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That single event and its aftermath, including 
two major wars in the Middle East and two ma-
jor economic collapses (in 2001 and 2008) 
largely shaped the last decade.       
 The most direct effect of 9/11 on the 
Department of Surgery was difficulty recruiting.   
Fears of an uncertain future coupled with a de-
sire to remain close to home made it difficult to 
pry accomplished surgeons away from their 
roots.  After 9/11, people “hunkered down”.   
The pioneering, adventurous spirit of Ameri-
cans, which had drawn talented people to the 
west coast for 2 centuries, was temporarily de-
flated.     It took another 2-3 years and a strong 
economic recovery before the momentum nec-
essary to bring academic surgical talent to 
OHSU returned.   During this period, in the mid-
dle of the decade a third of our current surgical 
faculty joined us.   A new division, trauma and 
critical care surgery, was launched.     
 Elsewhere in the University, the medi-
cal school saw frequent changes in leadership, a 
not uncommon phenomenon in academic 
medical centers.  Mark Richardson took the 
reins five years ago as Dean and has earned my 
great respect for many reasons, not the least of 
which is his willingness to remain the Dean 
through several major organizational changes.  
Peter Rapp brought a new discipline to the 
management of the health system, our eco-
nomic engine.  While assuring the profitability 
of the hospital and clinics, Mr. Rapp under-
stands academic medicine. He has been a won-
derful partner, helping to recruit and retain tal-
ented surgeons, and helping us build interdisci-
plinary programs with shared investment and 
reward.    
 The past five years have also seen 
changes in the leadership of divisions and the 
departure of some faculty for other opportuni-
ties.  It has been a challenge to retain faculty 
(continued on page 2) 
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Chairman’s Message 
This spring, even native Oregonians were whin-
ing about the rainy weather.   Hard to believe.  
Thankfully, by the first of May we began to see 
the sun for longer than 20 minutes at a time, and 
several days have topped 70 degrees.  The facial 
pallor and grumpiness associated with extended 
periods of foul weather is beginning to abate, as 
well. Hallelujah. 
 As promised, I am going to focus this 
piece on some personal reflections from the last 
decade.  On May 1, 2001, my first day at OHSU, 
George Bush was a new President,  Joe Bloom 
was the Dean of the Medical School, Tim Gold-
farb was the Hospital Director, Joe Robertson 
was the chair of Ophthalmology and the dot com 
bust was just beginning.  My nine year old 
daughter Jillian made her first cross country voy-
age, in utero, from Atlanta to Portland, on Delta 
Flight 1287, a flight she knows well after going 
back to see grandparents frequently.  Laura and I 
had settled into a house with no window blinds 
and a box spring on the floor.  Needless to say 
the 4:00 am Northwest sunrise was quite a shock 
those first few days, sending me scurrying to 
Home Depot to buy some roller shades which I 
hastily installed, so we could sleep till 4:30! 
 The events of the last decade have had a 
great influence on OHSU, and the Department of 
Surgery.   On Sept 11, 2001 at 6:05, I flipped on 
CNN as I ate my raisin bran and banana break-
fast.  I never watch CNN in the morning.   “By 
chance”, a small plane had flown into the South 
tower of the World Trade Center in NYC, the re-
porter announced.   We watched in horror as the 
second plane struck.   Before I left the house, 
both towers had collapsed, killing 3000 citizens 
of the world.  Osama bin Laden and his hench-
men were soon identified as the masterminds of 
the most appallingly evil plot successfully exe-
cuted on U.S. soil.       
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talent, as the many academic surgical leaders in our Department have drawn the interest of other surgical leaders in Port-
land and across the country.  While faculty salary parity is usually our target, retention is much more about appreciation, 
affection, and opportunity than it is about money.   Academic medical centers are challenging places to work.  There are 
many competing imperatives, not the least of which is to maintain clinical and academic excellence in an environment that is 
about as predictable as the Chicago Futures market. Over the last few years there have been more than a few phone calls 
plumbing my interest in looking at other leadership opportunities in academic surgery.  Only one of the many calls piqued 
my curiosity, the opportunity to serve as the Executive Director of the American College of Surgeons.  When named a finalist 
for the position, I realized that I had little interest in leaving clinical surgery, leaving Portland, and leaving OHSU.  Sometimes, 
it takes looking in someone else’s yard to realize how good you have it at home! 
 Six years ago,  I received a similar  phone call, but one that would allow me to expand leadership within academic 
surgery without leaving Portland, Oregon, helping to put OHSU on the map by bringing the editorial office of  the World Jour-
nal of Surgery (WJS) to Portland.  It has been a thrill to get to know many surgeons around the world through their research 
and publications.  While I initially carved out an afternoon a week to work on the journal, I soon realized that the demands of 
a surgical practice and running this Department forced the WJS into a night and evening job.  Who woulda thunk that I 
needed a second job?    
 Contact with our surgical residents and fellows is one of the continued joys of this job. More so today than ever be-
fore, I am inspired by their commitment to their patients and to their profession.   They are increasingly bright (as it should 
be!).  Hopefully, this is no reflection of my intellect dimming yet, but I have been “blown away” recently by their command of 
difficult patient care dilemmas, by their creativity designing and executing new solutions to problems that have troubled us 
surgeons and our patients for decades.   I am close to completing my first year on the American Board of Surgery.  As I fly 
back from giving the oral boards in Chicago, where I saw many of our recent chiefs before and after their Boards, I am even 
more impressed by the talent we have locally. 
 So, at the end of the day, success is measured by the strength of the team.   I want to thank my “home team” for 
their dedication and skill.   Anna Milne, the Executive Director of the Department of Surgery for 22 years, was the founda-
tion.   Meagan Schuette, the Clinical Operations Manager, introduced service excellence and became an interim chief of sev-
eral divisions during times of transition.  (I called her our Red Adair, the man who became famous for capping burning oil 
wells).  Ed Wolf, our IT director kept us “online” and informed with data at all hours of the day and night from his closet-
office with the dim lights and the huge exercise ball.  Robin Alton solved all problems “residential”.  Jenny Merrill took over 
the books in 2006, providing a near encyclopedic knowledge of where every dollar flowed, and why.  Pat Southard brought a 
lawyer’s incisive intellect, a nurse’s knowledge of what patients need, and a hospital director’s ability to balance competing 
demands to our Department.  She has been a wise and trusted advisor.   And of course the producer of “the show” (and ever 
humble) Pam Sidis kept me pointed in the right direction at the right time.   She became the contact point for so many sur-
geons worldwide, the majority of whom can’t believe an individual as nice as Pam inhabits this world.  When they meet her, 
it becomes pretty clear that their first impressions were correct.    
  By mentioning these few members of our team,  I risk offending those whose names I have not mentioned.    
Please, let me go on record as saying that the dedication of ALL Department of Surgery and Surgical Division staff is much 
appreciated.   You do a great job for the surgeons and for our patients.   Thank you, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!! 
 The last thanks goes to Laura Hunter.   It is a lot of work to be the partner of a surgeon, more so for the partner of 
an academic surgeon, even more so for the partner of a surgical chair.    But –on top of all that, she needs to put up with me.   
Laura,  I love you and hope that you allow me to serve OHSU for another decade...or until the Dean decides its time...and I 
hope that doesn’t happen any time soon! 
 

