
How to Use Threaded Discussions (Students) 
 
A threaded discussion allows students to post comments to a discussion topic identified by the instructor 
and to respond to ideas shared by others in the course or in a group.  Discussion takes place 
asynchronously; students/faculty post responses to the threaded discussion at their convenience or 
according to the course schedule.  Responses appear below the specified topic.  
 
There are 3 kinds of threaded discussions:  individual, group, and/or all class. 

1)     Individual Threaded Discussion: This application provides each student with one  private 
place inside the course to post individual assignments and receive feedback from the instructor.  
The link for the INDIVIDUAL threaded discussion appears under the Course Home button and is 
labeled with the student’s name.   

2)     Group Threaded Discussion: This application is used for groups to address specific questions 
(discussions) or assignments which appear in the course.  The link for the GROUP threaded 
discussion appears under the Course Home button (or Unit/Week/Module buttons) and is 
labeled with the group’s name.  Your instructor will let you know what group you’re assigned to. 

 3)     All Class Threaded Discussion: This application will be used for individuals or groups to 
address specific questions (discussions) that the whole class will then be able to respond to.   The 
link for the ALL CLASS threaded discussion appears under the Course Home button (or 
Unit/Week/Module buttons) and is labeled All Class.   

There are two Respond buttons.  Which one you use depends on whether you are the first person to start 
the discussion or responding to an already existing response.  To begin the threaded discussion, click the 
Respond button that directly follows the discussion topic.  Within each response is another Respond 
button that allows the person posting to respond to an existing post.   
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