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Organizational History*

General Hospital No. 46 had been on inactive status at the University of Oregon Medical
School since WWI when it functioned as Base Hospital No. 46 and was located at
Bazoilles-sur-meuse in France. It cared for 8,366 patients, with a peak load of 1,575
patients at one time during the Meuse-Argonne offensive. The record of original service
ha[d] been made and published by the officers of the original unit. In the interim between
the two World Wars, a considerable portion of the officer personnel of the 46™ General
Hospital and a training program on an individual basis in cooperation with the organized
Reserved Corps of the United States Army ha[d] been maintained.

On March 11, 1940, Major James C. Magee, Surgeon General of the United States Army
requested the University of Oregon Medical School to prepare for reactivation of the unit,
the 46™ General Hospital.

The War Department, upon the recommendation of Dr. R. B. Dillehunt, Dean of the
University of Oregon Medical School, appointed J. Guy Strohm, Medical Reserve Unit
Director during the organizational period and, in the event of mobilization, commanding
officer. Colonel Strohm worked diligently and with effectiveness, [was] respected by
officers, nurses and enlisted men alike and deserves much credit for the excellent status
of preparation of the affiliated unit of the University of Oregon Medical School. Colonel
Strohm, during the twenty-eight months period between the time of the request and the
time it was activated, conducted a weekly training program for the officer personnel.
Through his efforts, members of the faculty were procured and assigned to the official
roster of the 46™ General Hospital.

Lt. Colonel Dean B. Seabrook, Chief of the surgical Service
Lt. Colonel Frank R. Mount, Chief of the Medical Service

! Source: 46™ General Hospital Papers. Accession N0.2001-001, Folder 8. OSHU
Historical Collections & Archives. This brief statement concerning the history of the 46"
General Hospital was prepared in the UOMS Dean’s Office (D.W.E. Baird, M.D., Acting
Dean) with the help of Ralf Couch, Administrator of Hospitals. It was compiled at the
request of A.C. Bachmeyer, M. D., Director of University Clinics at the University of
Chicago, who had been asked to write a chapter for the volume on hospitals, ““Medical
History of the War”” pertaining to the “Organization of Civilian Hospital Units for
Combat Service”



Major Wilbur M. Bolton, Chief of the Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Service
Major Frank V. Lutz, Chief of the Dental Service

Captain James B. Haworth, Chief of the Radiological Service

Captain Vinton D. Sneeden, Chief of the Laboratory Service

1°' Lt. Harriet M. Dickson, Chief Nurse

In addition to Officer and Nurse procurement, ninety-six enlisted reserve personnel was
enrolled, including technicians and others essential to the various services for the
operation of the General Hospital.

Activation of the 46™ General Hospital took place on July 15 [no year given in original
document], at which time the officer and the nurse personnel was ordered to Fort Riley
Kansas. The enlisted reserve personnel [were] ordered to Fort Lewis for processing,
thence to Fort Riley to join the unit. The number of officers, nurses and enlisted reserve is
as follows:

Medical Officers 52
Non-medical Officers 4
Nurses 70

Enlisted Reserve Personnel 96

The unit was ordered to North Africa, arriving in Oran on September 2, 1943. Colonel
Strohm was appointed command officer of all installations in the area, Mount was acting
commanding officer of the 46" General Hospital and Burns, was made acting chief of
medical service. In August 1944, the unit was moved to Southern France, an advance
detail being sent to Besancon where soon the hospital was set up.

Scope, Content and Arrangement

The collection contains materials pertaining to the organization and staffing of the 46"
General Hospital, accelerated program and curriculum for medical students and refresher
courses for returning military medical personnel. The bulk of the materials are dated
1940-1942. Materials consist of correspondence and memorandum between the UOMS
Deans office and Hospital Administration, the War Department, Office of the Surgeon
General and various military personnel and physicians. Included are rosters of officers,
active and reserve personnel, reports, requests for assignments and transfers, assignments,
deferments, commissions, recommendations, commendations, 2 photographs and news
clippings. There is no apparent chronological order and only a very loose subject order
but the original organization of materials was maintained. Materials were removed from
the original folders and staples and paper clips were removed during processing. Included
with the finding aid is a collection inventory.



Quantity

Boxes: 2 Folders: 14  Linear feet: .83

Related Materials

Archives

Oregon State Medical Society Accession No. 1997-003
The Service Bulletin (1943-1946), subject files, physician correspondence files,
and physician card files. These records document the military careers of Oregon
physicians serving in World War 11 through correspondence, clippings, and
records of rank and decorations. They also document various aspects of the war
effort and its impact on the physicians who served, including racial issues, POW
experiences, and various service units. Specific units mentioned include the
U.S.S. Comfort, 41st Division, 46th General Hospital, 91st Evacuation Hospital,
101st Airborne Division, and 104th Infantry Division.

Cliff Morris Papers Accession No. 1998-006
Hills, Hilterbrant and Richards Papers Accession No. 1998-007
Evart A Tinker Photograph Albums Accession No. 2000-005
Colonel Strohm’s Nurses Photograph Album Accession No. 2000-006
Charles F. Norris Photograph Album Accession No. 2000-007

OHSU Oral History Project
Cliff Morris
Donald Devlin
E. Murray Burns
Ruby Hills, Katherine Fisher Hildebrandt, and Edith Moore Richards

PNW Archives
Burns, Edgar Murray, Notes on the U.S. Medical Service 46" General Hospital in WWII:
history of the Oregon Neuropsychiatric Society. [1945-19797]

Diack, Arch W. 46th General Hospital: University of Oregon Medical School in World
War 11, 1942-45, a sketch journal. Published by Arch W. Diack, 1986

Hills Ruby, Remembering Our Experiences in WWII: 1942-45, 1991.

World War Il and the Greatest Generation [video recording]: the University of Oregon
Medical School history. [Produced by] Linda Weimer, Joan Ash. Portland: Oregon
Health & Science University, 2001.

Provenance
It is assumed that the Office of the Dean, University of Oregon Medical School,
accumulated these papers. No other details of their provenance are known. The records



were transferred to the University of Oregon Medical School Library. The OHSU Library
Special Collections staff processed the collection July 2001.



