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Health Information Technology (HIT) Is the
use of information and communication
technology in health care.

HIT can include:

electronic health records (EHRS)
personal health records (PHRS)

e-mail communication

clinical alerts and reminders
computerized decision support systems
hand-held devices

other technologies that store, protect, retrieve and
transfer clinical, administrative, and financial
iInformation electronically within health care
settings.

Source: Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA)
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http://www.hrsa.gov/healthit/
http://www.hrsa.gov/healthit/

Electronic Medical Record (EMR)

Used by health care practitioners to document,
monitor, and manage health care delivery within
the care delivery organization

Legal record of services at the care delivery
organization

Owned by the care delivery organization

Patient may have access to some information
through a portal but is not interactive for the
pati ent o0os use

These systems are being sold by enterprise
vendors and installed by hospitals, health
systems, and clinics.

Source: Electronic Medical Records vs. Electronic Health Records: Yes, There Is a Difference, A HIMSS Analytics E
White Paper, Dave Garets and Mike Davis, Updated January 26, 2006
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Electronic Health Record (EHR)

Subset of information from various care delivery
organi zati onso EMRs where

Owned by patient or stakeholder

Provides interactive patient access and patient
ability to append information.

Connected by National Health Information Network

This exchange of information is called Health
Information Exchange (HIE) and is proposed to
occur through Regional Health Information
Organizations (RHIOs).

Sources: Electronic Medical Records vs. Electronic Health Records: Yes, There Is a Difference, A HIMSS Analytics E
White Paper, Dave Garets and Mike Davis, Updated January 26, 2006; Health Information Exchange, RHIO/HIE,
HIMSS,
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http://www.himss.org/asp/topics_hie.asp

Personal Health Record (PHR)

Electronic, universally available, lifelong resource
of health information needed by individuals to
make health decisions

Individuals own and manage the information in the
PHR

Sources of the information are both healthcare
providers and the individual

Maintained in a secure and private environment,
with the individual determining rights of access

Separate from and does not replace the legal
record of any provider

Source: Role of the Personal Health Record in EHR, AHMIA,
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