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The PARC has been fortunate to have a core of graduate students, postdocs, lab personnel, and faculty
who have taken initiative and leadership in neuroscience educational outreach. Innovative programs and
novel demonstrations for elementary through high school-age students have helped to show how the
brain handles alcohol and other substances. An additional benefit has been for these younger students
to be introduced to neuroscience broadly, and alcohol and drug research specifically, as a field of explora-
tion and potential career path. Within this special issue of PARC News you will find a sampling of
recent outreach activities, some of which will be presented at upcoming meetings, including the Research

Society on Alcoholism and the Society for Neuroscience.

--- John Crabbe, PARC Director

Oregon Kids Judge!
2002 Neuroscience Fair

February 13, 2002
Oregon Museum of Science and Industry
(OMSI), Portland

In a reversal of the traditional science fair, 120 4t
graders from Portland area schools descended,
clipboards-in-hand, on 12 science demonstrations
created by neuroscientists from OHSU and the VA
Medical Center. The goal of the fair was to increase
understanding of how the brain responds to alcohol
and other substances, and thereby help people make
better choices and avoid harm.

Deborah L. Colbern (P1), the national organizer
of Kids Judge!, arranged for Portland to host one of
the national demonstration sites based on the
researchers’ expertise in the role of the brain in drug
abuse and addiction. The multi-site project was
underwritten at the national level by a grant from
the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA).

Locally, the fair was organized by graduate
students Amy Beadles-Bohling and Rebecca
Hammond, research associate Cheryl Reed, and
postdoctoral fellow Katherine Hill. OHSU honored
these four by jointly awarding them one of the
annual Distinguished Science Educator awards.
Additional advice and support for the fair came from
faculty sponsors Robert Hitzemann (PARC SAB)
and Chris Cunningham (PARC Scientific Director).

The 4™ grade students, armed with grading forms
and divided into 7-member teams, spent 20 minutes
at each of six of the twelve science projects. At the
conclusion of the demonstrations, the forms were
tallied and awards were made to the winning
scientists. The PARC had a role in the eight projects
briefly described below. The PARC supplied
materials for one project, and PARC faculty,
postdocs, students, and lab personnel constructed
and demonstrated seven other projects.

Brains on Parade. Nathan Rustay (left)
and Maureen Lawler, with judges

Brains on Parade

Nathan Rustay (PARC Crabbe lab), Brooks Rademacher
(PARC Buck lab), Cheryl Reed (Hitzemann lab), Maureen
Lawler (Hitzemann lab), Kristin Hitzemann (Hitzemann
lab), Nicole Pecore (PARC Janowsky lab)

The goal of this exhibit was to introduce students to
basic brain anatomy and function. Kids received swim
caps silk screened with an image of the human brain. On
one side they colored and labeled the diferent lobes, and
on the other side they labeled basic functional locations.
A favorite part of this exhibit was comparative anatomy,
with jars containing real brains from humans and other
animals.
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Regional Resources

Mental Health / A&D
Portland OR and
Multnomah Co.

24-hr Crisis and Referral
503-988-4888
1-800-716-9769

Clark Co. WA Crisis Line
24-hr Crisis and Referral
696-9560
1-800-626-8137

State of Oregon

Office of Alcohol &
Drug Abuse Programs
503-945-5763
www.oadap.hr.state.or.us

State of Washington
Division of Alcohol &
Substance Abuse

1-800-562-1240