John G. Hunter, M.D. 

Chairman’s Message (continued) 

Special Announcements 
Kristen Massimino, M.D. welcomed a baby girl Emilia Marie Massimino on February 9, 2011. 

 

On May 6, 2011, Brian Diggs, Ph.D. and his wife welcomed into the world Yasmeen Ann Diggs.   
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Golden Rose Award Recipients 
Congratulations to Arpana Naik, M.D., Assistant Professor, Division of Surgical Oncology for her December 
2010 Golden Rose Award.  Three of Dr. Naik’s patients submitted the following  nomination:  
“The three of us met through our breast cancer treatment and, as patients do, talked frequently about our doc-
tors.  We agreed that one doctor in particular was extraordinary - Dr Arpana Naik, who was our surgical oncolo-
gist. Dr Naik went out of her way to spare us needless worry.  For two of us, our scans for metastases took place 
late on a Friday afternoon.  We were expecting to suffer through the weekend waiting for the results, but at 8:30 
that night Dr Naik called to say it was all ok.  The radiologist had not yet read the results, but Dr Naik had done so 
herself so she could put our minds at rest. In fact, Dr Naik regularly squeezed in after hours calls to share results 
or discuss issues we had raised.  One night she called at 7.30pm, realized I was putting my children to bed and 
called back at 9:00pm.  She then spent 40 minutes discussing a recent research paper and its implications for my 

choice of surgery.  We can't convey how amazing and meaningful her commitment was to us. Dr Naik never rushes her appoint-
ments giving as much time for questions as you need.  And she always listens carefully to her patients.  She's warm, engaging and 
fun to see.  We also loved her commitment to making the OHSU Breast Clinic in every way the best possible experience for cancer 
patients, including by getting feedback from patients themselves.  When we suggested some ways in which the patient experience 
could be improved, e.g. by providing more information on the website and providing a plain language version of the pathology re-
port and treatment plan, she was highly receptive.  She's been working to make this happen which is exciting. We may have been 
unlucky in getting breast cancer, but we feel so lucky to have had Dr Naik as our surgeon.” 
 

