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Want to make a difference?  
Then come and work 

with the department of Physiol-
ogy and Pharmacology.  We are 
an eclectic group of investigators 
who share a common fascina-
tion with how things work; mol-
ecules, cells and organs that is; 
and how small molecules (drugs) 
can be used to modify function 
and treat disease. 
Our collective research inter-
ests are motivated by the desire 
to make a difference in human 
diseases like hypertension, cystic 
fibrosis, heart failure, cancer, en-
docrine disorders and mental ill-
ness. We recently created a Pro-
gram in Chemical Biology that  
emphasizes the design of novel 
small molecules that represent 
the first step in drug discovery.  
In our program, chemists inter-
face with biologists who utilize 
physiological, biochemical, and 

biophysical techniques to study:
Autonomic Biology•	
Ion Channel Structure and •	
Function
CNS Neuroendocrinology•	
Molecular Pharmacology•	
Signal Transduction•	

Graduate training is guided by 
our desire to equip students with 
the broad scientific background 
and intellectual tools required 
of today’s independent scien-
tists.  The investigators of today 
and tomorrow will increasingly 
conduct their research in an 
interdisciplinary environment 
where the vision of a single in-
vestigator must span the range 
of single molecules to the whole 
organism. 
Research and graduate study 
take place in state-of-the-art 
laboratories on “The Hill” 

OHSU School of Medicine 

Department of Physiology and Pharmacology

in Portland, where we are in-
spired by views of Mt. St. Helen 
and Mt. Hood. 
We invite you to visit our website 
or, better yet, to come and visit 
us in Portland and see how you 
can make a difference through 
biomedical research.

Sincerely,

David C. Dawson, Ph.D.
Department Chair

Physiology & Pharmacology
OHSU School of Medicine

David C. Dawson, Department Chair, 
Physiology & Pharmacology

Physiology & Pharmacology Students take time off at the 
Columbia Gorge & Mount  Hood.
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Scientists in the Physiology and Pharma-
cology Graduate Program are working to 
uncover the basis for hypertension, depres-
sion, endocrine disorders and asthma, and 
are developing new drugs to treat those dis-
eases and others.  We are looking for smart, 
dedicated young scientists with undergrad-
uate training in chemistry and biology who 
want to understand how the body works, 
and to apply that knowledge to generating 
new cures for disease. 

We believe that scientists in the 21st cen-
tury need to understand the molecular and 
cellular mechanisms underlying normal 
and diseased states, and to connect those 
mechanisms to function in larger systems.  
Our research-based program develops 
knowledge of molecular targets, the nature 
and design of molecules that interact with 
those targets, and the ability to test those 
interactions in the context of physiologi-
cal systems. This breadth of investigation – 

from molecules to whole animals – is repre-
sented by the diverse research programs of 
the participating faculty. The Department 
is also the focal point for the training pro-
gram in Chemical Biology that provides the 
foundation for the discovery and develop-
ment of novel therapeutic agents. 

Our trainees are uniquely equipped to pur-
sue job opportunities in the biotech and 
pharmaceutical industries in addition to 
the academic career path.  Recent graduates 
have moved on to post-doctoral positions 
at UC San Francisco, Harvard, Scripps, UT 
Southwestern, and other world class institu-
tions.  Our “older” alumni are on the faculty 
of medical schools, research universities, 
and liberal arts colleges, and are scientists 
in pharmaceutical and biotech companies.

Training

Physiology & Pharmacology students giving posterboard presentations at a recent 
conference.

Want to know more?
www.ohsu.edu/physpharm

Dr. Beth Habecker,
PH2 Graduate Director
(503) 494-0497
or
Julie Mertens
PH2 Program Coordinator
(503) 494-6252

3181 S.W. Sam Jackson Park 
Road
Portland, OR 97239


