sold before school and during lunch 
 Doernbecher Dollies: Sold at lunch $1.00 
 Root Beer Floats: Sold at lunch for $.50 
 

Tuesday- 
 Dress up day: Hick Day (Cowboy, farmer) 

Doernbecher Dollies: Sold at lunch $1.00 
 Root Beer Floats: Sold at lunch for $1.00 
 

Wednesday- 
 Dress up day: Opposite day (dress different than you normally do) 

Doernbecher Dollies: Sold at lunch $1.00 
 Root Beer Floats: Sold at lunch for $1.00 
 

Thursday- 
 Dress up day: Fame Day (Dress up like your favorite movie star or TV 
 character) 
 Doernbecher Dollies: Sold at lunch $1.00 
 Root Beer Floats: Sold at lunch for $1.00 
 

Friday- 
 Dress up Day: Pajama Day 
 Doernbecher Dollies: Sold at lunch $1.00 
 Runway Show 
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Spirit WeekτMountain View Middle School 
 

Mountain View Middle School hosted a fundraiser called copper / silver wars.  In this 
fundraiser the grades competed against each other to see who could bring in the most 
copper or pennies based on a point system. 

1-dollar bill = -100 points  
1-5 dollar bill = -500 points 
1-10 dollar bill = -1000 points 
1-20 dollar bill = -2000 points 
Any amount check = - face value points 

1 penny = 1 point 
1 nickel = -5 points 
1 dime = -10 points 
1 quarter = -25 points 
1 half dollar = -50 points 

Tillamook High School Charity Drive 
 

-used book sale  
-spaghetti pot luck dinner   
-paint house numbers on curb 

-a-thons (bowl, rock, think, etc.)  

-sundae sale  
-breakfast with a local celebrity teacher  

-pocket calendar sale  

-family portraits  

-celebrity basketball surfing contest 

-singing telegrams  

-treasure hunt  

-dance  

-faculty baby picture contest 

-monograms  

-faculty talent show  
-newspaper space on front page  

-kids' game day  
-Chinese fortune cookies  
-multi-cultural day doughnut sale  

-bumper stickers book sale  

-softball game  

-student talent show  

-dunk tank  

-customized stickers  
-community work day (rent-a-student) 

Mountain View High School τPrincipal 
for a Day Fundraiser 

 

Mountain View sold tickets to raffle off a 
day as principal. The winning student 
acted as the principal for the day. Since 
Mountain View’s principal was out of a 
job for a day, she traded places with the 
student and went to all their classes. 
 
(Work with your advisor and principal to 
identify criteria).  
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Sponsor Phone Call Tips 
 

1.  Introduce yourself as a representative of your school and a volunteer on behalf of OHSU Doernbecher Children's Hospital. 
 
2.  Explain that your school is one of many schools involved in Kids Making Miracles that are raising money to donate to OHSU 

Doernbecher Children’s Hospital. 
 
3.  Explain that your committee is organizing an event. Ask if you can meet with them to tell them more about what you are doing.  

 -Give a brief overview of your event including the date, time, place and audience.   
 

4.  During your face-to-face meeting: 
-Take another committee member with you. In some cases you will want to include your advisor. 
-Be enthusiastic about your project. 
-Be specific in your request. Know what and how much you will need. 
-Explain what kind of recognition they will receive. 
-Take a written proposal to leave with them. 

 
5.  If they will not set up an appointment: 

-Send your written proposal with a cover letter telling them you will call in a week to follow up. 

January 12, 2011 
 
Dear Aunt Jane,  
 
On March 10, 2012, City High School will be hosting the annual Mr. and Miss City Pageant.  The pageant consists of four senior 
guys and four senior girls.  City High teachers and staff members select the contestants based on school spirit, community 
involvement and work ethic.  I am honored to have been selected by the faculty to represent my school in this great event.   
 
In addition to the pageant being a lot of fun to participate in, the event raises funds for the Kids Making Miracles program, which 
benefits OHSU Doernbecher Children’s Hospital in Portland, Oregon.  Doernbecher offers the most comprehensive pediatric 
programs with full-spectrum care for hospitalized children living in our region. Children from Oregon, Southwest Washington and 
beyond make more than 155,000 visits to Doernbecher annually.  
 
City High School has been supporting Kids Making Miracles since 1992.  Each year we dedicate the Mr. and Miss City pageant to 
Jane Smith.  Jane was a City High School student who bravely lost her battle with leukemia in 2001.  The wonderful care and 
support Jane and her family experienced at Doernbecher are the inspiration students call on each year to raise as much money as 
they can for the hospital.  Since our school began participating in Kids Making Miracles, we have raised more than $75,000 for the 
hospital.  It feels so good to know that as students we can really have a huge impact at the hospital.   
 
I am asking today that you support me and make a difference at Doernbecher at the same time by making a tax-deductible 
contribution.  All checks should be made out to City High School, with my name in the memo line.  Every donor who contributes 
over $50 will be listed in the event day program.  All responses can be sent in the provided envelope.  Please respond by March 7, 
2012.  Thank you for your consideration and support of Doernbecher Children’s Hospital and Kids Making Miracles!    
 
Sincerely,  
 
City High School Pageant Contestant  
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Appendix—Sample Assembly 

Sheridan High School Doernbecher Assembly Outline  
 

 Average Length: 30-50 minutes 
 
You Raise Me Up Video                 3 min.              
 Optional. Music video of hospitalized children. 
 
