USERS' GUIDES TO THE Choosing Evidence Worksheet
MEDICAL LITERATURE 1C2 Diagnostic Tests

Based on the “Users’ Guides to the Medical Literature: A Manual for Evidence-Based Clinical Practice”, this worksheet can serve as an aid to
the critical appraisal of an article about interpreting diagnostic test results.
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Study
Question:

Are the results valid?

v'%x 7 Did clinicians face diagnostic uncertainty?

Were subjects drawn from
a group in which it is not
known whether the
condition of interest is
present or absent?

v'% 7 Was there a blind comparison with an independent gold standard applied similarly to the
treatment group and the control group?

Was an acceptable gold
standard used?

Were the diagnostic test
and gold standard
independent of one
another?

Were the diagnostic test
and gold standard
assessed without
knowledge of the other
results?

v'%x 7 Did the results of the test being evaluated influence the decision to perform the gold standard?

Was a different gold
standard applied to
subjects in whom the
study investigation was
negative?

What are the results?

v'x 7 What range of likelihood ratios were associated with the range of possible test results?

How much will different
levels of the diagnostic
test result raise or lower
the pre-test probability of
disease?
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How can | apply the results to patient care?

v'% 7 Will the reproducibility of the test result and its interpretation be satisfactory in your clinical

setting?

Does the test yield the
same result when
reapplied to stable
subjects?

Do different observers
agree about the test
results?

v'%x 7 Are the results

applicable to the patient in your practice?

Does the test perform
differently (different LRs)
for different severities of
disease?

Does the test perform
differently for populations
with different mixes of
competing conditions?

v'%< 7 Will the results

change your management strategy?

What are the test and
treatment thresholds for
the health condition to be
detected?

Are the test LRs high or
low enough to shift post-
test probability across a
test or treatment
threshold?

v'x 7 Will patients be better off as a result of the test?

Will patient care differ for
different test results?

Will the anticipated
changes in care do more
good than harm?

Additional Comments:
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