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Ask Mr. Yuk at OMSI
Mr. Yuk is on the road many times each year.  From August 2 through 8th, 2007, Mr. Yuk is visiting OMSI for the Body Worlds 3 Exhibit.

Children are asking Mr. Yuk questions about poisons.  The answers to these questions are displayed here.  Please visit this website again to view more answers to “Ask Mr. Yuk” questions.

August 2nd, 2007

Nicole from Hillsboro and Kayla from Salem, Oregon both asked the same question:

“Why are you called Mr. Yuk?”

The name “Yuk” is meant to sound like the word YUCK.  This name is associated with something that may be disgusting, unclean, inedible or even potentially poisonous.

The name and symbol, Mr. Yuk was developed by the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh in 1971.  This mascot has been used by several poison control centers through out the United States for the purpose of warning children to stay away from poisons.
When children see this symbol, they are reminded “do not eat or drink this!”

For more about Mr. Yuk, you are welcome to visit the following website:

Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh – Mr. Yuk

http://www.chp.edu/mryuk/05a_mryuk.php
Someone asked:

“What will happen if I eat the petal of a poinsettia?”

Very little is likely to happen when you eat only one petal from a poinsettia plant.

Poinsettia plants are not as poisonous as many people believe.  The milking liquid that drips from the torn stems or leaves of the plant can cause an allergic reaction for people who have allergies to latex.  If a child accidentally eats a very large amount of the plant, it is possible that the child will suffer from stomach irritation or an allergic response.

Mr. Yuk thanks you for asking your questions.  He invites you to call your regional poison center whenever you have a question about poisons!
August 3rd, 2007

Bob from Portland, Oregon asked:

How many types of poisons are there?

There are many different kinds of poisons.

There are chemical based poisons.  There are also plants, minerals, and regional fauna, such as snakes and insects that can be poisonous to humans.  The number of poisons is too numerous to list.

You can find a few examples of poisons by reviewing the information in the section “You and Your Family” on this website.

Several children were curious about household poisons. Three children including Brianne & Charlie asked:

What are the most lethal household poisons?

Of these poisons, what might they do to harm the body?

Many household poisons can cause terrible effects to the human body.  Here are a few examples:

Antifreeze (radiator or windshield) can effect the brain and the kidneys.  The toxic ingredients contained in some antifreeze are ethylene glycol and methyl alcohol.  It takes only a small amount to do this to humans and animals too.

Medications can cause lethal effects.  Medications for the heart are common causes of physical injury when taken in toxic amounts.  Over-the-counter medications like acetaminophen (Tylenol) can damage the liver when ingested in large amounts.

Yuk thanks you for asking your questions.  He invites you to call your regional poison center whenever you have a question about poisons.  No question is too small!
August 4th, 2007

Mira Horn from Seattle, Washington asked:

What percent of deaths are caused by poisonings?
In 2005, there were 1,261 poison related deaths reported to Poison Centers throughout the United States.  Eighty-nine (89%) happened to adults over 20 years of age.  Children under 6 years old seldom die from poisoning events.  However, in 2005, 25 children (2%) died of poisoning.
Visit the American Association of Poison Control Center’s website for more information:

www.aapcc.org
Chelsey from Portland, Oregon asked:
How do you cure people who have been poisoned?

There are many different ways to decrease the ‘power of the poison.’

The first aid action to decrease the amount or action on the body is to do the following:

· If poisons are sprayed in the eyes, irrigate the eyes with warm water, then call the poison center.

· If poisons chemicals are on the skin, wash the skin with water, then call the poison center.

· If poisonous products are eaten, try giving sips of water, then call the poison center.

· If poisonous gases are breathed in, get out into an area that has clean air, and then call the poison center as soon as you can!

Mr. Yuk thanks you for asking your questions.  He invites you to call your regional poison center whenever you have a question about poisons.  No question is too small!
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