
Point of Care Testing

Refers to any laboratory 
test performed outside the 

main laboratory

For In-Patient Units



¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ

ÂReview Rules and Regulations

ÂReview Staff Responsibilities

ÂComplete Test in TrainingForce



Rules and Regulations

ÂClinical Laboratory Improvement Act (CLIA)

Á9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ Ψуу ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜ ŀƭƭ /ƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ 
Laboratories.

ÁEvery site doing laboratory testing must have a 
CLIA certificate 

and follow specific 

standards.



Rules and Regulations

Â Joint Commission certifies that OHSU meets 
CLIA regulations.

Â Inspectors visit every 2 years.

ÂEvery area that performs POC testing is 
inspected.

Â Inspectors look at EVERYTHING;

QC logs, employee files, technique



Rules and Regulations

ÂCompliance with CLIA requirements makes it 
more likely that your results are accurate.

Compliance means running controls as directed/dating open 
products and staying competent on all POC tests you perform.

ÂProficiency Testing is the only way 
regulators can know your testing is accurate.

A blind sample is given to you to run as a patient.  Results are sent 

to College of American Pathology (CAP) for comparisons. 



I Killed the Laboratory
OMGosh!!!

Non-compliance will lead to loss of POCT



Staff Responsibilities:
ÂAll tests and procedures a signed 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ 
protocol.  This is not an option.

ÂOnce you have the signed order in Epic,    
complete the test, then document results in      
the results console.

ÂAfter completing the results console a charge will 
be dropped for the test.



Staff Responsibilities:

Â If taking a verbal order, be sure to record it and 
ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪΦ  5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀŘ ōŀŎƪέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
record.

Â±ŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŀōŜƭ ǘƘŜ 
sample using two (2) unique identifiers (name 
and birthdate) in the presence of the patient.

unlabeled
Non-compliant sampleNon-compliant sample

Labeled with one identifier



Staff Responsibilities:
ÂWash hands before and after testing.

ÂWear gloves when handling specimens.



Staff Responsibilities:

Â It is NOT acceptable to use POC supplies or 
equipment to perform testing on yourself or 

other staff.  



Â When using equipment that requires an Operator ID, use 
your 5 digit employee ID.

5hbΩ¢ Řƻ ŀƴȅ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ your 
employee ID.

Â When using equipment that requires a patient ID, use 
the patient MR number.

Â Monthly audits by POC staff monitor that correct ID data 
is entered into glucometers. 

Staff Responsibilities:



Staff Responsibilities:

Â Know the action/critical values for POC tests you 
perform.

An action value is a result that should have 
confirmation testing from the Core Lab.

A critical value is a result demonstrating such 
variance from normal as to represent a 
pathophysiological state with potential of being life 
threatening unless action is taken quickly.

Â Report critical values immediately to the provider.  

Â Document date/time/method of notification in 
ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊǘΦ

Â Document read back.



Staff Responsibilities: 

ÂGLUCOSE  of < 50 or > 350:  Confirm these values 
ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ мst time you see them on a patient.

ÂCritical Values for HGB:   < 6.5 or > 19.0

ÂSend off-colored urine samples to Core Lab.

ÂConfirm any positive bilirubin from a dipstick.

ÂConfirm any INR greater than 4. 

ÂConfirm any test result you might question.

Yƴƻǿ ΨŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
sample to Core Lab



Staff Responsibilities:

Know how to send a test for confirmation:

ÂOrder confirmation test.

ÂDraw a sample and send to Core Lab, 

or send patient to phlebotomy Lab to be drawn.

ÂDo not bill for original POC test.



Use the Results Console to record Point of Care test results (other than CBGôs)

ÅClick on óclick to openô

ÅType in the POC test results

ÅDocument Internal QC as ópassô for Urine hCG, Fecal Occult, Gastric Occult



Document CBG Results ïUse a Doc Flowsheet>CBG Group

CBG result is recorded

Intervention is recorded in row below

Nurse can use comments section (white sheet of paper) to add additional notes

Use Details box to open a list of actions/interventions then left click to select items


