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opportunity to work side-by-side with our peers 
from other medical disciplines, but at the end of 
the day enjoy our home and our “college” of 
surgeons. The shared experience in training, the 
shared understanding of our duties to our pa-
tients and to our profession bind us together 
and create a culture that is quite distinct. While 
it may sound that I am advocating for separa-
tism or segregation, nothing could be farther 
from the truth. We believe that our ability to 
provide integrated multidisciplinary care to our 
patients will flow naturally from our commit-
ment to each other in the Department of Sur-

gery.  

 Enough philosophy, let’s get down to 
what’s happening. One of the more exciting 
things to hit our campus recently is the publica-
tion of a book about our surgery residency enti-
tled ¢ƘŜ wŜŀƭ DǊŜȅΩǎ !ƴŀǘƻƳȅΣ ! .ŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Scenes Look at the Real Lives of Surgical Resi-
dents. This book resulted from a year’s worth of 
observation by Andrew Holtz, a medical re-
porter. He shadowed our residents, observing 
in the operating room, and trailing resident 
teams around days, nights, and weekends. Fol-
lowing this, a TV production team from Los An-
geles spent last week at OHSU filming our resi-
dents in action. This footage will be edited into 
a one-hour pilot which – if successful – may in 
turn lead to a 13-week television series on the 
life of a surgical resident. Whether this comes 
to pass or not, we are thrilled by the effect this 
and other events have had on our resident mo-
rale and recruitment. Never have I seen a group 
of residents so upbeat, so excited, and so en-
gaged in the processes of learning and service. 
This translated into a great match year where 
we were able to match 12 of the strongest resi-
dents in the country into our general surgery 
program.   

(continued on page 2) 
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 #ÈÁÉÒÍÁÎȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 

As I stand in my office in Mackenzie Hall, looking 
out over the blooming trees, and the wall of ca-
mellias against the Old Library, I am struck by the 
fact that we are emerging from a winter that 
hardly happened. A few brief snow flurries, and 
slippery commutes were all that winter 
amounted to this year. We are behind on water, 
and behind on snowpack in the Cascades, but I 
don’t hear too many people complaining too 
loudly. The winter has been similarly salubrious 
for the Department of Surgery. Compared to last 
year’s storminess, including budget cuts, layoffs, 
and frozen assets, this winter has seen us con-
tinue to meet or exceed expectations in the op-
erating room, in the clinics, and in our academic 
pursuits. Somehow, it just feels like things are 
back on track! This is good.  

 Because we are not dealing with a finan-
cial crisis, we have had a little bit of opportunity 
to reflect on who we are, what we want to be, 
and how we must evolve to get there. At the 
outset, let me be clear: We are not building 
more buildings. What we are doing is evolving 
our programs towards efficiency, quality, and 
simplicity for the patient using OHSU. This has 
required a transformation from a physicians’ 
practice group working in a hospital to a single 
integrated entity, OHSU Healthcare. Some of this 
thinking has challenged the whole concept of a 
Department of Surgery, as the “best” organiza-
tional unit for specialty surgery. Should we dis-
solve the Department of Surgery and have a can-
cer center? Should we dissolve pediatric surgery 
and have only a children’s hospital? While the 
commitment to high quality multidisciplinary 
care has been our mantra for over a decade, the 
surgeons in the Department of Surgery have an-
swered these questions clearly in a series of dia-
logues recently held. We, as surgeons, love the 
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Dear friends and colleagues, 
 

It was with a heavy heart that I recently accepted a position as Director of Urologic Oncology at the Nor-
ris Comprehensive Cancer Center at the University of Southern California. My wife Neda Shamie, whom 
many of you know, was also simultaneously recruited to USC to join the Ophthalmology Department as 
Medical Director of their Satellite practice in Beverly Hills.  
 