Congratulations to Wencesley Paez, M.D., Senior Research Assistant, Division of General Surgery on  
receiving a Golden Rose Award in January 2011. A patient submitted the following nomination:  
“I have been heavy all of my adult life. When there was an opportunity to get into a study for weight loss 
through a surgical procedure, I thought this may well be my last opportunity to get that weight off. Fast forward 
a couple of years...I have been in the Empower study for the past two plus years. The research coordinator, Wen, 
has been there from the inception of this program. I do not believe he knows the impact he has on the patients. 
We were to come in for monthly check ups, and this one time I was very concerned that I had not lost any 
weight. This is a double blind study. For the first year no one knew who was off or on. On this day, as I com-

plained about no weight loss, Wen said: "How will you feel if at the end of the one year you find out the device 
was on and you didn't lose any weight?" That was a profound statement. It got me right on track, back to 
reaching my goals. This is a small example of how he helps the patients in this program. We are to do exercise. 

I started out walking, but was actually very inspired by Wen himself overcoming the obstacles in his own life to have completed a 
several marathons. I thought, well I think I can do that. He has supported me in that every literal step of the way. I have completed 
a marathon. Wen came out and supported me along the course! There could not be a person who works harder with the patients in 
this study. Wen goes way above and beyond the call of duty to work with all of the issues I present without passing any judgment. 
Sometimes scheduling is difficult at best, but he is always flexible in that realm. Right from the very beginning I called Wen the pa-
tients advocate. He continues to work extremely well with the patients, I understand with the surgical staff as well. He always en-
sures that we the patients are treated with the utmost respect. What a GREAT find Wencesley Paez is for OHSU.” 
Photo: Marisa McKenney  

 

Arpana Naik, M.D. 

Wencesley Paez, M.D. 

Christopher Amling, M.D. Receives Honors 
Dr. Christopher Amling, Professor and Chief, Division of Urology, was recently honored by election to 
membership in both the American Association of Genitourinary Surgeons (AAGUS) and the American     
Surgical Association (ASA).  These top honors come from two of the oldest and most prestigious surgical 
organizations in the United States today.  The AAGUS is an association of leading academic urologists from 
the United States, Canada and around the world, dedicated to the study of diseases of the genitourinary 
system.  Its active membership is limited to 75 urologic surgeons from the United States and Canada who 
have distinguished themselves in Urology.  It is the oldest organized group in Urology and its members in-
clude the nation’s most prominent academic urologists.  The ASA was founded in 1880 and is the na-
tion's oldest and most prestigious surgical organization. Its members  include the nation’s most promi-
nent surgeons from the country's leading academic medical institutions, many of whom are Chairs of the Departments of 
Surgery at these institutions. Membership also includes leading surgeons from around the world, making it much more than 
an American association.  The primary mission of the ASA is to be the premier organization for surgical science and scholar-
ship and to provide a national forum for presenting the developing state of the art and  science of general and sub-specialty 
surgery and the elevation of the standards of the medical/surgical profession. 

Christopher Amling, M.D. 
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Mark Earl, M.D. specializes in all aspects of Adult and Pediatric liver, kidney and pancreas transplantation as well as the sur-
gical treatment of benign and malignant diseases of the liver and bile ducts.  He completed his residency at Vanderbilt      
University Medical Center and a fellowship in Abdominal Organ Transplantation at Washington University/Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital in St. Louis.  Currently, his scientific interests lie in the study of microRNA regulation of hepatic carcinogenesis and 
fibrosis.  Dr. Earl is interested in the roles of resection and transplantation in the treatment of liver cancer and the use of 
liver transplantation for cancer of the extra-hepatic bile ducts.  
 

Jason Hedges, M.D., Ph.D., has joined the Division of Urology as Assistant Professor. Dr. Hedges practice will include treat-
ment of erectile dysfunction, male infertility and performing vasectomies and vasectomy reversals.  Jason completed his   
surgical training at Oregon Health & Science University.  He is currently completing his fellowship at Northwestern University 
in male infertility. 

