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created as an alternative to private health insur-

ance, I think a more critical element is adherence 

to quality, efficiency, and access. In many ways 

we, at OHSU and in Oregon, are ahead of the 

curve in our use of electronic medical records, 

public reporting of outcomes data, and adherence 

to evidence-based process measures. Nevertheless, 

we can find ways to do better.  We will strive to 

maintain our commitment to education as we bring 

curiosity, innovation, and discovery to the bedside. 

 The brightest news of the spring and sum-

mer is that we have a fabulous new chief of urol-

ogy. Chris Amling joined us in March from the 

University of Alabama, Birmingham where he had 

been the chief for only a few years. In addition to 

the career opportunities allowed by joining OHSU 

and the Knight Cancer Center, Chris came back to 

Oregon because this is his home. Chris was born in 

Coquille, went to the University of Oregon for 

undergraduate education, and on to OHSU for 

medical school.  Chris was a star student at OHSU,  

went on to do his urology residency at Duke, then 

joined the Navy for many years before returning to 

civilian life at UAB. His interest is in urologic on-

cology and specifically the prostate. Chris has es-

tablished himself as a thought leader in the biol-

ogy, evaluation, and management of prostate can-

cer. In addition, he is a national leader in robotic 

prostatectomy and will put our DaVinci robot to 

very good use. He looks to recruit three additional 

surgeons this year, one of whom started in July. 

Chris Austin is a pediatric urologist who has 

joined us from the University of Iowa. He will join 

Steve Skoog in the care of our patients at Doernbe-

cher Childrenôs Hospital.  Other new faculty in-

clude Fred Tibayan a brilliant young researcher 

and cardiac surgeon from Stanford and our own 

Laszlo Kiraly , an accomplished and very well-

liked trauma and critical care surgeon. 

 Important dates on the Department of 

Surgery calendar to drop on to your Blackberry or 

iPhone (or little black book if you follow John 

Barryôs lead) are as follows:  
(continued on page 7) 
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Chairmanôs Message 

 It has been a long time since the depths of 

winter brought grim economic reality to all of 

America and all of Oregon, creating a perfect storm 

of consequences that threatened the stability of our 

institution. Throughout the winter and spring we 

grappled with that truth, alternately denying that the 

ñrecession safeò medical profession could be so 

hard hit by the economic downturn and searching 

for glimmers of hope as we tightened, and tight-

ened, and further tightened our belts. 

 But then, quite surprisingly, things 

changed. As though hit by the annual miracle of 

springtime, the economic indicators in the hospital, 

the faculty practice plan, and the Department of 

Surgery turned much better. The ORôs were full, the 

beds in the hospital were totally occupied, and the 

mood of the University brightened substantially as 

the financial health of the institution improved. 

Needless to say, we are far from out of the woods, 

but the indicators are a whole lot brighter than they 

were six months ago. 

 As the federal economic stimulus package 

begins to trickle out, all attention has turned to 

health care reform. While it is far too early to pre-

dict how the final bill or bills will affect surgeons, 

our patients, and the School of Medicine, there is 

much good to be gained if healthcare reform is done 

well. Many of us in the profession have been in-

volved helping shape the debate, both locally and in 

Washington, DC. I am hopeful that amidst the cost 

cutting frenzy certain principles will be maintained: 

States which are already quite efficient in health 

care delivery (as Oregon is) should be recognized 

for efficiency. I believe there is an understanding 

that a physician workforce shortage looms large if 

medical school and residency programs are not ex-

panded. While much emphasis has been placed on 

the plight of primary care (which is indeed in rough 

shape) the practice of general surgery, especially in 

rural locations has attracted the attention of politi-

cians and policy makers. Certainly, universal access 

to health care for children and adults should be wel-

comed. While I believe that a federal plan should be 
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Awards Banquet 2009 

Resident Awards 

Best Intern on the Urology Service: Marcus Kret; Best Intern on the Renal Transplant Service: Loic Fabricant;  Best 

General Surgery Resident on the Kidney Transplant  Service: Molly Cone; Outstanding General Surgery Residents on 

the Cardiothoracic Service: Pediatric cardiac-Carrie Allison; VA Adult Cardiac-Crystal Hessman and Katrina Lof-

berg; OHSU Adult Cardiac Surgery Service - Kristian Enestvedt and Kelli Salter; Martin Howard Resident Award: 

Chris Komanapalli; Golden Scalpel Award - St. Vincent Attending Teaching Award: Ed Irish; Chief Resident of the 

Year: Brandon Tieu; Senior Resident of the Year: David Cho; Roger Alberty Award for Outstanding Teaching: 

Laszlo Kiraly; J. Englebert Dunphy Award for Outstanding Leadership: Michael Englehart; Department of Surgery 

Award for Outstanding   Intern: Marcus Kret; Donald D. Trunkey Award for Ethics and Professionalism: Cyrus Ali; 

Department of Surgery Award for Outstanding Resident: Brandon Tieu: Student Teaching Award : Chris Komana-

palli; Krippaehne Award: Jesse Madden; H. Stephens Mosely, MD Award for Excellence in Basic Science  Research: 

Yin Kan Hwee; Karen E. Deveney Award for Excellence in Clinical Research: Chitra Sambasivan 

 

Faculty Awards 

Clinical Faculty Teaching Award: Nick Eshraghi 

Marquam Hill Teaching Award: Donald McConnell 

Distinguished Faculty Award: Greg Moneta 

Distinguished Alumnus Award: Gary Leaverton 

Distinguished Service Award: Brett Sheppard 
 

 

Department of Surgery Fourth Annual Golf Tournament/Dinner Auction 

 Please mark your calendars to attend the Fourth Annual Department of Surgery Dinner/Auction on Friday,     

August 28, 2009.  The evening will begin with a hosted cocktail hour starting at 5:00 pm that will give you an         

opportunity to participate in the silent auction of wonderful items donated to benefit the Department of Surgery.  There is 

a hosted dinner and live auction following the cocktail hour and silent auction. The dinner is buffet style and is a  

highlight of the evening ï the food is spectacular.  The event will be held at Royal Oaks Country Club in Vancouver.  

We are happy to provide directions upon request. 

 If you are a golfer and would like to play in the golf tournament, it begins at 1:00 pm with a shotgun start and 

the format is a four person scramble.  Please let Pat Southard (southarp@ohsu.edu or 4-6093) know if you are interested 

in playing in a golf foursome. 

 In the first three years of this tournament we have netted about $325,000 that was directed toward being able to 

open VirtuOHSU, the surgical skills and simulation laboratory in the Old Library. The photos below were taken on the 

first day of class in VirtuOHSU.  

 The donors really enjoy the opportunity to meet the faculty of the department so I hope you will put this on your 

calendar and plan to spend an evening at Royal Oaks! 
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