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	SIGNIFICANT RESEARCH EVENTS

	DATE
	EVENT

	March 2001
	VGTI opens at OHSU’s West Campus

	May 2003
	VGTI and the OHSU spinoff company Virogenomics Inc. are jointly awarded $99 thousand to study human genes that may be possible drug targets for fighting HIV.

	August 2003
	VGTI researchers demonstrate that the smallpox vaccine’s effectiveness can last many decades, much longer than previously thought.

	May 2004
	VGTI receives a $3.5 million grant from the National Institutes of Health to develop new methods for vaccinating humans against human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).

	June 2004
	Based on the discoveries of VGTI researchers, Najit Technologies Inc. is founded to develop accurate and rapid diagnostic tests for bioterrorism agents such as smallpox and monkeypox.

	July 2004
	VGTI awarded a $10 million program grant to investigate methods for vaccinating those most susceptible (children and the aging) to biological attacks or natural diseases.

	September 2004
	VGTI announces collaboration with Pacific Northwest National Laboratory on a $10.3 million biodefense contract to fund research aimed at discovering the proteins associated with bacteria that cause salmonella poisoning and typhoid fever, and the virus that causes monkeypox.

	December 2004
	VGTI researchers make significant finding as to why T-cells, an important part of the immune system, lose their ability to fight disease as an individual ages.

	October 2005
	VGTI receives a $12.6 million grant from the federal government to assist in efforts to better protect the elderly against West Nile virus and related diseases.

	June 2006
	VGTI researchers publish study results suggesting an important component of the immune system damaged by AIDS can possibly be replaced.

	October 2006 
	VGTI researchers demonstrated how certain white blood cells literally eat virus-infected cells while fighting disease at the microscopic level – a significant immune system discovery