Theresa Koppie, M.D., Associate Professor, will specialize in urologic oncology in the Division of Urology. Dr. Koppie’s clinical 
practice is focused on urologic oncology and the surgical treatments of bladder, kidney, prostate & testes cancer.  Her      
research interests includes outcomes research, health disparities research, bladder cancer urinary and tissue marker devel-
opment, high throughput genomic/expression analysis, and translational research.  

Kamran Sajadi, M.D. has joined the Division of Urology as Assistant Professor, and will specialize in Female Urology. Dr.    
Sajadi’s practice will include female voiding dysfunction, pelvic floor reconstruction, urodynamics, neurourology, interstitial 
cystitis, robotic and laparoscopic prolapse repair, bladder augmentation and urinary diversion.  He is completing his fellow-
ship in Female Pelvic Medicine and Reconstructive Surgery at Cleveland Clinic and completed his training at Medical College 
of Georgia. 

New Faculty 

Executive Director, Department of Surgery 
We are pleased to announce that Sally J. Rodgers has accepted the position of Executive  Director, 
Department of Surgery. Sally joins the Department of Surgery from the Department of Neurologi-
cal Surgery at OHSU, where she has been Department Director since 2006. Prior to her tenure at 
OHSU, Sally held the position of Administrator of the Department of Surgery at the University of 
Iowa. Sally is a fellow in the American College of Medical Practice Executives. Sally was selected for 
this position based on the work of a Search Committee, chaired by Patricia A. Southard, MN, JD, 
and comprised of a diverse group of School of Medicine, Hospital, and Department of Surgery    
faculty, management and staff members. The search was national in scope and identified and interviewed several highly 
qualified candidates. Please join us in welcoming Sally to the Department of Surgery.  

Linda Maerz, M.D. is Assistant Professor of the Section of Trauma, Surgical Critical Care and Surgical     
Emergencies at Yale University School of Medicine.  She is also Medical Director, Surgical Intensive Care 
Unit, Yale-New Haven Hospital and Program Director of Surgical Critical Care and Acute Care Surgery Fellow-
ships at Yale University School of Medicine.  Dr. Maerz received her Bachelor’s of Science at Arizona State 
University and her medical degree at the University of Arizona College of Medicine. She followed with her     
residency at Oregon Health & Science University and a fellowship at Yale University School of Medicine.   
 

 

David Spain, M.D., FACS is Professor of Surgery, Section Chief of Trauma/Emergency and Critical Care     
Surgery, Associate Division Chief of General Surgery, Program Director of Surgical Critical Care Fellowship 
and Director of Surgical Specialties Clinic at Stanford University.  Dr. Spain received his B.S. from Michigan 
State University and his medical degree from Wayne State University School of Medicine.  Dr. Spain com-
pleted his residency at UMDNJ-Robert Wood Johnson Medical School followed by a fellowship in Trauma/
Burn/Critical Care Fellow at the University of Louisville.  Dr. Spain is a founding member of the  Surgical  
Critical Care Program Directors Society, and is Chair of the Bay Area Regional Trauma Coordinating Commit-
tee.  

Visiting Professors 

Linda Maerz, M.D. 

David Spain, M.D. 

Sally Rodgers, MA 
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MONDAYS AT 7:00 A.M.  

OHSU AUDITORIUM 
Oregon Health & Science University School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to sponsor 
continuing medical education for physicians. OHSU School of Medicine, Division of CME, designates this educational activity for a maximum of 1.0 
AMA PRA Category 1 CreditTM per session. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their  participation in the activity. 

  

May 2, 2011  “Has Clinical Practice in Medicine Reached a ‘Mid-Life Crisis’?” 