Welcome and Opening Remarks       2 min.  School Representative 

Usually includes the flag salute and an introduction to the assembly by the Student Council or NHS 
president. Remarks should include an introduction to Doernbecher and the purpose of the assembly.  
 

Introduction of Video   15 sec.  School Representative 
 
Kids Making Miracles Video  7 min.          

Video gives an overview of Kids Making Miracles and Doernbecher Children’s Hospital. It also features 
Doernbecher patients, the co-chairs, school projects, the Candlelight Procession and the Pajama Jam. 

 
Patient Stories from Your School 5 min.  School Representative 

We urge you to include patient stories from your school and community.    This has proven to be one of the 
most effective aspects of our assemblies.  Speakers can include students, teachers whose children have 
been patients, or people you know in the community. 

 
Kids Making Miracles Campaign  5 min.  Doernbecher Volunteer 

An overview of the Kids Making Miracles campaign, examples of what other schools are doing and 
information on the Doernbecher Candlelight Procession as the culminating event which brings all the 
schools together to show their support for Doernbecher. 

 
Your School's Activities   10 min.  School Representatives 

Here's where you kick-off your campaign. Presentation should include: 
An overview of your Doernbecher Week or project (schedule of events) 
Highlights of your committee's Doernbecher tour and how it made you feel 
Acknowledgment of key sponsors and donors 
Motivational remarks from students and staff 
Any recognition or award structure you have developed 

 
Closing Remarks 30 sec.  School Representative 
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Appendix—Sample Press Release  

Sample Press Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
[Include date on which you send it out] 

 
CONTACT: 

[Include your name and phone number] 
 

Jonesville High School Students Tickle Your Funny Bone 
and Make Miracles for Doernbecher Kids 

 
What: Kids Making Miracles Comedy Show Fundraiser  
When: Saturday, April 1 at 7:00 pm 
Where: Jonesville High School Auditorium, 123 Main St, Jonesville, OR 91234 

 
Jonesville, Oregon ς  More than 12 acts are lined up for Jonesville High School’s first ever live comedy show on 
April 1.  In addition to providing an evening of slapstick entertainment, the student-run Kids Making Miracles event 
committee hopes to raise over $1,000 in ticket sales proceeds to benefit OHSU Doernbecher Children’s Hospital in 
Portland, Oregon. 
 
This organized fundraising event represents Jonesville High School’s fifth year of participation in the Kids Making 
Miracles program.  Initiated by Doernbecher Children’s Hospital Foundation in 1992, the Kids Making Miracles 
program helps K-12 students from schools across Oregon and Southwest Washington organize a host of creative 
fundraising activities in their communities during the year. This year’s total proceeds – which organizers expect to 
surpass last year’s total of $380,000 – will go to the hospital’s area of greatest need to benefit multiple priorities 
such as advanced research, care for underinsured patients and recruitment of top pediatric specialists.  
  
 ά¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WŀƴŜ {ƳƛǘƘΣ ŀ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ŀǘ WƻƴŜǎǾƛƭƭŜ IƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻ-chair of the Kids 
Making Miracles ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ άhǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ 
68% reported that at some point in their lives, they had either been treated at Doernbecher or knew someone 
ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘΦ  IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ 5ƻŜǊƴōŜŎƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛǘǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΦέ 
 
In addition to several stand-up comedy acts by individual students, the Jonesville High Theatre Troupe will perform 
an improvisation routine, much like you see on Saturday Night Live.  The final act promises to be especially 
hilarious when the school’s administration, including Principal John Jones, performs their own skit. We are told 
audience participation will be mandatory! 
 
Parents, faculty, community supporters and members of the media are all welcome to attend. Tickets are $10 and 
will be available at the door.  Please feel free to contact [your name and number] for more information. 
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Kids Making Miracles 
Appendix—Sample Thank You Letter  

DATE 
 
 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY, STATE ZIP 
 
Dear NAME: 
 
Thank you for your generous gift to YOUR SCHOOL’S NAME’s Kids Making Miracles fundraiser benefiting Doernbecher 
Children’s Hospital! 
 
As a supporter, you know that Doernbecher works to ensure that every child receives the very best care from the most 
skilled and caring specialists. This investment is essential to our vision of improving the health of children in our region 
by providing quality and compassionate, family-centered care to every child, every day.  
 
Without the continuing devotion and generosity of all those who support YOUR SCHOOL’S NAME and our community, 
Doernbecher would be far less able to provide our region with its most comprehensive range of pediatric healthcare 
services. On behalf of everyone at YOUR SCHOOL’S NAME, thank you for your generosity. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
NAME 
YOUR SCHOOL’s NAME, YOUR CLASS YEAR 

Sample Thank You Letter 
 

Show your appreciation to all of your donors, sponsors and volunteers by sending a thank you note at the conclusion of 
your fundraising efforts.  Let them know that you appreciate the help they gave you and don’t forget to tell them how 
much you were able to raise and what an impact their contribution will have at Doernbecher.  Remember, they did not 
have to contribute and even the smallest gesture may secure future donations.  
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²ŜΩǊŜ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΗ facebook.com/kidsmakingmiracles  
kmm.doernbecherfoundation.org 
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