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• Provide information on improving health disparities 

among American Indian/Alaska Native communities by 

utilizing the Community Health Aide Program

• Provide information on career opportunities for 

American Indian/Alaska Native communities in the 

Pacific Northwest

• Understanding solutions to disparities in American 

Indian/Alaska Native populations

OUTLINE OF TOPICS





➢ Accessible 
Education

https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/sdoh/index.
html

➢ Healthcare careers

➢ Auxiliary careers

➢ Trauma informed care

➢ Social influence

➢ Healthier communities

➢ Accessible care

➢ Provider stability

CHAP Addresses Social Determinants of Health







DENTAL HEALTH 
AIDE PROGRAM

THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST'S



2016

First Dental 
Therapist hired 
by Swinomish 
Tribe
Oregon Dental 
Pilot Project 
#100 approved

2017

Washington 
State passes 
Dental Therapy 
Legislation for 
tribes.

2018

Dental Therapy 
Education 
Program 
Feasibility Study 
and Advisory 
Committee; 
(dəxʷx̌ayəbus-
Dental Therapy 
Program

2019

Idaho passes 
Dental Therapy 
Legislation

2021

Oregon passes 
Dental Therapy 
Legislation

Dental Therapy timeline in WA, OR, ID

2022
dəxʷx̌ayəbus DT 
Education Program 
receives CODA 
Accreditation, 
enrolls first class

2023
Washington State 
passes state wide 
legislation



Dental Accademic 
Review Committee-
3.2022

Integrate your 
branding into your 
business.

1

2

3

4

5

Dental Health 
Aide Program  
Infrastructure

Tribes- 43 Federally 
Recognized tribes in 
OR, WA and ID

Resolution-all 43 
tribes agree on 
CHAP-7.15.2020

Portland Area CHAP 
Certification Board- 
2021

Dental Health Aide 
Program Advisory 
Workgroup- 3.2023



Portland Area Standards and 

Procedures

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A4f6ce74f-5d8d-3bca-967b-d4ded32be9f4

tchpp.org/aboutpaccb



The Dental 
Health Aide 
Program 

Dental Health Aide 
Therapist DHAT

Primary Dental Health 
Aide II – PDHA II

Expanded Function 
Dental Health Aide I  
EFDHA I 

Expanded Function 
Dental Health Aide II 
EFDHA II

Dental Health Aide 
Hygienist  DHAH 

Primary Dental Health 
Aide I – PDHA I

⚬A series of 
accessible oral 
health careers 

⚬Working in Indian 
Health Service and 
Tribal Communities

⚬All types of DHAs 
are supervised by a 
dentist or DHAT 

⚬Federally certified 
dental providers 

⚬Below gumline prophylaxis
⚬Periodontal therapy
⚬Periodontal maintenance
⚬Local anesthetic

⚬Dental exams
⚬Removes decay 
⚬Restores teeth
⚬Simple Extractions

⚬PDHA I duties plus ~
⚬Dental assisting duties
⚬Above gumline prophylaxis
⚬Sealants, radiology, ART  

⚬EFDHA I duties plus 
⚬Placement  of complex 

restorations 

⚬Prevention focused
⚬Oral health instructions
⚬Diet/nutrition support
⚬Fluoride treatments

Training in tribal 
communities or 
central training site   

Training - accredited or  Board 
approved DH Program 
  

Training - accredited or Board 
approved DT Program 

⚬PDHA II duties plus ~
⚬Placement of simple restorations or
⚬Above gumline prophylaxis



Primary Dental Health Aide I

PDHA I

Primary Dental Health Aide II

PDHA II

Expanded Functions Dental 
Health Aide I 

EFDHA I 

Expanded Function Dental 
Health Aide II 

EFDHA II

Dental Health Aide Hygienist 

DHAH 

Dental Health Aide Therapist

DHAT 

Required Courses Required Courses Required Courses Required Courses Required training & education Required training & education

PDHA I and: PDHA II and: EFDHA I and: 

Core Curriculum Advanced Dental Procedures Basic Restorative Functions Advanced Restorative Functions

Accredited DH Program or Board 
approved DHAH Program  

Accredited DT Program  or Board 
Approved DHAT Program 

Primary Oral Health Promotion and 
Disease Prevention 

Community Based Dental Practice Prefabricated Crown Placement 

Preceptorship -

6 months or 800 hrs 

One or more of the following: 

Dental Assistant Functions 

Sealants

Dental Prophylaxis

Radiology

Atraumatic Restorative Treatment

Preceptorship -

6 months or 800 hrs 

Preceptorship - specific # of 
procedures  

Preceptorship (s) - specific # of 
procedures  

Dental Health Aide Program For more information please 

contact:

 pready@npaihb.org 

kkuntzelman@npaihb.org

mdavis@npaihb.org

https://www.tchpp.org/about-dhas

mailto:pready@npaihb.org


DHAs Increase 
Access and 
Efficiency

Marissa Gardner, DHAT, LDT, Oregon, 2019

￭OHI, motivational interviewing
￭Polish, antimicrobials, fluoride
￭Dental Assisting

