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Pacific Northwest Regional Center of Excellence in Biodefense and Emerging Infectious Diseases
Request for Pre-proposals for New Research Project
Key dates:

Letter of Intent (one – two pages) & NIH Biosketch: February 1, 2012 (5:00 pm PST)

Earliest Anticipated Start Date of Research Project: March 15, 2012
Submission email:  bentong@ohsu.edu
PNWRCE website:  http://www.ohsu.edu/vgti/pnwrce/
The Pacific Northwest Regional Center of Excellence (PNWRCE) is a consortium of academic and research institutions created to advance research on NIAID Group I, II and III Emerging and Re-emerging infectious diseases (http://www.niaid.nih.gov/topics/emerging/pages/list.aspx). The PNWRCE seeks pre-proposals for innovative approaches to identify immune correlates in humans and/or nonhuman primates that determine a protective immune response for vaccine and adjuvant development for Flaviviruses (West Nile Virus and Dengue Virus), Chikungunya Virus or infection by other NIAID Category A-C pathogens. Priority for selection will be given to those applications that demonstrate the potential for interaction with existing projects within the PNWRCE. Awardees will interact significantly with PNWRCE staff; this will include periodic dissemination of progress, attendance at monthly web conferences, attendance at annual meetings, attendance at national meetings and presentation of results. We anticipate funding one project for two years that will be dependent on the research progress and review by the PNWRCE evaluation board. Continuation of awards will be contingent upon an annual report and review. All support will be contingent upon NIH approval and funding. 

The research activities of the PNWRCE are unified by two distinct but interrelated themes:

1. The identification of age-related defects in the immune system to facilitate the development of vaccines and supplemental therapies.

2. The use of systems biology and systems genetics approaches to define pathogen-host interactions and mechanisms of innate and adaptive immunity.
Please consult the PNWRCE website (http://www.ohsu.edu/vgti/pnwrce/) for additional information regarding ongoing research projects and center resources. 

Research Project Award

Sections A through E below provide detailed information for the pre-proposal for the Research Project.

A. Purpose:

The PNWRCE utilizes the Research Project mechanism to support innovative, cutting edge research that yields discoveries with high potential to translate into the development of new vaccines, therapeutics or diagnostics to combat NIAID Group I, II and III Emerging and Re-emerging infectious diseases. The successful proposal will be one that utilizes highly innovative approaches to study the immune response in humans and/or nonhuman primates to identify immune correlates associated with potential vaccines and adjuvants to Flaviviruses (West Nile Virus and Dengue Virus), Chikungunya Virus, or infection by other Category A-C pathogens and synergistically interacts with ongoing projects within the PNWRCE.

B. Scope:

Proposed projects must complement the overall RCE program, which targets NIAID Group I, II or III emerging or re-emerging pathogens, as defined at (http://www.niaid.nih.gov/topics/emerging/pages/list.aspx). Priority will be given to projects that complement one or both of the two main themes of the PNWRCE, synergize with existing PNWRCE projects, and that utilize the unique resources and facilities of the PNWRCE. To avoid overlap and highlight key areas of research opportunity and collaboration, applicants should consult the PNWRCE website for a review of the Center’s mission and a list of existing research projects, core facilities and additional resources (http://www.ohsu.edu/vgti/pnwrce/).
The PNWRCE cannot support Research Projects that do not involve one or more NIAID Group I, II or III pathogens, or provide additional support for existing NIAID-supported projects. Projects that propose the use of other organisms as surrogates for Group I, II or III pathogens are also ineligible.

C. Eligibility:

The program is open to all full-time established faculty (tenure track or equivalent positions) at academic institutions or equivalently ranked investigators from private or government research institutes or industries in the United States.  Note that researchers currently receiving support through the NIAID RCE program are NOT eligible. Laboratory associates are NOT eligible for this award. All applicants must be US citizens or Permanent Residents, as per NIH guidelines. 
D. Funding:

Applicants may request up to $250,000 per year in direct costs.  Awards will be for 2 years depending on progress. All awards are contingent upon NIH approval and funding.
E. Submission Process for Pre-proposals:

Applicants must submit a Letter of Intent (one – two pages) and NIH Biosketch by February 1, 2012, outlining the research plan, agent(s) to be studied and how their proposed project will integrate with the existing projects and cores.  These letters will be used to determine who will be invited to submit a full proposal.  These letters must be submitted via E-mail to Glenda Benton (bentong@ohsu.edu), Sr. Grants Manager, Vaccine and Gene Therapy Institute, Oregon Health & Science University (OHSU), 503-418-2702.

Contact Information

Please direct questions to:

Glenda B. Benton
Sr. Grants Manager

Vaccine and Gene Therapy Institute

Research Development & Administration

Oregon Health & Science University

505 NW 185th Ave, VGTI

Beaverton, OR  97006-3448
tel. 503.418.2702

fax 503.418.2701

bentong@ohsu.edu
Scientific and technical questions will be forwarded to the appropriate personnel.  
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