The decision to accept the offers was not an easy one. I had been tremendously happy at OHSU over the 
past five years and was proud to be part of the faculty. I enjoyed great opportunities and was able to 
fulfill my academic endeavors in an institution which cultivated my growth and success. I was fortunate 
to be able to build a robust and invigorating clinical practice at OHSU and help establish the division as a 
center of excellence for the surgical treatment of bladder and advanced testis cancers with the help of exceptional col-
leagues. It was an absolute privilege to work with the extraordinary residents, from whom I learned so much. I greatly en-
joyed working with the talented team of anesthesiologists, as well as the nurses and OR staff who helped me provide the 
utmost in care to our cancer patients.  As a result, my years at OHSU were thoroughly fulfilling not only personally but also 
professionally. I will remain grateful of the friendship and camaraderie that enriched my days at work. Neda also had an ex-
tremely fulfilling and invigorating practice at Devers Eye Institute where she had the privilege of expanding the armamentar-
ium of cutting edge surgery. She contributed to the already established academic vigor of the cornea service at Devers, gain-
ing national and international recognition. 
 

We truly feel fortunate to have spent five wonderful years here in Portland and will always look back on the many cherished 
memories with the fondest of emotions. We made many wonderful friends who have enriched our lives and have witnessed 
the growth of our family.  We hope that with this next chapter in our careers, as we also move closer to our family in Los An-
geles, we will continue to maintain our friendships and professional relationships that was rooted here in Portland. 
 

I am certain that with the brilliant faculty and recruitment of the new terrific partners (Drs. Austin, Dugi and La Rochelle), the 
division will soar to new heights under the outstanding leadership of Dr. Chris Amling.  I am thankful to Drs. Barry and Hunter 
for providing me the opportunity to become part of this faculty and I will regret not being actively involved in the further 
growth of our division.  I look forward to future collaboration with the division of Urology. 

 

With gratitude, 

Sia Daneshmand, M.D. 

A Letter of Farewell 

CÈÁÉÒÍÁÎȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ (continued) 
Perhaps in anticipation of the American Board of Surgery rethinking the integration of general and specialty training in sur-
gery, we have started developing specialty training experiences that are increasingly popular to OHSU residents. For exam-
ple, our vascular surgeons who have developed a four (general surgery) plus two (vascular surgery) specialty training track 
have recruited Elliot Stephenson and Jason Jundt to enter this track. A new fellowship experience in liver surgery has at-
tracted Kristian Enestvedt who will spend another year at OHSU with Kevin Billingsley, Sue Orloff, Brett Sheppard, and our 
other liver surgeons. Lastly, and perhaps most significantly, OHSU has recently been approved by the American Board of Co-
lorectal Surgery for a colorectal surgical fellowship. Surprise! The first fellow will be one of our own, Karin Hardiman. While 
this assimilation of specialty training into and at the end of our traditional chief residency experience is going on defacto at 
OHSU, the American Board of Surgery with advice from Karen Deveney and others, has again taken up the mantle of a possi-
ble redesign of surgery residency to accommodate the training needs of the specialists and the generalists. This will be a 
tricky business, but like healthcare reform such re-engineering is long overdue: Oh, and did I mention anything about health-
care reform? Well I won’t. It is getting nice outside. The sun is shining (as much as it does in an Oregon springtime). Go enjoy 
it! 

John G. Hunter, M.D. 
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Exceptional Service Recognition 
Following the catastrophic earthquake that rocked Haiti on Janu-
ary 12, an estimated three million people were in need of emer-
gency aid.  One of the many medical professionals to volunteer 
their time to help with the devastating aftermath was Dr. Karen 
Kwong, Clerkship Director and Associate Residency Program Di-
rector in the Department of Surgery.  Dr. Kwong’s efforts were in 
the south-eastern region of Haiti, at the only standing and usable 
hospital building in the area. The hospital was flooded with pa-
tients, many whom were traumatized and scared, while overflow 
cots lined the outdoor pathways.  With 30 inpatients (70 total 
over the course of the week) in a hospital with limited re-
sources that averages around eight inpatients, Dr. Kwong be-
lieves the key to the combined OHSU/Sacred Heart team’s ability 
to provide patient care was that the team was well supplied 

and had experienced MD's (including team leader Snell Fontus 
M.D.) and RN's, some who had previously worked in Haiti. Dr. 
Nick Gideonse (Family Medicine, OHSU) had been to the area 

three times prior to this trip and responded to a call of need from Haitian Dr. Louis Philippe at 
CME Hospital in Cayes-Jacmel, enabling them to work alongside local providers and infrastruc-
ture. Over the course of the week, 46 operations were performed and primary care saw 1200-
1400 clinic patients varying in illness from gastrointestinal, respiratory, Malaria, worms, Ty-
phoid, fractures, and PTSD. Drs. Kwong and Gideonse brought with them twelve duffle bags of 
catastrophe reserved supplies donated by OHSU, which were matched as well by Sacred 
Heart.  Haiti is still in much need of food, water and supplies.  Dr. Kwong emphasized that  
donations are being well utilized. 