   Tara Karamlou, M.D., Fellow, Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery, Seattle Children’s Hospital 

May 9, 2011  “Surgical Judgement; What Is It and Can We Teach It"  

   David Spain, M.D. Professor, Section Chief Trauma/Critical Care Surgery and Associate Division 

   Chief General Surgery, Stanford University 

May 16, 2011  “New Directions in Patient-Centered Comparative Effectiveness Research"  

   Jeanne-Marie Guise, M.D., MPH, Associate Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecol-

ogy,    OHSU 

May 23, 2011   "Quality Improvement in the SICU" 

   Linda Maerz, M.D. FACS, Assistant Professor of Surgery, Medical Director, Surgical Intensive 

   Care Unit, Yale-New Haven Hospital  

May 30, 2011   Cancelled: Memorial Day Holiday 

June 6, 2011  “Fluid Resuscitation in Critically Ill Patients:  The Good, The Bad and The Ugly ” 

   Kelli Salter, M.D., Surgical Critical Care Fellow, Division of Trauma/Critical Care, OHSU 

June 13, 2011  “Surgical Management of Mediastinal Disease” 

   Brandon Tieu, M.D., Cardiothoracic Surgery Fellow, Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery, OHSU 

June 20, 2011  “Vocation and/or Avocation” 

   Bruce Ham, M.D., Assistant Professor, Division of Trauma/Critical Care, OHSU 

June 27, 2011  Cancelled 

Grand Rounds - Spring/Summer 2010 

Golf Tournament & Dinner Auction 
 

Save-the-Date! 
 

September 23, 2011 

OHSU Department of Surgery Golf Tournament & Dinner Auction 
An Event to Benefit VirtuOHSU Simulation Center 

 

Royal Oaks Country Club 
 

For more information please contact Pat Southard at southarp@ohsu.edu or 503-494-6093 
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Research Fair 

Research Awards 
Research Dollars Awarded April 2010 - March 2011 

The Department of Surgery Grand Rounds on Monday,   
January 10, 2011, was devoted to the Department of        
Surgery Research Fair. This forum was designed to showcase 
Department of Surgery faculty, interdepartmental research 
colleagues and the current residents that are actively       
engaged in research. Around twelve mentors and their labs 
participated in this event.  The Research Fair was a cross 
departmental event; Two labs from the Department of Der-
matology also participated in the special Grand Rounds.  The 
interactive poster presentation format of the conference 
allowed surgery residents who are interested in applying for 
a year of research during their general surgical training to 
meet mentors and discuss research opportunities. Robin 
Feidelson, Grants and Contracts Coordinator, Department of 
Surgery, organized the event and created a Research Fair 
brochure which describes specific research programs and 
related opportunities for research residents. The response 

to this Research Fair was quite favorable; attendees found the event to be enjoyable as well 
as informative.  For those residents who will be engaging in next year’s research, we look 
forward to your presentations at the 2012 Department of Surgery Research Fair!   
If you are interested in receiving a fair brochure, contact Robin Feidelson at cutlerr@ohsu.edu 

 

Surgical Oncology Faculty Drs. Rodney 
Pommier, SuEllen Pommier, and Kevin 
Billingsley 

Drs. Aric Aghayan and Matthew 
Lewis with Plastic Surgery Assistant 
Professor Anna Kuang, M.D. 

Abdominal Organ Transplantation 
surgeons Susan Orloff, M.D. and 
Kayvan Roayaie, M.D. 

Principal Investigator 
James Dolan, M.D. 

James Dolan, M.D. 

Esther Han, M.D. 

Juliana Hansen, M.D. 

Anna Kuang, M.D. 

Erica Mitchell, M.D. 

Gregory Moneta, M.D. 

SuEllen Pommier, Ph.D. 

Gordon Riha, M.D. 

Martin Schreiber, M.D. 

Martin Schreiber, M.D. 

Martine Schreiber, M.D. 

Brett Sheppard, M.D. 

Steven Skoog, M.D. 

Howard Song, M.D., Ph.D. 

Frederick Tibayan, M.D. 

Jennifer Watters, M.D. 

Bruce Wolfe, M.D. 

Funding Agency 
Medical Research Foundation 

Vision Gate 

Medial Research Foundation –Early Clinical Investigator 

Covidien Surgical Devices 

Medical Research Foundation 

Society for Vascular Surgery 

ProFibrix, Inc. 

Vertex 

Medical Research Foundation—Early Clinical Investigator 

Office of Naval Research—Multi Center Trial 

U.S. Army Medical Research Acquisition Activity 

Haemonetics Corporation 

Ethicon Endo—Surgery Fellowship 

Subaward—Research Foundation of SUNY 

Novo Nordisk A/S 

Schering-Plough Research Institute 

Medical Research Foundation 

NIH/NIDDK LABS Stimulus 

Years 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 
 

Funded Amount 

$40,000 

$5,450 

$20,000 

$14,339 

$40,000 

$15,000 

$19,158 

$100,000 

$11,644 

$3,570,774 

$946,400 

$24,704 

$65,000 

$119,136 

$85,667 

$12,933 

$40,000 

$949,631 
  

Total: $6,079,836 

mailto:cutlerr@ohsu.edu
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Focus on Alumni - Jason Lattin, M.D., FACS 
In December of 2008, six months after graduating from resi-
dency, my family and I arrived at our new home and I settled 
into my new practice – in the country of Bangladesh.  There I 
had the privilege of being one of only two surgeons for over 8 
million people, and the experience offered some unique chal-
lenges as well as unique joys that will not soon be forgotten.  
Bangladesh is a country that almost is unknown to the west-
ern world, yet it is a remarkable place in many respects.  It is 

