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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

• Opened July 1, 1946, as Communicable 
Disease Center 

• Headquarters: Atlanta 

• Mission:
• CDC works 24/7 to protect America from 

health, safety and security threats, both 
foreign and in the U.S.

• The nation’s health protection agency

• CDC saves lives and protects people from 
health threats

CDC, circa 1946

https://www.cdc.gov/about/24-7/


CDC’s Funding

• Approximately $14.7 billion 
(mandatory + discretionary)

https://www.cdc.gov/funding/documents/fy2022/fy-
2022-ofr-annual-report-508.pdf https://fundingprofiles.cdc.gov/ 

https://www.cdc.gov/funding/documents/fy2022/fy-2022-ofr-annual-report-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/funding/documents/fy2022/fy-2022-ofr-annual-report-508.pdf
https://fundingprofiles.cdc.gov/


CDC’s New Organizational Structure



Public Health Infrastructure
is made up of the people, services, and systems needed 
to promote and protect health in every U.S. community



To strengthen the public’s health through effective and efficient delivery 
of public health infrastructure and workforce development services
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National Center for State, Tribal, Local, and Territorial Public 
Health Infrastructure and Workforce



Public Health 



Health ≠ 
Healthcare

From: https://bipartisanpolicy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/03/5023_BPC_NutritionReport_FNL_Web.pdf

https://bipartisanpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/5023_BPC_NutritionReport_FNL_Web.pdf
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/5023_BPC_NutritionReport_FNL_Web.pdf


The Public Health System and Essential Services

The Public Health System

The 10 Essential Public Health Services

https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/publichealthservices/essential
healthservices.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/publichealthservices
/images/phs-figure1.gif 

https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/publichealthservices/essentialhealthservices.html
https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/publichealthservices/essentialhealthservices.html
https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/publichealthservices/images/phs-figure1.gif
https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/publichealthservices/images/phs-figure1.gif


Public Health Model and CDC’s Activities

Surveillance (data) Research Program Communication

Partnerships

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/publichealthissue/publichealthapproach.html

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/publichealthissue/publichealthapproach.html


Surveillance (data)



Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Reports (MMWR)

• Rural Health Series (2017)

• https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index.html

• Search by topic (new feature)

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/index.html


Data Briefs from the National Center for Health 
Statistics (NCHS)

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs.htm 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs.htm


NCHS Data Visualization Gallery

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data-visualization/index.htm 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data-visualization/index.htm


Research



CDC Research Centers

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/oep/agctrhom.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/prc/research-in-action/issue-briefs/rural-health.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/oep/agctrhom.html
https://www.cdc.gov/prc/research-in-action/issue-briefs/rural-health.html


Program



CDC Programs: Putting What Works into Action

High Obesity Program
https://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dnpao/state-local-
programs/hop/high-obesity-program-1809.html 

Influenza and Zoonoses Education among 
Youth in Agriculture program (“Youth in Ag”)
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/swineflu/youth-agriculture-
education-program.htm 

https://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dnpao/state-local-programs/hop/high-obesity-program-1809.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dnpao/state-local-programs/hop/high-obesity-program-1809.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/swineflu/youth-agriculture-education-program.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/swineflu/youth-agriculture-education-program.htm


Communications



CDC Communications: Getting the Word Out

https://www.cdc.gov/ruralhealth/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/ruralhealth/index.html


Partnerships



Partnerships: We Can Do More Together

Federal Government

Public Health

National Organizations

Population-specific



CDC Office of Rural Health



CDC Office of Rural Health 

CDC Office of Rural Health

Research 
and Data

PolicyProgram
Communi

cation

Capacity Building

Cross-Agency Coordination

Strategic Engagement and Partnership

Rural Public Health Leadership



Rural Health Year One

Establish new office

Develop CDC’s rural strategic plan

Engage with key CDC programs



Principles



Office of Rural Health Principles

Focus on 
Strengths

Champion the 
Work

Disseminate 
Best Practices

Collaborate 
with Partners

Examine 
Variability

Integrate Rural 
Health Across 

CDC Programs



Principles in Action: Examples



Focus on Strengths: COVID-19 Vaccination Success 
Stories in Rural Communities

• Counties with COVID-19 vaccination rates higher 
than state

• Qualitative study
• Factors influencing vaccine confidence

• Analysis of social media data

• Case studies in six rural communities

• https://www.norc.org/research/projects/covid-19-vaccination-success-stories-in-rural-
communities.html

https://www.norc.org/research/projects/covid-19-vaccination-success-stories-in-rural-communities.html
https://www.norc.org/research/projects/covid-19-vaccination-success-stories-in-rural-communities.html


Champion the Work: CDC Rural Health 
Success Stories

https://www.cdc.gov/ruralhealth/successstories.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/ruralhealth/successstories.html


Disseminate Best Practices: COVID-19 Vaccination 
Field Guide

• Strategies are drawn from 
historical (non–COVID-19) 
vaccination efforts

• Strategies are supported by 
positive outcomes from 
evaluation research

• Includes real-world 
applications

• Rural addendum

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccinate-with-confidence/community.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccinate-with-confidence/community.html


Collaborate with Partners: COVID-19 Health Disparities 
in Rural Communities (CDC-RFA-OT21-2103)

• Training and technical assistance
• https://covid19healthequity.org/

• Resources
• https://covidresources.nnphi.org/

• Partners: ASTHO, NNPHI, PHAB
• NACCHO, NOSORH 

https://covid19healthequity.org/
https://covidresources.nnphi.org/


Resources



Resources

• Rural Emergency Preparedness and Response Toolkit 
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/toolkits/emergency-preparedness

• Rural Health Mapping Tool                                                
https://ruralhealthmap.norc.org/

https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/toolkits/emergency-preparedness
https://ruralhealthmap.norc.org/


For more information, contact CDC

1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)

TTY: 1-888-232-6348. | www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not
necessarily represent the official position of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

http://www.cdc.gov


Contact information:

Diane M. Hall, PhD, MSEd
dmhall@cdc.gov

CDC Rural Health
ruralhealth@cdc.gov

mailto:dmhall@cdc.gov
mailto:ruralhealth@cdc.gov


Social Determinants and Social Needs

Castrucci, B., & Auerbach, J. (Jan. 16, 2019). Meeting Individual Social Needs Falls Short Of Addressing Social Determinants Of Health. 
Health Affairs Blog. DOI: 10.1377/hblog20190115.234942
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