Dr. Kwong with her patient, two 
Řŀȅǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ŦŜπ
mur plating.   

Dr. Kwong sharing letters sent 
from Catlin Gable school with a 
child in the Sisters of Charity  
Orphanage.  

Dr. Kwong with a scalp laceration 
patient following a debridement 
and closure. The patient lost her 
home in the earthquake.  

5ǊΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ά.ƛƭƭέ aΦ DŀǊƴƧƻōǎǘ was born on Oct. 14, 1920, to Dr. Henry and Lulu Garnjobst. He was 
the youngest of four sons. His family moved to Corvallis where he received his primary and secondary 
education. His education also included flying lessons enabling him to become a licensed pilot at age 
17. He attended Oregon State College in 1938, majoring in Basic Sciences and English. In 1941 he was 
accepted to the University of Oregon Medical School.  He interned at Alameda County Hospital where 
he met his wife Carole. In 1946 he became a first lieutenant in the U.S. Army Medical Corps and was 
stationed at the Greenland Army Airbase Clinic. After his discharge from the medical corps, he re-
turned to Corvallis to do general practice with his father, Dr. Henry Garnjobst. He and Carole Holman 
were married in 1949. During this time he fulfilled his dream of owning a plane. When time permitted, 
he would fly around Corvallis and periodically over their home to check on the Oregon State blanket 
spread out on the yard. Orange side up was "all's well" and black side up was "land and go to the hos-

pital." After completion of his surgical training, at the University or Oregon Medical School, Bill was invited by doctors L.P. 
Gambee and C.E. Hardwick to join their clinic in Portland. Bill became a clinical instructor in the Department of Surgery at the 
medical school and Portland VA Hospital. His main devotion was to Doernbecher Children's Hospital where he spent many 
hours with the surgery residents, making rounds and in the operating room. Over 
the years, Bill rose through the attending ranks to Clinical Professor of Surgery. Bill 
became the de facto CEO of The Surgical Specialty Group from 1971 until retire-
ment in 1988. Retirement provided Bill with time for such activities as serving as a 
member of the OHSU School of Medicine Alumni Council and the Providence 
Medical Foundation Board. He also spent time taking care of his special pet, a 
more than 50-year-old Beachcraft Travelair. The "old man's friend," pneumonia, 
took Bill from us Dec. 17, 2009, ending a life well spent.  

In Memory 



4 

May 24, 2010 
Michael J. Zinner, M.D. is the Moseley Professor of Surgery at Harvard Medical School, the Surgeon-in-
Chief at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital and the Clinical Director of the Dana Farber/Brigham and 
Women’s Cancer Center. Dr. Zinner received his M.D. degree in 1971 from the University of Florida and 
completed his surgical residency at Johns Hopkins Hospital.  In 1988, Dr. Zinner became Chairman of the 
Department of Surgery at UCLA Medical School and Medical Center and the first William P. Longmire Pro-
fessor of Surgery.  In 2004, Dr. Zinner established the Center for Surgery and Public Health, a collaboration 
between the Harvard Medical School and the Harvard School of Public Health, focused on healthcare, qual-
ity, safety and effectiveness.  Dr. Zinner is currently the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Ameri-
can College of Surgeons.  Dr. Zinner remains a busy clinician and his clinical focus centers on diseases of the 
gastrointestinal tract.   