the most densely populated country on earth, with approximately 168 million people in 
an area roughly half the size of the state of Oregon.  It is also one of the most impover-
ished countries as well, with a per capita income around $600 (the global average is al-
most $9000).  As part of a Christian mission hospital with a 40 year presence in Bangla-
desh, we were able to deliver compassionate surgical care to literally thousands of pa-
tients during my two year time there.  My partner, a gifted thoracic surgeon and Fellow of 
the American College who had been in Bangladesh for 13 years, was an outstanding men-
tor as I learned a variety of new surgical procedures and became adept at managing many 
different problems in all of the major surgical subspecialties.  We were able to offer state-
side level care in most cases, including a full range of laparoscopic, endoscopic, and cysto-
scopic surgery, as well as an incredible breadth of general surgery and orthopedic surgery.  
All of our equipment and supplies were donated by stateside hospitals, organizations, and 
churches.  Our family was supported by World Medical Mission, the medical arm of the 
international relief organization Samaritan’s Purse. One of the privileges I had during my 
time there was to teach a young Bengali physician, and he was my constant companion as 
we operated, rounded, and took call together, as well as met weekly for didactic sessions 
one on one.   It was incredibly gratifying to see his growth over the course of our stay, and 
at the time we left in late November of 2010, he was functioning independently in a number of key areas such as c-sections, 
hernias, and other basic operations. My family and I have now relocated to rural Alaska where I am in private practice, but I 
look forward to returning overseas throughout my career.  I feel blessed to have had the experience I did in Bangladesh, and 
I know I am forever changed because of it.   
 

Jason Lattin, M.D.   
Please feel free to contact Jason at jlattin@cpgh.org  

Young lady after a severe burn injury to 
the hand that left nothing but dried bone 
exposed at the wrist.  Here she is post op 
from a rectus delayed-transfer flap, al-
lowing salvage of her right hand. 

Dr. Lattin teaching laparoscopic surgery  
to a Benglai resident. 

Dr. Jason Lattin and his family 

OHSU and Covidien hosted a Women in Surgery career development seminar in October. 
The conference was organized by Karen Deveney, M.D., Professor, Vice Chair of Educa-
tion and Program Director, Department of Surgery, and featured a diverse group of pre-
senters who spoke about the opportunities for medical students, residents and fellows 
interested in a surgery career, as well as the challenges faced by women in this field.  
“Women pursuing a career in surgery still face obstacles because of a variety of cultural 
and institutional preconceptions,” said Dr. Deveney. “Surgery is a specialty all women in 
medicine should absolutely consider.”  Several Faculty members spoke at the event, pro-
viding information about the importance of mentors and role models, choosing a surgical 
specialty, deciding on practice options and balancing family life and a two-professional  
marriage.  Susan Orloff, M.D., Professor and Chief, Division of Abdominal Organ Trans-
plantation, spoke about the field of academic surgery during a panel on practice options. 
Although women make up nearly half of U.S. medical school classes, she said, 15 percent 
of entering surgery residents and 13 percent of faculty members in surgery are women.  Covidien created the Women in Sur-
gery platform to “champion current and future female surgeons at all stages of their careers.”  
This first appeared in the OHSU School of Medicine News, www.ohsu.ed/somnews  

Women in Surgery 

Deveney (left) and Orloff (right) with Dr. 
Nicole VanDerHeyden of Salem Hospital 
during the Women in Surgery conference. 