PDHA

￭Place Restorations
￭PDHA services
￭Above gumline prophlaxix

EFDHA

DHAH

￭Exam, diagnose
￭Prep, restore and finish 
￭Non-surgical extractions
￭supervising PDHAs & EFDHAs

DHAT

￭Complex services (RCT, crowns, surgery)
￭Supervising Dental Health AidesDentist

• RDH procedures including local anesthesia



COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 

AIDE 
PROGRAM

THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST'S



The Community Health Representative (CHR) Program is a unique 

concept for providing health care, health promotion, and disease prevention services. 

CHRs have demonstrated how they assist and connect with the community, and their work 

has become essential to the spectrum of Tribal community oriented primary health care 

services. CHRs are great advocates, in part, because they come from the communities they 

serve and have tribal cultural competence. Their dedicated work has assisted many to meet 

their healthcare needs. The health promotion and disease prevention efforts that CHRs 

provide have also helped people from the community improve and maintain their health.

Community Health 

Representative



Community Health Aide/Practitioners

CHA/Ps are certified primary and emergency care clinicians who have close 

cultural ties and connections to the communities they serve. They work 

within the tribal health and human systems and practice under the 

supervision of a licensed clinical provider. Community Health 

Aides/Practitioners can work in the clinic or doing home visits and are an 

extension of the health care team.



Community Health Practitioner (CHP)

Community Health Clinical Pathway

Community Health Aide (CHA)

Community Health Representative (CHR)



CHR Curriculum 
in Collaberation with Idaho State University

CHR Core Course CHR Advanced Course



Training Outline

• BLS training
• 320 hours of didactic training
• 200 hours clinicals
• 80 patient encounters
• Total: 520 hours total to earn a CHA Certificate

Scope of Work

• See acute care patients.
• Triage basic emergency patients
• See diabetic patients: diabetes chronic care, 

including diabetic foot care.
• See hypertensive patients: chronic care visits to 

include regular BP checks.
• See asthmatic patients: to include spirometry, 

MDI instruction, and asthma action plans.
• STI screening and prevention education
• Elder care and screening
• Recheck or follow up visits after 

hospitalizations.

Community Health Aide Curriculum



Community Health Practitioner Curriculum

In addition to the CHA scope of 

work CHP’s can also do the 

following:

• See return prenatal patient’s

• See well child patient’s

• See Addiction Medicine 

patient’s 

• Preventative health: Pap 

Smears, CBE’s

• Emergent Care

Training Outline Scope of Work

• 320 hours of didactic training

• 400 hours clinicals

• 132 patient encounters

• Preceptorship

• Final Assessment

• Total: 720 hours total to earn 

a Community Health 

Practitioner Certificate



BHA 
EDUCATION 
PROGRAM

THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST'S



BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AIDE (BHA)
A BACKGROUND

BHAs have a wide variety of skills, knowledge, and talents. They are advocates, 

natural healers, counselors, empaths, and natural helpers who are responsive to 

the need for mental/behavioral health services in their Tribal communities. They 

are individuals whom are committed to providing individual and community 

support to address the challenges that Native peoples face in regards to 

substance misuse, mental health struggles and other health disparities. 









BHA ACADEMIC 
INSTITUTIONS

H E R I T A G E  

U N I V E R SI T Y

• Private university in 

Toppenish, Washington near 

Yakama Nation 

• Behavioral Health Aide 

Certificate

• Semester-Based 

• Some in-person classes with 

some online sessions

• 2 year program

N O R T H W E ST  I N D I A N  

CO L L E G E

• Tribal College on Lummi 

Nation in Bellingham, 

Washington 

• Associate in Technical Arts in 

Behavioral Health Aide

• Quarter/Term-based

• Mostly online courses

• 2 year program

2,000 work experience 

hours = to 1 year of work 

under a Clinical Supervisor

200 hours of clinical 

practicum hours 

• Knowledge & Skills 

Checklist

• Clinical Practicum Log



Christina Peters, TCHPP Director

Katie Hunsberger, BHA Manager

Danica Love Brown,  BH Director

Dolores Jimerson, BH Clinical Supervisor 
Sasha Jones, CHAP Manager

Tanya Firemoon, TCHPP Contractor

Kari Ann Kuntzelman, DHA 

Specialist

Stephannie Christian, TCHP 

Education Program Director

 , 

Pam Ready, DHA Manager

Lisa Griggs, TCHPP 

Specialist

MorningRose Tobey, 

Education Data Coordinator 

Miranda Davis, DHAP Director Carrie Sampson Samuels, 

CHAP Director



Thank You Partners!
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