May 10, 2010 
Richard Billingham, M.D. obtained his B.A. degree from Ohio Wesleyan University and his M.D.  degree 
from the University of Rochester. He began practice in Seattle in 1979, and is Clinical Professor of Surgery 
at the University of Washington. He is a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons, the American Society 
of Colon and Rectal Surgeons and a member of numerous professional societies.  Dr. Billingham is a past 
president of the American Society of Colon & Rectal Surgeons.  
 

June 7, 2010 
Hans Sollinger, M.D., PhD is the Folkert O. Belzer Professor of Surgery, and chairman, Division of Trans-
plantation at the University of Wisconsin, at Madison. Sollinger earned a PhD at the University of Munich 
and an MD at the Medical School of Munich. He won a fellowship in immunobiology research at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics and  then completed residency at the University of Wisconsin Hos-
pital and Clinics.  Dr. Sollinger's research interests include the clinical and preclinical testing of new immu-
nosuppressive agents and gene therapy for cell transplantation. He specializes in kidney and pancreas 
transplantation.  

Visiting Professors 

Samuel Liu Lecture 

Please help us welcome Dr. Hermangi (Hema) Thakar to the Division of Plastic Surgery.  Dr. Thakar re-
ceived her undergraduate degree from Rice University in 1999. She attended medical School at Vanderbilt 
University, graduating in 2003. Both her general surgery (2007) and plastic surgery training (2009) were 
completed at the University of Texas, Southwestern in Dallas. After completion of her residencies, Dr. 
Thakar received additional training in perforator-based flap reconstructions (such as DIEP breast recon-
struction) at the University of Manitoba. Dr. Thakar moved to Portland with her husband (Daniel Dugi, 
M.D., who also joined the Department of Surgery in the Division of Urology in September) and their Lab mix 
Shanti, a “Frisbee Machine”. Dr. Thakar loves the outdoors, traveling and hiking and is very excited to be in 
Portland! 

New Faculty 

Special Announcements 
Karin Hardiman and Chandler Mcleod welcomed baby boy Collin Edward Mcleod on December 23, 2009. 

Jennifer Watters and Dan Hagg welcomed Arianna Sophia Hagg on January 12, 2010.   
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MONDAYS AT 7:00 A.M.  

OHSU AUDITORIUM 
Oregon Health & Science University School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to sponsor 
continuing medical education for physicians. OHSU School of Medicine, Division of CME, designates this educational activity for a maximum of 1.0 
AMA PRA Category 1 CreditTM per session. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their  participation in the activity. 

  

April 19, 2010  άwŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ !ƴŜǎǘƘŜǎƛŀέ 

   Matt Abrahams, MD, Assistant Professor of Anesthesiology and Peri-Operative Medicine, OHSU 

April 26, 2010  ASA Presidential Address 

   Donald Trunkey, MD, Professor Emeritus, Department of Surgery, OHSU 

May 3, 2010  ά¢ǊŀŎƘŜƻǎǘƻƳȅέ 

   Joshua Schindler, MD, Assistant Professor, Department of Otolaryngology, OHSU 

May 10, 2010   ά9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ .ŀǎŜŘ tŜǊƛƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ /ŀǊŜέ 

   Richard Billingham, MD, Clinical Professor of Surgery, University of Washington 

May 17, 2010  “wŜǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ {ǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ 5ƻƎƳŀǎΥ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŀŎƘǳǘŜ ōŜ wŀƴŘƻƳƛȊŜŘΚέ 

   Michael Englehart, MD, Trauma/Surgical Critical Care Fellow, Department of Surgery, OHSU 

May 24, 2010  [ƛǳ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜΥ άIŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ wŜŦƻǊƳ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀέ 
   Michael Zinner, MD, Chief and Chairman of Department of Surgery, Brigham and Women’s 
   Hospital 

May 31, 2010   Cancelled: Memorial Day Holiday 
June 7, 2010  "1000 Consecutive Kidney Pancreas Transplants at a Single Institution"   
   Hans Sollinger, MD, Folkert O. Belzer Professor of Surgery, Chairman Division of   
   Transplantation, University of Wisconsin 

June 14, 2010  άManagement of Alcohol Withdrawal: When /L²! Lǎƴϥǘ 9ƴƻǳƎƘέ 

   Mary Clare Sarff, MD, Trauma/Surgical Critical Care Fellow, Department of Surgery, OHSU 

June 21, 2010  ά²ƻǳƴŘ [ŀǾŀƎŜέ 

   Daniel Anderson, M.D., Trauma/Surgical Critical Care Fellow, Department of Surgery, OHSU 

 

 

Save-the-Date! 