mailto:jlattin@cpgh.org
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Since VirtuOHSU opened its doors in March of 2009, VirtuOHSU staff and faculty have been   
integral in the growth and development of surgical skills training at OHSU. Katie Moreland,   
VirtuOHSU Project Coordinator, joined the VirtuOHSU team July 2009. She has worked closely 
with Pat Southard, M.N., J.D., VirtuOHSU Administrative Director, and Donn Spight, M.D.,  
Medical Director, to manage the daily operations of the simulation center including grant      
acquisition, project management and implementation of department and hospital wide        
simulation-based programs. Pat Southard has been a vital part of VirtuOHSU since its inception 
and is integral to the incredible success of the annual Department of Surgery Golf Tournament 
and Dinner Auction which will celebrate its sixth year on September 23, 2011. 
 VirtuOHSU Surgical Simulation Center has experienced incredible growth this year. With 
the end of the academic year quickly approaching , we are thrilled to report that we are on pace 
to conduct over 180 skills labs, a 50% increase from the 2009-2010 academic year. This incredi-
ble growth is attributed to the addition of several new courses as well as expansion of well    
established courses. In January, VirtuOHSU received a generous educational grant from Ethicon 
Endo-Surgery, Inc. to support the use of high fidelity models to enhance surgical skills training. 
This grant, the third awarded by Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc., allows for the continuation of the      
tremendously successful surgical skills labs at the Legacy Institute for Surgical Education imple-

mented last year. Dr. Donn Spight, was responsible for the submission of the grant. Starting in February, twenty three PGY-3 
and PGY-4  surgical residents spend five half day sessions practicing index open, minimally invasive and vascular surgical    
procedures on cadaveric and porcine models under the guidance of general surgery faculty and fellows. Department of Sur-
gery faculty includes Drs. Spight, Karen Deveney, Erica Mitchell, Slate Wilson, Greg Laundry and Jennifer Garreau. Profes-
sor Emeritus Dr. Donald McConnell, Affiliate Professor Dr. Roger Alberty, and Legacy Good Samaritan physician Dr. Joseph 
Frankhouse have graciously donated their time and expertise as well. 
 

 In July, the Departments of Surgery, Anesthesiology, Internal Medicine and Emergency Medicine will launch an excit-
ing new multidisciplinary simulation-based central venous catheter (CVC) training 
program in VirtuOHSU.  The goal of this program is to reduce the complications 
associated with CVC insertion across the OHSU campus through the adoption of a 
standardized computer based and procedural training program. The program, 
lead by Dr. Donn Spight, includes faculty champions Todd Ellingson, Erica 
Mitchell, Michele Noles, Tom Cooney, Michael Seropian and Jennifer Watters. 
Initiation of a pilot program will coincide with start in the 2011 academic year and 
seek to train 108 arriving interns in CVC insertion.  After completion of the pilot 
program a multi-year expansion of the program will take place which will ulti-
mately train all OHSU employees placing CVC’s within the scope of their practice. 
 

 VirtuOHSU is pleased to report that all twenty-seven general surgery resi-
dents that have taken the Fundamentals of Laparoscopic Surgery exam have 
passed with great success. This high stakes exam introduced by the American Col-
lege of Surgeons 2008 is now required to become Board Certified in General Sur-
gery. With a passing rate of 96%, the surgical residents have averaged 209 points 
higher than the minimum passing score. This outstanding record to date reflects 
the commitment and dedication of the instructors in the Lap Skills course. 

 

 The generosity of faithful contributors to the annual OHSU Department 
of Surgery Golf Tournament and Dinner Auction, VirtuOHSU was able to purchase 
a “Smart Board” in March 2011. The “Smart Board”, a multi-media, interactive 
teaching aid, will greatly enhance the experience for learners in VirtuOHSU. Since 
its installation the Smart Board has been an extremely useful teaching tool for 
many skills labs courses and has greatly enhanced the delivery of information to 
learners. We would like to sincerely thank  all of the donors from the 2010 tour-
nament  that made this important acquisition possible.   

VirtuOHSU 

Left to right: Affiliate Associate Professor Joe  
Frankhouse, M.D. with Residents Arun Raman, 
M.D., James  Ballard, M.D. and Jennifer Rea, M.D. 

Medical Director for Surgical  
Simulation Donn Spight, M.D.  
and Resident Loic Fabricant, M.D. 

