Highlights of Growth and Change During Kohler's Tenure 
- Today OHSU is Portland's largest employer and the state's fourth with 11,500 employees - nearly twice the number of employees in 1988.

- OHSU's annual budget in 1988 was $254 million (21.6% from state appropriation); today it is $1.26 billion (less than 3% from state appropriation).

- In 1995 the state and OHSU created an innovative partnership, converting OHSU from the state's higher education system to a nonprofit public corporation. This conversion created a more streamlined governance structure with an OHSU Board of Directors appointed by the governor and confirmed by the Senate.

- Patient care visits have grown from 245,000 annually in 1988 to 737,600 in 2005.

- Research quantity and achievement have grown by almost legendary proportions. Annual award dollars have grown from $40.5 million in 1988 to $274 million in fiscal year 2005. And, in 2002 OHSU successfully gathered support for the Oregon Opportunity, an innovative combination of public and private dollars that is positioning Oregon to be in the forefront in biomedical advances.

- Education, patient care and research programs have been enhanced and added, setting standards for innovation, quality and responsiveness to the region's unique needs.

- Statewide activities and programs have more than quadrupled. These 200 community service initiatives have improved access to health care and education, providing services to more than 250,000 people annually. The Area Health Education Centers program, launched in 1990, is the linchpin in OHSU's efforts to match education with service needs. This program provides required educational training in underserved rural and urban areas, filling both a provider shortage and spurring interest in underserved health care among young professionals.

- Facilities have been upgraded and 12 new buildings have been completed since 1988. A new west campus was added, including the Oregon National Primate Research Center and the Oregon Graduate Institute of Science & Technology. The merger with OGI represents an unprecedented marriage between engineering, computer expertise and medical science.

- OHSU is a significant partner in the expansion at South Waterfront, working with public and private partners to create $2 billion of development that will be linked to the OHSU Marquam Hill Campus by the City of Portland’s new aerial tram.

- A gift of 20 acres of prime riverfront property, deeded to OHSU by the Schnitzer Investment Corp., will allow for an expanded educational campus just north of the emerging South Waterfront District to expand the number of health care providers, scientists and engineers for tomorrow’s needs.

- The multiple OHSU clinician practices were consolidated into a single organization - the largest physician group in the state - creating an effective partnership with the university.