S e p t e m b e r  1 0 ,  2 0 1 0  

OHSU Department of Surgery 

Fifth Annual Golf Tournament & Dinner Auction 

An Event to Benefit VirtuOHSU Simulation Center 
 

Royal Oaks Country Club 
 

For more information please contact Katie Moreland at moreland@ohsu.edu or 503-494-3074 

Fifth  Annual Golf Tournament & Dinner Auction 

Grand Rounds - Spring/Summer 2010 
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Ahmed Abouzamzam 
Cyrus Ali 
Ghiath Alshikaki 
Sam Bartholomew 
Steve Bickler 
Elisa Burgess 
Kristine Calhoun 
John Campbell 
Alivia Cetas 
James Chandler 
Eugene  Chang 
Hannan Chaugle 
Shabnam Chaugle 
Joyce Chen 
David Cook 
Daniel Dennis 
Karen Deveney 
Cliff Deveney 
T Dixon 
James Dolan 
Cindy Downard 
James Edwards 
Mike Englehart 

Shelly Erford 
Niknam Eshraghi 
Daniel Fink 
Latham Flanagan 
William Fletcher 
Jennifer Garreau 
Jordana Gaumond 
Justine Gavagan 
Jason Gilster 
Mary Giswold 
Babak Givi 
John Gregory 
Alex Guerrero 
Juliana Hansen 
Chelsea Hardin 
Marvin Harrison 
Michael Hauty 
Daniel Herzig 
Carey Hill 
Frieda Hulka 
John Hunter 
Stanley Jacob 
Blair Jobe 

Andrew Jones 
Mark Jones 
Janice Journeau 
Nathan Kanning 
Tara Karamlou 
Maihgan Kavanagh 
Ali Khaki 
Charles Kim 
Laszlo Kiraly 
Chris Komanapalli 
William Kraybill 
Sanjay Krishnaswami 
Karen Kwong 
Jason Lattin 
Gary Leaverton 
Dae Lee 
Andre Leger 
Kim Lu 
Stephen Lu 
Robert Ludemann 
Sharon Lum 
David Maccabee 
Linda Maerz 

Darren Malinoski 
Robert Martindale 
John Mayberry 
Donald McConnell 
Renee Minjarez 
Arden Morris 
Kate Morris 
Melanie Morris 
Dane Moseson 
Richard Mullins 
Scott Musicant 
Heidi Nelson 
David Oehling 
Pat O’Herron 
Christine Olson 
Susan Orloff 
Michael Peetz 
Abeer Sawaaf 
Rebecca Sawai 
Martin Schreiber 
Jess Schultz 
Ann Seltman 
Maha Shakir 

Brett Sheppard 
Mia Skourti 
Matthew Slater 
Kirsten Smith 
Jason Smithers 
Laurel Soot 
Scott Soot 
Pat Southard 
Donn Spight 
Malgorzata Stanczyk 
Blayne Standage 
Kim Swartz 
Tracy Taggert 
Klaus Thaler 
Brandon Tieu 
Don Trunkey 
Peter Vajtai 
Joe Vander Veer 
Nicole VanDerHeyden 
Garrett Vangelisti 
Sandra Wanek 
Jennifer Watters 
Slate Wilson 

Lawrence Wobbrock 
Ron Wolf 
Bruce Wolfe 
David Wrigley 
Minhao Zhou 
 

Honorary Members  
F. William Blaisdell 
John Cameron 
Haile Debas 
Tom DeMeester 
Gary Dunnington 
Thomas Fogarty 
Alden Harken 
Frank Lewis 
Wayne Meredith 
Carlos Pellegrini 
C. William Schwab 
George Sheldon 
John Wong 

Resident Ski Trip and Wine Tour 
     

 