Associate Professor Matt Slater, M.D. teaches  
Cardiothoracic Surgery Fellow Jon Boyum M.D. and 
medical student Julie Doberne 
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Division in the Spotlight 

Surgical Oncology  
Since 2007, the Surgical Oncology division, lead by Dr. Kevin Billingsley, has pursued the application of 
laparoscopic resection for selected patients with hepatic tumors. Over 25 laparoscopic hepatectomies have 
been performed at OHSU for both benign and malignant diseases.  Of these, 21 were anatomic resections of 
the left liver encompassing either the entire left lobe or formal left lateral sectionectomies.  This group of 
patients has been included in a clinical outcome study with results presented by Dr. Kristian Enestvedt, 
Hepatobilliary Fellow, at both the ASCO GI Oncology meeting and at SSAT/DDW.  These patients have con-
siderably lower intraoperative blood loss and significantly shorter length of hospitalization when compared 
to case-matched open controls.  In our series, the laparoscopic approach means a shorter hospitalization 
of two days on average.  We have carefully refined our technique to enable a completely laparoscopic 
approach with a minimal extraction incision.  Additionally, early pedicle ligation decreases both blood 
loss and OR time.  The development of a clinical database exploring numerous facets of liver surgery has  
facilitated this and future clinical research in our division, with important collaboration from both General 
Surgery and Abdominal Organ Transplantation. 

KOIN Studio 6 recently interviewed Dr. Arpana Naik, Assistant Professor, about a new breast cancer 
treatment called Intrabeam. Intrabeam is a method to deliver intraoperative radiotherapy (IORT) after lum-
pectomy for breast cancer.  Dr. Naik discusses her collaborative effort with the OSHU Department of Radia-
tion Oncology and their use of IORT to treat breast cancer. Intra-operative radiotherapy using the INTRA-
BEAM System differs from traditional external post-surgical radiation treatment systems by treating the 
tumor bed from within, ensuring radiation delivery accuracy. This method also reduces toxicity to       
patients by avoiding radiation to healthy tissues outside the breast lumpectomy cavity.  The TARGIT trial, 
which randomized breast cancer patients to single-dose radiation with INTRABEAM versus standard 6-week 
external beam radiation, recently demonstrated equivalent short-term local recurrence rates. Given these 
findings, the INTRABEAM method is a now a viable treatment option for patients meeting specific treatment 
criteria.  

Dr. John Vetto has recently been joined by Jeanine Fortino, Research Associate, who has more 
than 30 years of database management experience. Jeanine has taken up the helm of the prospective 
IRB-approved Sentinel Lymph Node registry that enrolls patients undergoing sentinel lymph node dissec-
tion for melanomas, breast cancer, sarcomas, and non-melanoma skin cancers. Data from the registry has 
recently been published in The American Journal of Surgeons, Cancer, The Archives of Surgery, and The   
Archives of Otolaryngology and Head & Neck Surgery. The registry is available to clinical and basic research-
ers looking at research questions.   

SuEllen Pommier, Ph.D. has been awarded $100,000 by the Vertex Pharmaceuticals & Technology 
& Research Collaborations at OHSU. Dr. Pommier will examine genetic mutations in the 
stem/progenitor cells of human breast tumors. Dr. Pommier, along with newly hired Senior Research 
Associate, Robynn Schillace, PhD.,   will further examine cancer stem/progenitor cells by Whole-
Exome Sequencing.  This technique will be used to selectively sequence the coding regions of entire breast 
cancer stem cell genomes. By identifying gene mutations in the earliest breast cancer cells, she will be able 
to determine which genes are most likely responsible for initiating breast cancer.   
 In addition to continuing work with his wife on breast cancer, Dr. Rodney Pommier has gained both 
national and international recognition as an expert in the surgery and treatment of neuroendocrine           
tumors. Patients with neuroendocrine tumors from the entire western United States and Pacific Rim 
countries travel to OHSU for surgery and treatment from Dr. Pommier. His clinical research has           
pioneered the use of laparoscopy to locate occult primary tumors, the impact of primary tumor resection 
on survival of patients with unresectable liver metastases, debulking of liver metastases, and prevention of intraoperative 
carcinoid crisis. Recently, he has been a principal investigator in the RADIANT trials using RAD001, now known as everolimus, 
as an antineoplastic agent for tumor progression. The drug just received approval by the FDA as first agent approved for this 
indication and OHSU was a major contributor to this effort because of enrollment of many of Dr. Pommier's patients. He is 
on the board of Directors and the education committee of the North American Neuroendocrine Tumor Society 
(NANETS) which he helped found, and has been nominated for membership on the NCI National Steering Committee on Neu-
roendocrine tumors. 

Kevin Billingsley, M.D. 

Arpana Naik, M.D. 

Rodney Pommier, M.D. 

SuEllen Pommier, Ph.D. 

John Vetto, M.D. 

http://www.koinstudio6.com/
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