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Why Bioterrorism?

Public health officials are more alarmed than
they have signaled publicly, that we are
woefully unprepared for a bioterrorist attack.

Hospitals and public health agencies would be
overwhelmed trying to respond.

Lack of new vaccines, medications, and lack of
new technology to detect an attack are of
major concern.

Physicians are not sufficiently prepared to
recognize a single case or a group of cases as
the beginnings of a much larger bioterrorism
event.

Those with symptoms seek medical attention
from their primary care physicians, urgent
care providers, and hospital emergency
departments. First cases may not be
diagnosed as an unnaturally occurring event.

Family physicians must maintain a high index
of suspicion and provide high-quality primary
care as our best line of defense against
biological terrorism.

September 2003

Family physicians must recognize indications of a
terrorist event, meet the patient’s acute care needs,
participate in a coordinated, multidisciplinary
response to terrorist event and must rapidly and
effectively alert the public health system of such an
event.

urse Objectives

= |dentify the six (6) CDC bioterrorism agents
of most concern.

= Describe four (4) common syndromic
presentations of bioterrorist agents.

» Describe the prevention and initial
management of exposed patients, including
isolation and list the mechanisms for event
reporting and resource utilization.

EB-Based Instructions

Visit www.ahecbt.org. Register and log in. You
must complete the pretest in its entirety, but once
this has been completed, you may log in and out to
complete the course at your leisure.

CD Orders

Contact: WWAMI (Idaho) Office for Clinical Medical
Education, 777 N Raymond St, Boise, ID 83704,
phone: 208-327-0641 fax: 208-327-0684
e-mail: danae@u.washington.edu
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