Thanking Our Mackenzie Society Members 

άIƛ 9ǊƛƴΣ 

The wine tour was great. What a 
nice opportunity to relax, bond 
with fellow residents and enjoy 
parts of Oregon we never had 
ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ LΩŘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ƛǘ 
for future resident activities. 
Thanks to everyone who took 
ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΗέ 

 

Jennifer Rea, M.D.  
General Surgery Resident 

ά5Ǌ IǳƴǘŜǊΣ 
 
I just wanted to drop a quick note to let you 
know how great Sunday was. The mountain 
was beautiful, the bus was great, and every 
resident I spoke with had a fantastic time 
skiing. LΩƳ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Mackenzie Society, please thank them for us.  
And, while the skiing was great, I think what 
was appreciated even more was that the 
attendings and fellows came together to allow 
us all a day off. This says a lot about how much 
this program cares and that our well-being is 
valued.  Anyway, from my perspective (and 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ LΩǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǿƛǘƘύΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
huge  success. Thank you for making it 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦέ 
 
Molly Cone, M.D.  
General Surgery Resident 
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VirtuOHSU Wet Lab Course 
In January, VirtuOHSU Surgical Simulation Center received a generous educational grant 
from Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc. to support the use of high fidelity models to enhance 
surgical skills training. This grant, the second awarded by Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc. to 
VirtuOHSU, represents their continued commitment to resident education.  In 2009 an 
Ethicon Endo-Surgery Inc. grant provided critical 
laboratory supplies and take home laparoscopic 
trainers (Taskit Trainers) for all the PGY-1 and PGY
-2 residents. Dr. Donn Spight, Medical Director of 
VirtuOHSU and Dr. Erica Mitchell, Associate Di-

rector of VirtuOHSU, were responsible for the submission of the grant. The current 
grant funds five surgical skills labs at the Legacy Institute for Surgical Education be-
tween February and July. In these lab sessions residents and fellows are guided 
through index open, minimally invasive, and vascular surgical procedures on cadaveric 
and porcine models. The first lab session was held February 8, 2010. Twenty PGY-3 and 
four surgical residents spent the morning practicing an array of surgical procedures 
under the tutelage of general surgery faculty and fellows. Department of Surgery fac-
ulty included Drs. Spight, Mitchell, Wilson and Liem. Professor Emeritus Dr. Donald 
McConnell graciously donated his time and expertise as well. Dr. Jimmy Chim, third-
year surgical resident, summed up the benefit of such an experience, “It was actually 
something I've always wanted to do as a surgical resident: to essentially return to gross 
anatomy with the knowledge  I have now and explore the abdomen with no limita-
tions.  It was the most fun I've had in teaching didactics in all the years of my residency 
thus far.”  

Research Awards 
Research Dollars Awarded March 2009 - April 2010  

Principal Investigator Funding Agency Years Amount 
Anna Kuang Stryker Craniomaxillofacial 1 $10,000  

Stephen Langley Medical Research Foundation of Oregon 1 $40,000  

Robert Martindale LifeCell, Inc. 3 $15,261  

Gregory Moneta Terumo Cardiovascular Systems Corporation 1 $22,080  

Susan Orloff Stimulus - NIH / NHLBI 5 $326,822  

SuEllen Pommier  Avon Foundation 2 $275,000  

Martin Schreiber Blacktoe Medical 3 $3,700  

Martin Schreiber SAM Medical Products 6 months $131,995  

Martin Schreiber University of Texas, Health Science Center at Houston 15 months $459,330  

Martin Schreiber U.S. Air Force Material Command 14 months $750,000  

Donn Spight Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc 1 $138,000 

Philbert Van  ECI/Medical Research Foundation 1 $20,000  

Jennifer Watters AAST 1 $40,000  

Bruce Wolfe NIH/NIDDK LABS Continuation 5 $2,627,944  

Bruce Wolfe Bariatric Surgery Clinical Research Consortium – Supplement 1    1 $299,999  

Bruce Wolfe Bariatric Surgery Clinical Research Consortium – Supplement 2  1 $501,011  

Bruce Wolfe Bariatric Surgery Clinical Research Consortium – Supplement 3    1 $148,621  

  Total $5,809,763 
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Division in the Spotlight 

Cardiothoracic Surgery 

OHSU Surgical Team Does Cardiac Surgery in Kumasi, Ghana  
On February 7, 2010 an all-volunteer team of OHSU surgical staff, led by Dr. Aubyn Marath, 
joined CardioStart International (www.cardiostart.org) embarking on its second historic pedi-
atric and adult cardiac surgery mission to West Africa.  The Komfe Anoyke Teaching Hospital, 
previously visited by Professor Donald Trunkey, M.D. and colleagues, is intended to become a 
regional major referral center for acute trauma for West Africa, a vast area grossly under-
served.  Eleven cardiac procedures were performed including pediatric and adult heart surger-
ies and permanent pacemaker insertions.  OHSU professionals will be participating in future 
CardioStart international heart missions to Ukraine,  Romania, Peru and Vietnam, later this 
year.   

Thoracic Surgery Residency Program:  Match Day!  
The OHSU Thoracic Surgery Residency Program at OHSU is accredited by the American Council for Graduate Medical Educa-
tion (ACGME).  This is a structured two-year program of three-month rotations, where residents are exposed to the gamut of 
cardiothoracic cases including general thoracic surgery, coronary artery disease, valvular heart disease, coronary artery by-
pass grafts, aortic and mitral valve repair/replacements and evaluation of hearts and other organs for transplantation.  This 
program’s match opened on January 6, 2010 and has received 30 applicants for a single slot beginning July 1, 2011.  Inter-
views are currently underway in readiness for Match Day on June 9, 2010. 

Paul Schipper, M.D. 

Ȱ4ÏÐ $ÏÃȱ -ÁÔÔÈÅ× 3Ȣ 3ÌÁÔÅÒȟ -Ȣ$Ȣ  
Dr. Matthew Slater was recently recognized by Portland Monthly Magazine as one of Portland’s “Top Doc-
tors” of Cardiac Surgery. The magazine’s January 2010 issue asked 7,000 Oregon physicians and nurses to 
name one physician in multiple categories whom they would choose if they “or a loved one were in need 
of medical help” in that specialty. Dr. Slater also recently received the tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘŀŦŦ /ƘŀƛǊΩǎ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ 
Outstanding Contributions to Professionalism at OHSU.  Dr. Slater serves as Co-chair for OHSU Hospital 
Safety Council and is also Course Director of the Cardiac Surgery Symposium.  Dr. Slater’s research project 
“!ƻǊǘƛŎ 5ƛǎǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΥ 9ŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ !ƎŜ ƻƴ /ƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ hǳǘŎƻƳŜέ will be presented at this year’s New York Aortic 
Symposium. 

OHSU CVICU (8C) Nurse, Tanya John 
with a patient following mitral valve 
surgery 

Clinical Outreach  
Through clinical outreach, Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery hopes to build new, and strengthen existing, 
community relationships resulting in greater access to surgical services. Howard Song, MD, PhD, Surgery 
Director, Heart Failure and Transplant Program, will be providing a clinic at St. John Medical Center in 
Longview, Washington.  He will see patients for both new consults and  post-operative appoint-
ments.  This clinic will provide OHSU patients in the Longview area with a more convenient option to meet 
with their cardiac surgeon without having to make the long drive to Portland.  The Division of Cardiotho-
racic Surgery believes that the clinic at St. John Medical Center will provide greater patient satisfaction 
with the new arrangement. 

OHSU Thoracic Oncology Conference 
Dr. Paul Schipper leads a weekly multidisciplinary OHSU Thoracic Oncology tumor board conference, 
where new thoracic patients and challenging cases are discussed.  The team members of this conference 
include pulmonary medicine specialists, chest radiologists, thoracic surgeons, medical oncologists, radia-
tion oncologists, lung pathologists, and other disciplines such as nurses, tumor registrars, and research 
coordinators.  For each patient, the team discusses the diagnostic procedures, staging work-up and se-
quence in which tests or interventions are pursued.  Decisions for treatment are based on evidence-based 
data and the team devises the best multidisciplinary treatment for a patient when appropriate.  The pa-
tient benefits with a unified evaluation and treatment plan. 

Howard Song, M.D., PhD 

Matthew Slater, M.D. 
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